
Last Wednesday the Stu-
dent Life Committee (SLC) met 
in the Rose Hill Commons to 
discuss the proposal of a free-
speech zone on campus. The 
zone would effectively give 
students unwilling or unable to 
comply with Fordham’s strin-
gent demonstration policy a fo-
rum to express their opinions or 
dissent, and would also provide 
a place for student organizations 
to table without receiving ap-
proval from OSLCD. 

At the moment, students 
who wish to openly express 
themselves on campus must 
comply with the rules and regu-
lations set down in Fordham’s 
lengthy demonstration policy. 
The set of rules is far too long 
to be reproduced here, but can 
be found buried in the Res Life 
section of Fordham’s website 
(please take a look). Students 
are not necessarily openly re-
fused permission to protest; the 
University approves most re-
quests. However, the very fact 
that students are required to 
receive permission is in itself a 
deterrent, as the demonstration 
policy can be both intimidat-
ing and disenchanting. Opin-
ions or groups that many times 
go unnoticed on campus would 
particularly benefi t from a free 
speech zone, especially those 
that run contrary to University 
(or Catholic) policy.

The meeting attracted the at-
tention of a handful of students 
who sat in silent approbation 
while USG President John Tully 
Gordon spoke at length about 
the importance of a free speech 
zone.  Gordon recognized the 
intimidating nature of the cur-
rent University demonstration 
policy, but stressed that the free 
speech zone would not replace 
the policy. “We always have the 
option of compromise, the op-

portunity of reason, that is ex-
actly what Maroon Square is,” 
wrote Gordon in an email cor-
respondence. “Rather than ad-
vocate changing the demonstra-
tion policy, Maroon Square will 
be an enhancement to it.”

Gordon seeks to create a 

zone perpetually reserved for 
students, an alternative area 
where students would compro-
mise in order to gain the right 
to protest, table, or organize 
at a moments notice. Students 
who choose to use the free 
speech zone for these purposes 
would forfeit the right to orga-
nize anywhere else on campus. 
Students who chose to abide by 
the demonstration policy and 
seek University approval for a 
demonstration would be able to, 
in their request, stipulate spe-
cifi c locales where they wish to 
gather. 

So, while it would require 
students who operate within 
the free speech zone to remain 
limited to the free speech zone, 
it would also allow those same 
students to avoid the restric-

tions, timing limitations, re-
quirements for co-sponsorship, 
and other stipulations that sub-
ject students to copious amounts 
of paperwork and bureaucratic 
pedantry that can, in some situ-
ations, take up to three weeks or 
more to set up demonstrations. 

In Gordon’s eyes, Maroon 
Square has the potential to rep-
resent Fordham’s commitment 
to tolerance and intellectual 
discourse. At the SLC meeting, 
Gordon spoke not only of the 
frustrating demonstration pol-
icy, but also of the philosophi-
cal merits of a free speech zone, 
especially at an institution for 
higher learning and a Jesuit uni-
versity. Maroon Square would 
also exhibit Fordham Univer-
sity’s trust in her students.

Trust is an important issue 
in Maroon Square’s formation. 
A common detraction to the free 
speech zone is the claim that 
it could become a soapbox for 
hate speech. True, the opinions 
of students are not limited only 
to the intellectual or insightful. 
However, Gordon believes Ma-

roon Square will not degenerate 
to hosting beer-hall diatribes. 
Instead, the encouragement 
of discourse on campus could 
bring prejudices, misconcep-
tions, or hurtful behavior into 
light and promote positive and 
progressive steps to build a 

stronger stu-
dent commu-
nity. “Above 
all else,” says 
Gordon, “I 
have full faith 
that if given 
this opportu-
nity and trust, 
the student 
body at Rose 
Hill will rise to 
the occasion.” 
Students in 
the free speech 
zone would 
still be subject 
to University 
disciplinary 
policies, and 
members of 
USG would 
aid in ensur-
ing Maroon 

Square is not abused. 
The proposal, which was 

handed off to Dean Rodgers and 
the assistant deans last Wednes-
day, was modeled off of several 
free speech zones at other pri-
vate institutions. Georgetown, 
Santa Clara, and San Francisco 
University all have their own 
free speech zones. All three of 
these universities, like Fordham, 
are Catholic Jesuit institutions. 
As a USG senator last year, 
Gordon served as Chairman of 
the Commission on Speech and 
Expression. Gordon and Mike 
Recca, USG Vice President, ran 
for offi ce last year they prom-
ised to work towards “improv-
ing free speech and the vibrancy 
of intellectual exchange at Rose 
Hill.” Gordon believes if Ford-
ham University were to follow 

the examples set by schools like 
Georgetown, Fordham would 
place itself ahead of her com-
petitors. “[Maroon Square] will 
set Fordham above many of 
its peer and aspirant schools,” 
writes Gordon in a letter to The 
Ram, “affi rming its commit-
ment to the Jesuit tradition of 
tolerance for a wide diversity of 
ideas and opinions.”

The decision to implement a 
free speech zone will ultimately 
come down to the reactions of 
Dean Rodgers and the Student 
Life Committee. Members of 
SLC, many of whom had yet 
to review in depth the propos-
al, were not very vocal in their 
support or opposition. A few 
questions were raised, and the 
SLC members who seemed ap-
prehensive cited possible abuse 
of Maroon Square as their num-
ber one concern. Gordon was 
adamant in his insistence that 
Maroon Square would not de-
generate to such lows, however. 
The group of student spectators 
present at the meeting seemed 
to support this idea, and the ab-
sence of such content from Rose 
Hill’s publications, blogs, and 
various forums suggests that 
hateful ideology is not wide-
spread, or that it is kept in the 
shadows by ashamed students. 

Ideally, students and ad-
ministration members will play 
an active role in collaborating 
to see Maroon Square become 
a reality. At the SLC meet-
ing, Dean Rodgers said that he 
thinks student-administration 
meetings concerning Maroon 
Square will “very likely be a 
next step down the road.” Of 
course, the Maroon Square pro-
posal will be subjected to the 
scrutiny of the administration, 
so it is important for students 
who wish to see the creation of 
Maroon Square remain vocal in 
their support. 

by Alex Gibbons
FEATURES EDITOR 
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If you ever fi nd yourself 
strolling westward down Hous-
ton Street and happen to come 
across a stately, grey-stone and 
brick building fl ying a pair of 
American fl ags at the corner of 
Houston and Varick, take a mo-
ment to look up at the fourth 
fl oor. What you’ll be looking 
at is the Varick Street Deten-
tion Center, a 250-bed facility 
that processes over 11,000 male 
immigrants a year—legal and 
illegal—all of whom are facing 
deportation. 

