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In his twenty fi ve years as 
NBA commissioner, David 
Stern has often been an object 
of scorn due to his alleged ma-
nipulations of professional bas-
ketball.  Whether facing rumors 
of fi xing the 1985 NBA Draft or 
having the refs throw the play-
offs every year in favor of his 
favorite team of the moment, 
Stern has acquired a reputation 
as a man who uses his power 
far beyond what is ethically ap-
propriate to satisfy his own per-
sonal desires.  But it is the role 
he played in the trajectory of the 
success of a major league other 
than his own that has probably 
been his most curious contribu-
tion to the world of professional 
sports.

Prior to becoming NHL 
commissioner, Gary Bettman 
worked in David Stern’s front 
offi ce for more than a decade.  
When he made the jump from 
NBA to NHL in 1993, hockey’s 
popularity had been snow-
balling in the US.  A series of 
events in the prior several sea-
sons, culminating in the 1994 
Eastern Conference Final be-
tween the Devils and Rangers 
and the Ranger’s eventual Stan-
ley Cup victory, had caused 
hockey to be more popular that 
basketball.

But that didn’t last.  The 
1995 season was strike-short-
ened, killing a considerable 
amount of interest among fans 
even when play eventually re-
sumed.  Although many hoped 
the league would make a quick 
recovery, this turned out not 
to be the case, as the NHL has 
since lagged behind the other 
major pro leagues, to the point 
that it is an afterthought among 
most casual fans.

I digress back to David 
Stern for a moment.  Gary Bet-
tman’s stupidity and suckiness 
during his reign as league chief 
has led some to believe that 
there were devious reasons be-
hind Stern pushing Bettman to 
the NHL.  The conspiracy goes 
that Stern, seeing his biggest 
competition currently beating 
his league, looked into his of-
fi ce, picked the least capable in-
dividual, and lobbied for him to 
attain that league’s highest posi-
tion.  Doing so would solve the 
two-pronged problem of getting 
a dumbass out of his circle and 
running his rival straight into 
the ground.

Whether these were Stern’s 
intentions or he genuinely 

thought Bettman would be a 
good fi t is irrelevant at this 
point, because he certainly 
hasn’t been.  Among his many 
moronic decisions as league 
boss, the most notable has been 
the expansion and transfer of 
franchises.  One of his primary 
goals has been to expand hock-
ey’s American fan base beyond 
the northern states.  It’s not a 
bad idea, but one that Bettman 
executed horribly.  It is unclear 
if his intentions were to push 
teams out of Canada, but that’s 
what happened.  Bettman’s 
decision to establish teams in 
places where the residents had 

never seen snow quickly shoved 
prices upward, and the smaller 
market Canadian teams of Win-
nipeg and Quebec, despite hav-
ing devoted fan bases, were 
forced to move.

And while the move from 
Quebec to Denver has worked, 
the other transplanted Cana-
dian team, 
the Win-
nipeg Jets, 
hasn’t done 
so well.  
Instead of 
moving to 
a larger city 
that would 
show in-
terest in 
hockey, the 
Jets owner-
ship instead 
moved to 
Phoenix, a 
second-tier 
city where 
people rare-
ly see water, 
let alone ice.  
The team’s 
early years were reasonably 
fi nancially and competitively 
successful, featuring stars Jere-

my Roenick and Keith Tkachuk 
and a logo that looked like it 
had been designed by a crack-
addled Picasso.  Things were 
off to a good start, and it looked 
like the hockey team in the des-
ert just might make it.

This hasn’t exactly hap-
pened.  The Coyotes have 
sucked since the early 2000s, 
leading the team to sputter fi -
nancially.  The last few years 
have been highlighted by nu-
merous arena problems, a lack 
of consistency in general man-
agement, and Wayne Gretzky’s 
completely ruining his credibili-
ty as a coach or owner.  Periodi-

cally, a rumor would fl oat 
around that some wealthy 
person wanted to invest 
in the Coyotes, but these 
would all be squashed 
based on the reasoning 
that no rich person, no 
matter how stupid, was 
that fucking stupid.