What is a federal deten-
tion center doing in the middle 
of Manhattan? Well, the large 
immigrant population in New 
York City—and the thousands 
of deportation cases that result 
from it—makes it necessary to 
have a temporary holding loca-
tion while cases are resolved. 
In theory, Varick Street should 
house only those immigrants 
who have criminal records per-
taining to their grounds for de-
portation, or anyone considered 
a fl ight risk. However, the De-
partment of Homeland Security 
has shown very little concern 
for discriminating between 
cases with legitimate cause for 
deportation and cases where the 
offense is nothing more than a 

lapsed visa or some error in bu-
reaucratic process.

This is evident in the case of 
Daniel I. Miller, a Romanian im-
migrant detained by authorities 
in 2008 after being paroled for a 
criminal conviction (signing his 
partner’s name on a contract). 
While confi ned in Varick, and 
later in Orange County Jail in 
Goshen, NY, Miller circulated a 
petition describing the detention 
center’s cramped, unsanitary 
living conditions, inadequate 
food, and denial of proper med-
ical treatment (Miller himself 
was not allowed to check in to 
a hospital to treat tumors on his 
liver, despite urgings from his 
doctor). In October 2008 the 
petition reached the New York 
City Bar Association, who re-
sponded by sending volunteers 
to the jail to offer legal counsel 
to detainees.

Since then, however, condi-
tions have improved little and 
lawyers who volunteer fi nd that 
most detainees are transferred 
before they can receive any le-
gal assistance. In response, the 
Bar Association issued a report 
Monday, November 2 calling 
for all immigrant detainees to be 
provided with counsel. The re-
port addresses a major injustice 
in U.S. legal precedent, namely 
that since immigration proceed-
ings are civil rather than crimi-

nal, the defendant has no right to 
government-appointed counsel. 
What ends up happening, then, 
is that a signifi cant percentage 
of detainees have to represent 
themselves—28% in Varick, an 
acceptable fi gure in comparison 
to the nationwide estimate of 
58%—and those that can afford 
legal representation often fall 
victim to incompetent or uncar-
ing representation. Practically, 
this means that upstanding citi-
zens end up imprisoned for long 
periods of time or deported, 
while criminals and illegal im-
migrants without a solid defense 
spend months, even years, fi ght-
ing their deportation, crowding 
detention centers and tying up 
immigration courts in the pro-
cess. 

Ensuring legal representa-
tion for those facing deporta-
tion, while a major issue, is only 
one of the myriad problems 
with the U.S. detention system 
and immigration policy. The 
dearth of immigration judges 
makes those who hear immigra-
tion cases take on hundreds of 
cases (over 1500 for each of the 
215 practicing judges in 2007); 
current federal funding for pro 
bono legal work has the stipula-
tion, in many areas, that funding 
will be withheld from practices 
that provide assistance to immi-
grants facing deportation; hold-

ing centers shuffl e detainees 
from jail to jail, often without 
giving notice to the defendant’s 
lawyer or family. While this is 
only a brief look at the prob-
lems, the system is very obvi-
ously broken on every level.

One of the more bizarre 
problems specifi c to Varick 
Street is its management: since 
it reopened in February 2008 
after seven years of disuse, the 
detention center has been run 
by Ahtna Technical Services, 
Inc., a subsidiary of Alaskan 
tribal company Ahtna Inc. Un-
der a three-year, $79 million 
federal contract, Ahtna super-
vises the running of the facil-
ity and profi ts from the labor of 
detainees—who work for $1 a 
day in order to buy commissary 
food to supplement the mea-
ger rations the detention center 
provides. In the fi rst year of 
operations alone, the detainees 
logged 23,000 days of work, at 
a profi t to Ahtna of $227.68 per 
detainee per day. The reality of 
a private company—with 1,200 
shareholders who receive divi-
dends from Varick Street’s earn-
ings—running a federal deten-
tion center means that ensuring 
the health and proper treatment 
of the men who pass through it 
come second to the sharehold-
ers’ interests; Lynn Kelly, direc-
tor of the Justice Center, discov-

ered this when Varick’s warden 
balked at the idea of forwarding 
letters of legal advice to detain-
ees who had been transferred to 
other jails.

The ineffi ciencies and hu-
man rights violations of the cur-
rent detention system have not 
escaped the notice of the Obama 
administration. Homeland se-
curity secretary Janet Napoli-
tano and director of Immigra-
tion and Customs Enforcement 
John Morton have been work-
ing to clean up the entire sys-
tem, implementing programs 
like the volunteer legal coun-
sel proposed by the NYC Bar 
Association nationwide. On 
October 6, the administration 
made an announcement stating 
its core principles on the issue, 
promising that detention centers 
will be used only for those im-
migrants whose status merits 
supervision, that proper medi-
cal care will be provided to all 
detainees, and that cases will 
be resolved as expediently as 
possible to lessen the strain on 
taxpayer dollars and time spent 
in custody by detainees. While 
these are laudable steps, results 
may be slow in coming, and 
many Americans, both legal and 
illegal, don’t have that time to 
waste.

by Alex Orf
NEWS CO-EDITOR
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On October 4th, the Coali-
tion for the Homeless released 
a new report alerting a “capac-
ity crunch” in New York City’s 
municipal shelter system. As 
autumn bleeds into winter, the 
typical season for shelter over-
extension, the concern is that 
there just may not be enough 
beds, particularly for single 
adults. To put this strain in sta-
tistics, new data alleges an un-
precedented 39,000+ homeless 
New Yorkers (including more 
than 10,000 homeless families) 
sleep in shelters each night. This 
points to the alarming trend that, 
in terms of homelessness, 2009 
marks the worst year on record 
since the Great Depression. Ac-
cordingly, this past year the city 
of New York spent more on 
emergency shelter and services 
for the homeless than ever be-
fore. The Mayor’s Management 
Report cites total expenditures 
reaching nearly $870 million, 
10% higher than last year and 
60% higher than since Mayor 
Bloomberg took offi ce in 2002. 
In fact, since 2002, New York 
has seen a 45% increase in mu-
nicipal shelter occupants. 

Clearly, then, Bloomberg’s 
fi ve-year-plan to limit home-
lessness (by two-thirds, he said) 
in 2004 has been an epic fail. 

Its central policies included 
cutting off federal housing as-
sistance and substituting federal 
programs for temporary rent 
subsidies, creating a backwards 
conveyor belt that led straight to 
shelters. Under his misguided 
policy, homeless people no lon-
ger have priority 
when applying for 
Section 8 vouch-
ers or public hous-
ing—that means of 
the 10,000 vouch-
ers the city will 
distribute for more 
than 5,000 rent-
able public housing 
apartments, virtual-
ly none will be sup-
plied for homeless 
people. Numerous 
studies indicate that 
this now-castrated 
program success-
fully reduced fam-
ily homelessness 
by allowing fami-
lies to choose privately owned 
rental housing, which increases 
viable options for very low-
income households. Through 
this system, the Public Housing 
Authority (PHA) generally pays 
the landlord the difference be-
tween 30% of household income 
and the PHA-determined pay-
ment standard, which is about 
80-100% of the fair market 
rent. Sophia Bryant, a formerly 

homeless, disabled nurse and 
member of Picture the Home-
less, avidly supports Section 8, 
saying, “All [city offi cials] have 
to do is put the money where it’s 
going to do the most good. And 
it’s not going to do good in the 
shelters. You’re warehousing 

people, and you’re warehousing 
buildings. You have the empty 
buildings, and you have the 
people. Put them together, and 
stop playing.”

There are, of course, reasons 
besides Section 8’s recent dis-
crimination for this unfortunate 
no-room-at-the-inn phenom-
enon. The senior policy analyst 
at the Coalition for the Home-
less, Patrick Markee, adds rising 

unemployment fi gures and evic-
tions to the list of grievances. 
Further, Mario Mazzoni, an or-
ganizer with the tenants’ rights 
group Metropolitan Council 
on Housing, also points to the 
city’s favoritism of for-profi t 
housing. Though these indicate 

more macro concerns, 
the Coalition asserts 
that Bloomberg could 
ameliorate the grow-
ing problems (not 
quite, but almost) as 
easily as he incited 
them. So that he stops 
“playing,” as Bry-
ant put it, the Coali-
tion has asked that 
Bloomberg reverse 
his stance, so that 
taxpayers move their 
money out of emer-
gency shelters while 
the homeless move 
their families into 
permanent housing. 
Moreover, the Coali-

tion demanded that Bloomberg 
accelerate development of spe-
cial needs-friendly housing, as 
more than half of the newly-
constructed supportive housing 
units will not be built until at 
least 2011. 

Their last request was that 
city offi cials, instead of refer-
ring thousands of homeless 
adults (including those with 
mental illness) to over 120 il-

legal boarding houses subject 
to health and fi re safety risks, 
maybe, just maybe, focus on 
suffi cient shelter capacity to ad-
dress this immediate and esca-
lating need. In fact, according to 
a 1981 New York State Supreme 
Court decision and two subse-
quent rulings, they have to—it’s 
illegal for the city to deny any-
one who is homeless the right 
to shelter. But in spite of this, 
and in spite of the Coalition’s 
fi nger-pointing and fact-fi nding, 
the group’s calls (they actually 
started rallying for expanded 
shelter capacity early this year) 
have been largely ignored. The 
Department of Homeless Ser-
vices (DHS) Commissioner 
Robert V. Hess brushed off the 
report, telling the Coalition 
Who Cried Wolf that the current 
shelter system is “effectively 
meting the needs” of homeless 
New Yorkers. The DHS lauds 
Advantage NY for this alleged 
effi cacy, calling this under-
developed (it lasts only two 
years) rental subsidy program 
a success in the fi ght against 
homelessness. Right. I suppose 
city offi cials and the DHS can 
continue ignoring the sad facts 
until the Coalition sends hoards 
of homeless people to Hess’s 
house, or Bloomberg’s place, 
when the shelters inevitably 
reach full occupancy under New 
York City’s backward policies. 

by Sarah Madges
STAFF SPARE CHANGE?

Homeless Shelter Crunch in NYC
Mayor Bloomberg Reportedly Meeting with The Cap’n for Consultation

A local man 
shares his views 
on Bloomberg’s 
current policies.  

NYC Immigrant Detention Center Indicative of Severe Defi ciencies 
in National Detention, Deportation Policy
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 The world abounds with in-
competence. You can order six 
large iced coffees at the Dunkin 
Donuts drive-thru and pull 
away only to realize you have 
three mediums, one small, and 
zero straws. There are people 
who work at the Toys ‘R’ Us 
in Times Square who have dif-
fi culty telling you where the 
massive, multi-colored Ferris 
wheel is located (it’s in the cen-
ter of the store). And when you 
need to fi x your Verizon Wire-
less bill and ask about the $23 
“usage” charge, you have no 
chance of getting off the phone 
in under 45 minutes. But these 
people, these minimum-wage- 
making coffee cashiers, retail 
salespeople, and customer ser-
vice representatives (who are 
talking to you from India at 3 
in the morning) all have wiggle 
room to be incompetent. You 
can pick up straws at 7-11, fi nd 
the fucking Ferris wheel your-
self, and eventually get that 
errant charge removed from 
your already barely-affordable 
bill without any major loss of 
life or sanity. But there are a 
lot of people who work more 
high-profi le jobs who don’t 
have this wiggle room. When 
these people prove incompe-

tent, it can cause a catastrophe.
 If a pilot, for example, were 
to lose focus, Houston, then all 
the passengers and fl ight atten-
dants would really have a prob-
lem. That’s why you assume 
the type of person who is able 
to acquire the job of fl ying a 
plane would never show such a 
reckless lapse of judgment like 
becoming disengaged 
in the act of control-
ling a 162,000-pound 
aircraft fl ying 30,000 
feet in the air. That’s 
why you might be 
surprised to hear that 
two Northwest Air-
lines pilots fl ew 150 
miles past their desti-
nation in an A320 on 
Tuesday because they 
were on their laptops. 
They forgot to land. 
This shocking event, 
which challenges 
any normal person’s 
confi dence in fl ying, is surpris-
ingly not receiving a whole lot 
of publicity. In fact, some have 
explained the lapse by simply 
claiming that “it can be tough 
to stay focused.” As Emilio 
Corsetti III, an experienced 
American Airlines pilot said, 
“It’s very easy to get distracted.” 
Yeah, Emilio, it is easy to get 
distracted when you’re study-

ing or working at McDonald’s 
or doing other stuff that is mun-
dane and mindless. But that’s 
okay. In February, the two pi-
lots of a Colgan Air fl ight were 
chatting idly as their plane de-
scended below 10,000 feet into 
Buffalo, New York. It crashed, 
and 50 people were killed. Be-
ing ADD when you are driving 

a passenger-fi lled airplane that 
is leagues above sea level and 
weighs more than 81 elephants? 
Not okay. 

 An airliner’s entire fl ight 
can be programmed and make 
the trip without any input. So, 
maybe the problem is over-
confi dence in cruise control (as 
we saw with that asshole who 
left the driver’s seat of his Win-

nebago to make coffee because 
he thought automatic settings 
had the whole driving thing on 
lock down). It may be tough to 
stay focused, but short of in-
stalling rainbow mobiles, these 
pilots are just going to have to 
keep themselves in gear. As 
Charlie Bray, who worked as a 
pilot for over 25 years before 

retiring in 2004 said, 
“You’re getting paid 
to monitor the radio 
and instruments on 
the cockpit, so that’s 
what you’ve got to 
do. That’s all there is 
to it.” Very logical, 
Charlie, thank you. 
  It seems retarda-
tion is a renewable 
resource. An equally 
jilting event oc-
curred the very next 
day, when a crew 
member aboard the 
USS Ramage fi red a 

machine gun into a Polish port. 
Luckily no injuries occurred as 
a result of the 3 rounds from 
the M240, which took the Pol-
ish city of Gdynia entirely 
by surprise. Polish military 
police boarded to ship, in or-
der to ask, “WTF?” The U.S. 
Navy responded in turn with 
an “our bad!” The crew mem-
ber was cleaning the weapon. 

 Maybe he didn’t read Chapter 
2 of the U.S. Navy Handbook: 
“Hey, Make Sure Your Gun 
Is Unloaded Before You Start 
Cleaning It., Asshole.” Maybe 
he didn’t see the sign next to 
the gun cleaner: Hey Doofus, 
Double Check That There Aren’t 
Bullets In That M240 Before You 
Press The Trigger While Aiming 
At A Polish Port. Either way, no 
report was made of his being 
reprimanded. Which is weird, 
because I was fi red from Houli-
han’s this summer for texting on 
the job, and I just feel like the 
possibility of Ultimate Nachos 
taking a couple extra minutes 
to come out of the kitchen pales 
in comparison to the possibil-
ity of Polish people perishing. 
I was unaware the U.S. Navy 
had a “Shit Happens” policy.
 Miley Cyrus once said, “Ev-
erybody makes mistakes, ev-
erybody has those days.” And 
she is right. Damn it, Miley, you 
never cease to amaze me with 
the rhinestones of wisdom that 
drop from your lips and onto the 
sleeves of your cute-but-sexy 
Disney Channel denim jack-
et! Easily found in the world 
around us, stupidity is rampant. 
Incompetence is a fact of life, 
one that we must perpetually 
deal with at the drive-thru and 
when fl ying in an airplane. 

by Lauren Duca
STAFF IN-FLIGHT SNACK

“Today, I was on my laptop and forgot 
to land a plane. MLIA.”

Ruben Diaz, the father of 
Bronx Borough President Ru-
ben Díaz Jr.—outspoken civil 
rights activist featured in our 
last issue who defended com-
munity needs before the de-
velopment of the Kingsbridge 
Armory—is pushing state sena-
tors to vote “no” on a bill legal-
izing same-sex marriage, to be 
presented on Tuesday. Díaz has 
been clear that he is strongly op-
posed to gay marriage. The rea-
sons behind his stubborn stance, 
however, have not been so clear.

Díaz, a Pentecostal min-
ister, backs his position with 
religious beliefs. “My religion 
doesn’t allow me to dance. But 
that does not mean I don’t go to 
the party,” he told the New York 
Times. “My religion is against 
gay marriage. It means, I don’t 
agree with what you do. But 
let’s go out. Let’s go to the mov-
ies. Let’s be friends.”

When Governor Paterson 
re-introduced the bill to the 
New York State Senate in May, 
Díaz criticized his bad timing as 
it occurred close to Archbishop 
Timothy Dolan’s welcoming to 
the Diocese. “If I were Gover-
nor Paterson,” he told New York 
Daily News, “I would abstain 
from going to St. Patrick’s Ca-
thedral for the welcoming cer-
emony and to celebrate Mass.”

Díaz grew up in Puerto Rico 
in a big family. He joined the 
Army out of high school, serv-
ing in Fort Jackson before he 
moved to New York in 1965. 
After he fell into drugs and was 
arrested for possession of heroin 
and marijuana, he received pro-
bation, found God, and be-
came a pastor, community 
leader, city councilman, 
state senator.

In May, on the steps of 
Gov. Paterson’s Manhattan 
offi ce, Diaz led protestors 
from the association chant-
ing, “Don’t change mar-
riage!” and, “New York 
is not Sodom and Gomor-
rah!”

Ugly Betty’s (I kid you 
not) Ana Ortiz, pro-gay 
marriage, spoke out di-
rectly against Díaz, say-
ing, “You do not represent 
Latinos! You’re behind the 
times, papi.”

 The Borough Presi-
dent is also known as a “true 
believer in Christian values, 
in treating people the way you 
want to be treated,” as Chris-
topher Lynn, a chief counsel to 
the senator, commented. Lynn is 
also gay and lives with his part-
ner in Queens. 

In 1991 Díaz founded Chris-
tian Community in Action, an 
agency in the South Bronx to 
provide home health aides to 

the sick and elderly. Vincent Or-
tiz, the supervisor there, is gay. 
Working with Díaz for 18 years 
he said was a “fi ght, of course,” 
but added that there have been 
“mostly good years.”

Two of Díaz’s brothers are 
gay, as is his granddaughter. “I 

love them,” he assured. “But I 
don’t believe in what they’re 
doing.”

As one of three Democrats 
opposed to gay marriage in the 
Senate right now (self-titled 
“Three Amigos” with Carl Kru-
ger and Pedro Espada), Díaz’s 
stubbornness could have ex-
treme gravity, as the bill re-
quires 32 votes to pass, and so 
far only 21 out of 62 Senators 

reported they would vote “yes” 
at this point. There are 32 Dem-
ocrats to 30 Republicans in the 
Senate, and Díaz, Kruger, and 
Espada are the only Democrats 
who would vote “no,” to the 
pass the bill.

“Where is it written that in 

order to be Democrat you have 
to support gay marriage?” Díaz 
said in a statement released last 
year assuring he has always 
been and will always be a Dem-
ocrat—“a Democrat who re-
jects gay marriage and abortion 
based upon my beliefs.”

His beliefs forced him to 
resign from the city’s Civil-
ian Complaint Review Board 
in 2003 for suggesting that the 

Gay Games would encourage 
homosexuality and HIV. Be-
cause of his beliefs, he sued the 
city to shut down a school for 
gay and transgender students.

Among his other vague rea-
sons for opposing gay marriage, 
Díaz says that the legislature 
has more important things to at-
tend to.

“The people of the nation 
don’t want gay marriage.” He 
told the New York Times. “They 
didn’t want it in California; they 
didn’t want it in Maine. And the 
people of upstate New York, 
after what happened to the can-
didate in the 23rd congressional 
District, they sent a message 
they don’t want gay marriage. 
Forget about it. People don’t 
want it.”

Tom Duane, the only openly 
gay State Senator in New York, 
called Díaz “a little bit of a bul-
ly” for how he is having Demo-
crats promise him in writing that 
they will not support the bill.

 “It’s absurd that Sen. Diaz 
thinks he can bully his way on 
this issue,” Duane said. “I guess 
he thinks he hasn’t been getting 
enough attention, so he feels  
the need to bully his way to the 
forefront, but that’s not going to 
fl y in the Senate anymore. He’ll 
get used to things running in a 
more democratic way.”

by Kaitlin Campbell 
STAFF ALLY

Ruben Díaz Makes a Fuss
Bronx Rep in State Senate Opposes Same-Sex Marriage Bill

Airliners, The Marines, and Dunkin Donuts Staffed by Idiots

More qualifi ed 
than you.

Out of touch with what the 
kids are thinking these days.
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Comedy Central’s longest 
running and most popular TV 
show South Park has mocked 
almost every race, creed, eth-
nicity, religion, and celebrity 
in their 12 year career, mak-
ing hundreds of enemies but 
millions of fans. No one, from 
Civil War re-enactors to starv-
ing African children to Kanye 
West, is safe from the searing 
wit of creators Trey Parker and 
Matt Stone. The satirical humor 
of creators manifests itself in a 
paper-cutout style animation of 
four fourth grade 
boys named Stan, 
Kyle, Cartman, 
and Kenny in the 
fi ctional town of 
South Park, Colo-
rado, where the 
residents encoun-
ter every incredu-
lous event possi-
ble – from boxing 
matches between 
Jesus and Satan 
to swear-word-
induced dragon 
attacks to a close 
friendship with a 
talking Christmas 
poo. Anyone who 
has ever turned on 
Comedy Central 
has likely seen the 
show at least once, 
and many Ameri-
cans claim to 
watch it frequent-
ly; it reached its 
still-standing status 
as the most popular 
show the network 
had ever seen after 
only its 8th episode, 
becoming the high-
est rated non-sports 
show on all of cable TV. It is 
lewd, unabashedly crass, and 
unapologetically offensive to 
everyone but aims its blistering 
jeers without malice; the com-
mentaries made on the show in-
tend to point out ridiculous na-
tures of our social conventions 
by highlighting (usually conser-
vative) narrow-mindedness and 
hypocrisy. Parker and Stone and 
their staff do not actually intend 
to insult anyone, just to provoke 
a response from their viewers, 
encouraging them to take anoth-
er look at our culture and realize 
just how laughable much of it is. 

Yet there is one problem 
with vulgar humor: you can’t 
have a show that, say, uses “shit” 
162 times in one episode, with-
out regularly pissing off some 

whiny, humorless institution or 
another. Over the years many 
activist groups have complained 
about the show’s less-than-sug-
ar-coated messages; the episode 
aired on Wednesday, November 
4th was one such example, pro-
voking angry responses from 
the Gay & Lesbian Alliance 
Against Defamation (GLAAD). 
The episode, entitled “The F-
Word,” showed the boys chang-
ing the use of the word “fag” 
to refer to obnoxious Harley 
Davidson-riding motorcyclists. 
The town’s children had en-
tirely different concepts of the 
word than the adults, who still 

thought the word was directed at 
homosexuals, showing the rap-
idly evolving nature of contem-
porary slang; when the adults 
expressed horror at the tagging 
of several town buildings with 
“Go Home Fag” or “Get Out 
Faggots,” the kids were in-
credulous; they were not at all 
aware that people used “fag” 
to refer to the gay community 
and were unanimously using it 
to affront the loud douchebag 
bikers. The town of South Park 
then attempted to have the word 
changed in the dictionary be-
cause, as a gay South Park resi-
dent said, “We are no longer the 
most hated group on the planet!” 
In the end, the obnoxious bikers 
earned their new moniker, and 
the word was changed. 

The episode satirized the 
touchy-feely PC clime that 
America has been so quick to 
enter of late, and it was a le-
gitimately funny episode, one 
of the better I’ve seen this sea-
son. A word is just a word, and 
meanings can change if senti-
ments do. But GLAAD did not 
share the same view, arguing 
that though the attempt was ad-
mirable it fell short of the real 
problem: that “fag” is ultimate-
ly a deprecating word promot-
ing discrimination toward the 
LGBT community. The group 
sent out a “Call to Action” email 
on November 5th, asking their 

members to send 
responses to Com-
edy Central saying, 
“…despite what the 
South Park writ-
ers may believe…
the fact is that the 
word is and remains 
a hateful slur that 
is often part of the 
harassment, bul-
lying and violence 
that gay people, and 
gay youth in par-
ticular, experience 
on a daily basis in 
this country. It is an 
epithet that has real 
consequences for 
real people’s lives.” 
They acknowledge 
the attempt to inval-
idate discriminatory 
words like “fag” 
and that the expand-
ing nature of slang 
is helping to water 
them down but ar-
gue that they can-
not ignore the roots 
of the insult; it was 
once, and still is, an 
insult with negative 
consequences for 

homosexuals. 
While GLAAD has some 

legitimate reasons for opposi-
tion, they’re ultimately missing 
the point; South Park mocks 
everyone, and in doing so has 
helped reduce the impact of 
these archaic intolerances by 
turning them into utterly ri-
diculous parodies. South Park’s 
satire is often political and thus 
educates its viewers on issues 
they may have overlooked oth-
erwise, outing, with its liberal 
biases, the weak foundations of 
bullshit conservative prejudice. 
Appreciate the humor, recog-
nize the hilarity of society, and 
don’t take offense. GLAAD has 
to learn to laugh with the rest of 
the world.

by Mickie Meinhardt 
STAFF BIG GAY WRITER 

South Park Does 
The (Other) “F” WordFAKER 

THAN
TRUTH 

by Max Siegal, Sean Kelly, Sean Bandfi eld, and Alex Orf
STAFF LIARS

BRONX, NY ~ Hot on the heels of the case of a Columbia Uni-
versity professor getting arrested in a Morningside Heights bar 
after a verbal altercation with a co-worker, reports of an incident 
at a recent Fordham University fundraising event have started to 
circulate. Though reports are still unconfi rmed and vary on de-
tails, they all seem to involve noted theologian and president of 
Fordham University Father Joseph M. McShane, S.J.* and a po-
tential donor who may or may not have been a Fordham alumnus.  
One eyewitness reported that at a private Family Weekend event, 
Fr. McShane grasped the unidentifi ed individual by his or her 
throat aggressively with both hands and exclaimed, “IS DAD-
DY MAC REALLY GONNA HAVE TO MOTHERFUCKING 
CHOKE A BITCH TO GET HIS MONEY?!” and then continued 
to violently smack the individual repeatedly with the back of his 
right hand. The unidentifi ed individual’s information is still being 
withheld by the NYPD and Fr. McShane has refused to comment, 
though he has reportedly consulted with legal representation. 
      
      -M.S.

WASHINGTON, D.C. ~ According to sources within the U.S. 
Department of the Interior, the federal government, working in 
conjunction with the Census Bureau and individual state and lo-
cal governments, will begin providing free cats to unmarried per-
sons over the age of 50.  “With a multitude of cats being neces-
sary to the sanity and overall well-being of these individuals, we 
feel that it is the duty of the U.S. government to subsidize their 
feline purchases,” said Secretary of the Interior Ken Salazar to 
reporters in a press conference last Friday.  The amount of kittens 
provided will vary on a person-to-person basis, and will be con-
tingent upon factors such as number or nieces/nephews, affi nity 
for needlepoint, and the prevalence of embroidered throw pillows 
in the individual’s domicile.  Extra kittens will be provided to 
those with over two seasons of Murder She Wrote on VHS cas-
sette tape.
      S.P.K.

VATICAN CITY, EARTH ~ Pope Benedict XVI declared this 
week that the Catholic Church would follow recent technological 
trends and offi cially endorse online worship. Recognizing the in-
ternet’s potential to beam services directly to laptops and iPhones, 
the Church is encouraging members to simply log on when they 
can’t fi nd the motivation to actually get dressed and take a ten 
minute drive to church. Shane McJoseph, Catholic Spokesper-
son and noted theologian, elaborated on how the Church would 
conform its old practices to today’s technology: “Members can 
watch live sermons on Skype, confess their sins through e-mail, 
and receive atonement by blogging repeated ‘Hail Maries’ or 
watching Jonas Brothers videos on YouTube.” Mark Benson, a 
regular churchgoer, isn’t sure how he’ll adapt: “I’m really visible 
with my faith, and I really like to be seen going to church. I guess 
I’ll just have to update my Facebook status so everyone knows 
when I log on to worship, as well as tweet about my inimitable 
piousness and expensive church clothes.”
      -S.B.

CRETE, GREEK ISLES ~ In a landmark discovery, archaeolo-
gists have unearthed what early reports claim to be a building 
plan by none other than the mythical architect Daedalus, master-
mind behind the legendary Labyrinth to house the Minotaur. In 
an unexpected turn, an archaeologist on site with ties to Fordham 
University noticed an unmistakable resemblance to the struc-
ture of Fordham’s own Martyr’s Court. The parenthetical shape, 
cramped hallways, and dearth of ventilation and locatable exits 
were “fucking identical,” according to the architect. After look-
ing into the school’s records, investigators found that every per-
son involved in the dorm’s construction has since died, many un-
der unusual circumstances. When asked for comment, Fr. Joseph 
McShane hostilely responded, “What do I look like, a classiscs 
professor?”
      -A.O,

Popular Paper Cutouts
Offend LGBT Community, 

But Not the paper

Sensitive. 
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Let’s take a moment to 
imagine a company. This com-
pany is enormous, global, far-
reaching, politically involved. 
It has a tremendous history of 
both shocking human rights 
abuses and positive commu-
nity involvement. It makes but-
tloads of cash, but it does it by 
curing disease. This disease has 
no symptoms, is diagnosed by 
no doctor, endorsed by no one 
outside the company, would not 
even be thought to exist if not 
for zealous assurances by the 
only company that sells the cure. 
But it sells the cure by the truck. 
In case you don’t read titles, the 
disease is sin, the company, an 
organized religion in the form 
of the Catholic Church.*

  But let’s also take a step 
back before you shred this is-
sue, dip it in lamp oil, and form 
a mob in front of my house with 
your makeshift paper torches. 
I’m not suggesting that the 
Catholic Church is an avari-
cious snake-oil machine, look-
ing for more and more people 
to grind in its mill like so many 
male baby chicks. Jesus, you’d 
get slow-roasted over a hot spit 
for saying something like that. 
I’m only saying that it really 
looks that way.

At the end of last month, His 
Holiness Pope Benedict XVI 
delivered a message to Angli-
cans dissatisfi ed with the grow-
ing liberalism in their church, 
which I recommend you read 
aloud in your fi nest blue button-
up shirt (and too-soon) Billy 
Mays voice:

 “HI, BENNY MAYS 
HERE, ARE YOU UPSET BE-
CAUSE YOUR CHURCH HAS 
GOTTEN TOO GAY? WHEN 
YOU WALK INTO YOUR 
RELIGIOUS HOUSE OF 
WORSHIP DOES IT MAKE 
YOU WANT TO CLAW AT 
YOUR EYES LIKE A HARPY 
AND SPEAK IN TONGUES?  
MILLIONS OF PEOPLE 
ARE HAVING YOUR SAME 
PROBLEM! BUT NOW 
THERE’S A BRAND-NEW 
SOLUTION, POPEGAIN. 
POPEGAIN WORKS BY RE-
PLACING YOUR SHODDY, 
INCLUSIVIST PROTES-
TANTISM WITH GOOD OLD 
CATHOLIC DOGMA. NO 
MORE GAYS, MARRIED 
PRIESTS, WOMEN, OR JEW-
Y LOOKING PEOPLE WILL 
BOTHER YOU ON YOUR 
GOLDEN ROAD TO SALVA-
TION! BUT, IF YOU CALL 
RIGHT NOW, WE CAN GET 
YOU A SPECIAL GIFT! FOR 
THE NEXT 20 MINUTES, 
WE’RE BRINGING BACK 
PLENARY INDULGENCES! 
ARE YOU FEELING REAL 
BAD ABOUT KILLING THAT 
STRIPPER OR PROWLING 
THE NEIGHBORHOOD AT 
NIGHT MURDERING STRAY 
DOGS? WELL, NOT ANY 
MORE! IF YOU CALL AND 
GET POPEGAIN IN THE 
NEXT TWENTY MINUTES, 
YOU’LL GET TWO FREE 
PLENARY INDULGENCES! 
IT MEANS I PERSONALLY 
FORGIVE YOU FOR ANY-
THING, AND I’M THE FUCK-
ING VOICE OF GOD.”**

But aside from providing 

ludicrously offensive fake Pope 
sayings, what does the Pope’s 
invitation to Anglicans mean? 
This year, in Forbes’ fi rst-ever 
World’s Most Powerful People 
rankings, His Holiness didn’t 
even crack the top ten, com-
ing in behind people like Barry 

Obama, Chinese President Hu 
“Hu’s on First” Jintao, those 
nerds from Google, and, fi nally, 
the guy who runs Wal-Mart. 
What does it say about the state 
of the modern Catholic Church 
that the guys who made it eas-
ier to fi nd porn on the internet 
and the head of the symbol of 

by Sam Wadhams
ARTS CO-EDITOR

The Wages of Sin is Cash
Catholic Church Gives Free Pass 
to Angry Anglican Homophobes

American gross-overconsump-
tion wield more infl uence than 
the head of what is arguably the 
most powerful organization in 
history?

I couldn’t tell you; I’m not 
a religious scholar or anthropol-
ogy major. I’m just the teary-

eyed, hand-wringing voice of 
the masses and it would be hi-
lariously foolish to try to pre-
dict the doom of the Catholic 
Church, which will fi nally cease 
to exist a year or so after the 
sun explodes. But, well, you 
came here looking for meaning, 
and I’ll give it to you even if I 

have to make it up. An invita-
tion for the Anglicans to join 
the Catholic Church is a reac-
tion both to the decreasing and 
liberalizing of religion in the 
West. Many of the Anglicans 
the Catholic Church is hoping 
to attract are not the gay-loving 
New Hampshirites, but more 
traditional bishops, especially 
in Africa. There are about 37 
million Anglicans in Africa, a 
signifi cant chunk of the 77 mil-
lion worldwide. Many of these 
parishes are the ones responding 
negatively to American promo-
tion of gays and women to the 
priesthood and are more likely 
to return the Pope’s calls.

Any way you slice it though, 
there’s something a little strange 
about Catholicism, the domi-
nant sect of Christianity, trying 
to actively recruit people who 
they split with over difference 
of opinion. There was quite a 
bit of bloodshed and hurt feel-
ings that stemmed from Henry’s 
refusal to just grit out being 
married like everyone else, and 
a new union based around a mu-
tual distaste for gays and chicks 
talking about God is shaky foot-
ing to build a bridge on. But, as 
a lapsed Espiscopalian/pseudo-
Anglican, I think I’m going 
to keep getting my snake oil 
the same place I always have: 
Google and Wal-Mart.

*Obviously these com-
plaints get leveled at all reli-
gions. Today it’s the Catholics, 
but the Scientologists will get 
their due.

**Obviously the Pope never 
said this. Lighten up.

IT’S HARD OUT HERE FOR A PIMP
A REALER THAN FACT SPECIAL REPORT!
 Comedian Katt Williams was arrested on Monday, November 9 for allegedly burglarizing the home of a caretaker of 
record producer Barry Hankerson’ estate where Williams was living, in Coweta County, Georgia. He was charged with at-
tempting to steal $3,500 in jewelry. Released the following day on $41,150 bond, Williams maintains that the incident was 
a misunderstanding between the caretaker, local authorities, and himself. If investigators deem it necessary, Williams will 
soon have to appear in court. Here are the important quotations that the paper’s crack team of reporters have been able to 
compile from the internets. They’re all real gems. 

 Local Georgia WSB-Channel 2 reporter Eric Philips noted that 
 Williams said to him that he “did not resort to stealing when 
he was homeless and certainly would not do so as a millionaire.”

 Williams, speaking outside of the Coweta County 
 jail on November 10 after being released, said 
“Sometimes in America it’s hard to know what things are 
just by the way they look.”

We’re rooting for ya, Katt. 
Love and respect, the paper.

 Speaking with local reporters, Williams explained  
 that he did gain forced entry into the caretaker’s 
home in order to “turn on the lights so that horses on the 
property would not become frightened by their own refl ec-
tion” that they might see in panes of glass near the stables.

 In response to the allegation that he would purposefully steal 
 jewelry, William Briggs, William’s attorney, noted that “Mr. 
Williams wears more than that [$3,500 in value] in jewelry on his 
person.” 

$

$$

$

Pope Benedict XVI, 
huckster for Jesus.
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This past Friday, NASA sci-
entists confi rmed reports that 
the “LCROSS” satellite that 
was purposely crashed into 
the southern pole of the lunar 
surface on October 9th of this 
year uncovered considerable 
amounts of water on the Moon. 
Project scientist Anthony Cola-
prete, his pocket protector bulg-
ing with excitement, announced 
at a November 13th press con-
ference, “I’m here today to tell 
you that indeed, yes, we found 
water. And we didn’t fi nd just a 
little bit; we found a signifi cant 
amount.” This “signifi cant” 
amount is no exaggeration, as 
NASA noted that the satellite 
collected close to twenty-fi ve 
gallons of the stuff, though it 
was in the form of ice due to the 
cold and heartless vacuum of 
space. That might not be enough 
agua for your morning shower, 
but in terms of mankind’s un-
derstanding of the Moon, this is 
a major event. 

First, let’s talk some about 
the back story. The satellite, 
named the Lunar Crater Ob-
servation and Sensing Satellite 
(or “LCROSS,” as mentioned 
before), cost the National Aero-

nautics and Space Administra-
tion $79 million, which in terms 
of America’s space program is 
roughly the equivalent spent on 
engineering the toilet seats 
of the current Space Shuttle 
OV-105 Endeavour. Seri-
ously, Ron Howard spent 
more on the catering budget 
for Apollo 13. However, this 
small allocated sum was not 
a result of the credit crunch 
or any other government 
cutbacks. The whole proj-
ect, in fact, was actually de-
livered on time and slightly 
under-budget. LCROSS was 
a “Class D” mission, denot-
ing it had the highest risk of 
failure. Once-in-a-lifetime 
missions and those with hu-
man passengers are consid-
ered “Class A” missions and 
carry a high cost in time and 
money to ensure that the 
equipment won’t fail and the 
astronauts involved don’t get 
their eyeballs sucked out of 
their heads. The extra test-
ing, custom-built gear, and 
redundant equipment all 
drive up costs to levels that 
give even members of Congress 
pause. With LCROSS and proj-
ects like it, though, NASA can 
instead launch more risky mis-

sions instead of just a handful 
of marquee ones, and reap more 
rewards even if some fail. It’s 
like investing in penny stocks 

or playing nickel slots, just with 
tens of millions of taxpayer’s 
dollars. 

Indeed, when you also read 

about how LCROSS went about 
collecting water samples, one 
cannot help but wonder just how 
long NASA geeks were LARP-

ing in the offi ce after hours 
before they came up with 
the idea. The satellite, once 
it entered the lunar orbit, 
essentially operated in two 
stages, the fi rst unit separat-
ing from the main body and 
impacting with the Moon 
before the second unit fol-
lowed behind to gather data. 
Slamming into the lunar sur-
face at roughly 5,592 miles 
per hour (that’s over seven 
times the speed of sound, 
8,201 feel per second, or re-
ally fucking fast), stage one 
of LCROSS was designed 
only to bury itself deep into 
a slice of moon cheese and 
explode long-buried sedi-
ment into the lunar atmo-
sphere. NASA estimated the 
ensuing crater at measuring 
sixty to one hundred feet 
wide and the plume of moon 
smoke at six miles up from 
the surface. The second unit 
then fl ew through the cloud 

of debris and took samples, 
readings, and other data that 
was then relayed and returned to 
home base. Just to recap, then, 

NASA spent almost $80 million 
to more or less crash something 
into the Moon at fuck-all speed, 
not knowing in any conclusive 
manner if they would fi nd wa-
ter, or anything for that matter. 
Suddenly Reagan’s Star Wars 
nuclear missile defense la-
sers don’t sound so ridiculous. 
NASA, though, got lucky this 
time around. 

The big, questions is, then, 
what happens next? Given that 
the scientifi c community still 
has its collective lab coat tighty-
whiteys in a duo-decahedral 
twist, nothing immediately. 
However, the information col-
lected could have various sig-
nifi cant ramifi cations. Depend-
ing on the age of the ice (we’re 
talking about the potential for 
billions of years old), we may 
be able to determine more about 
the evolution of our solar sys-
tem, much more than the ice 
core samples that scientists have 
taken from Earth’s poles. Ad-
ditionally, there may be traces 
of other organic compounds, 
which could mean new horizons 
for lunar exploration. Either 
way, for what sounds like an 
incredibly expensive interstellar 
drunk-driving accident, NASA 
sure struck pay dirt. To infi nity 
and beyond!

by Max Siegal
NEWS CO-EDITOR 

NASA Confirms Satellite Found Water on Moon 

Back in 1729, the Mediterra-
nean Sea reported a slight cough 
and chest congestion. Italian 
sailors and physicians, think-
ing nothing of it, attributed the 
condition to mare sporco (“dirty 
sea”), and told the ailing sea to 
rest up, ingest a strong tincture 
of opium, and prepare for a few 
centuries of overfi shing and 
pollution. The sea followed the 
doctor’s orders diligently, but 
the condition only worsened. 
The cough became stronger, the 
congestion more pronounced, 
and the poor Mediterranean 
found itself riddled with large, 
fl oating masses of bacteria and 
virus-ridden mucus that clogged 
nets, suffocated hapless fi sh and 
horrifi ed bathers from Gibraltar 
to the Bosporus. When reached 
for comment, the Mediterranean 
gurgled pitifully and hacked up 
a 100 kilometer-wide snot rock-
et onto the shores of Algeria.

Yes, the Mediterranean has 
a mucus issue, and a big one at 
that. Within the last thirty years, 
the prominence of marine muci-
lage, colloquially known as “sea 
mucus,” has increased exponen-
tially, and, aside from causing 
environmental issues ranging 
from the spread of diseases such 
as e-coli to suffocating millions 
of fi sh, is entirely revolting and 

bizarre.
A marine mucilage is essen-

tially a giant ball of dead organic 
matter formed from the aggre-
gation of what is known as ma-
rine snow. Marine snow occurs 
when organic matter close to the 
surface of the sea, consisting of 
things such as fecal 
matter, dead fi sh 
scales, soot, sand, 
and tiny organisms 
like plankton, col-
lect into ‘fl akes’, 
usually in the form 
of loose clusters 
and long, slimy 
strands. Over time, 
these fl akes co-
alesce into large 
masses, which in 
turn collect more 
masses to form an 
even larger ball of 
disease and dead 
things; a mucilage 
to rival even the chest cavity of 
a bronchitis-infected two-pack-
a-day smoker. Due to the mostly 
organic composition of these 
mucus masses, they are rife 
with bacteria and viruses such 
as e-coli and fecal colliform 
bacteria, which can be easily 
and quickly transmitted to any-
one or anything that comes into 
contact with the mucilage.

Though marine mucilage 
has only recently become a 
hazard in the Mediterranean 

region, they have been around 
for nearly three centuries (mu-
cilage was fi rst reported in the 
Adriatic Sea by Italian sailors 
in 1729). Marine biologists and 
environmental scientists have 
concluded that mucilage tends 
to form in areas that are pollut-

ed, overfi shed, or both, and in 
areas with warm surface water 
temperatures. With the rampant 
pollution and overfi shing that 
has taken place since the 18th 
century and a general upward 
trend in water surface tempera-
ture in the Mediterranean due to 
global warming, the increased 
prevalence of mucilage in the 
region seems like a natural con-
sequence and is of little surprise 
to marine experts.

Aside from being complete-

ly horrifying in almost every 
regard and offensive to all as-
pects of decency and goodness, 
marine mucilage poses a huge 
environmental and economic 
problem for seafaring nations 
in all regions of the Mediterra-
nean. Primarily, these tasty little 

morsels threaten the 
fi shing industries 
of just about every 
coastal nation in the 
region. Aside from 
creating obstruc-
tions from net fi sh-
ing and trawling, 
mucilage has the 
potential to spread 
harmful disease 
through infected 
fi sh fl esh. Since 
these masses tend 
to fl oat in middle-
depth waters before 
eventually sinking 
to the ocean fl oor, 

many species of fi sh nibble on 
them or become caught in the 
sticky mess, effectively infect-
ing themselves with e-coli and 
a veritable cornucopia of other 
harmful microorganisms. These 
fi sh are then caught, handled, 
distributed and eaten, spread-
ing disease to those who handle 
them and to those who consume 
them. This has the potential to 
devastate and almost complete-
ly ruin many small towns and 
villages on the Mediterranean 

coast whose economies are sup-
ported by their fi shing indus-
tries.

In addition to potentially 
wreaking havoc on small fi sh-
ing communities, the unchecked 
growth of marine mucilage may 
also take a toll Mediterranean 
tourism. Mucilage often wash-
es up on beaches and, in some 
cases, forms and stays close 
to coastlines (in March 2007, 
mucilage was reported to have 
extended 1,500 miles along It-
aly’s Adriatic coast). Naturally, 
an immense wad of, well, snot 
marring an otherwise serene and 
beautiful sandy-white beach on 
the sky-blue Mediterranean is 
quite the turn off for tourists, as 
is the possibility of becoming 
entangled in disease-infested 
boogers while going for a ro-
mantic honeymoon swim on the 
French Riviera. If these masses 
continue to spawn and grow, 
many beaches and resorts along 
the Mediterranean coast may 
have massive cleanups ahead 
of them, or may become unsuit-
able for tourism. These repul-
sive, slimy, evil balls of snot 
and pestilence would repel tour-
ists from formerly scenic beach-
es and cover them with harmful 
germs and rotting organic mat-
ter; not exactly the ideal for a 
week away in the Greek Isles or 
the Amalfi  Coast.

by Sean Kelly
STAFF GESUNDHEIT

Mankind Ruining Oceans Causes Sea Mucilage Problem
Mediterranean Sea Suff ers From a Nasty Cold

Forgive the low-resolution picture, but 
that is a MAN-SIZED glob of sea mucus. 
EWWWWWWW.

Not the 
same thing.

Scientific Community Gets Collective Space Boner