So it came as no sur-
prise when the Coyotes 
fi led for bankruptcy in 
May of this year.  What 
was a shock was that 
Phoenix’s ownership had 
agreed to sell the team to 
Canadian billionaire Jim 
Balsillie, who planned to 
move the team to Ham-
ilton, Canada.  Although 
this was met with tremen-

dous enthusiasm in Canada and 
garnered support among Ameri-
can hockey fans, Bettman hasn’t 
warmed to the idea.  Phoenix’s 
sale to Balsillie was challenged 
by the NHL on the grounds that 
the league has spent tens of mil-
lions to support the franchise 
and therefore has more of a say 

in owner-
ship and re-
location de-
cisions than 
the owners 
do.  The ex-
p l a n a t i o n 
for this po-
sition has 
appeared to 
be nothing 
more than to 
keep a fran-
chise out 
of Canada.  
The NHL 
Board of 
Governors 
also voted 
against Bal-
sillie’s ap-
proval as an 

owner, claiming that he lacked 
good character and integrity.  
Even if Balsillie has truly ter-
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God, I love violence.  I’m sorry.  I know in our pacifi ed, neu-
tered society the idea of infl icting pain (or better yet, watching 
pain be infl icted), is a barbaric reminder of our animal roots and 
that as a cultured society we should work to progress beyond our 
vulgar urges.  Or, conversely, howabout go fuck yourself?  Pro 
football exists both because of the incredible feats of athleticism 
performed on the fi eld and because it satisfi es our national Barca-
lounger bloodlust.  Golf features tremendous feats of athleticism, 
but golf is boring to watch.  So my Role Model of the Week 
is Dante Wesley.  The Carolina Panthers cornerback straight up 
exploded Tampa Bay Buccaneer Pro Bowl punt returner Clifton 
Smith.  I mean he murdered that fucker.  Go YouTube it, I’ll 
wait.  Wow, that was some shit, huh?  I guess full on superman 
spear-tackling a guy in the neck while the ball is still in the air is 
“illegal” or something, but goddamn.  Wesley ended up getting 
suspended without pay for the next game, but I think I speak for 
both of us when I say, “Totally worth it.”  There is, however, a 
downside to all of this. Smith was knocked completely out, and 
because the hit in question took place with only ten seconds left 
in the half and was more or less completely meaningless, Wes-
ley putting Smith’s life, health, and career in danger is kind of a 
“dick move.”  Wesley was ejected, and Smith didn’t return in the 
second half.  The hit lead to both teams clearing their benches and 
coming to near West Side Story levels of gang violence, which 
was fortunately (tragically?) averted.  That’s the other edge of 
sports violence: you are allowed to hit anyone on the fi eld (aside 
from the quarterback) as hard as you can, so long as you do it at 
an approved moment.  Wesley may very well have just mistimed 
a completely clean hit, but he ended up getting ejected and miss-
ing a game.  It’s a tragedy we pay these guys millions of dollars 
to infl ict blah blah blah… I love violence.  I’m sorry.

rible character, this is a league 
that associates with luminar-
ies like Mike Milbury, Claude 
Lemieux, and Todd Bertuzzi, 
suggesting that the reasoning 
given against Balsillie isn’t 
based on anything relevant to 
hockey.

It was assumed that this 
ownership clusterfuck would 
have been solved before the 
beginning of the NHL season, 
but knowing the American legal 
system and its fi ne tradition of 
working speedily, this was not 
to be the case.  It was also as-
sumed that Balsillie had a really 
good shot at buying the Coy-
otes, given that his bid to buy 
the team was about $80 million 
more than the NHL’s, not in-
cluding the extra $40 million he 
said he would pay to buy out the 
lease on the Glendale Arena, the 
team’s dilapidated home. Judge 

Redfi eld T. Baum apparently 
did not see things Balsillie’s 
way.  The court instead ruled 
last week to reject both bids, 
which essentially amounts to 
Balsillie being shoved out while 
the league maintains its right 
to decide ownership of a fran-
chise.  The Coyotes will stay 
in Arizona for this season, but 
their future is uncertain beyond 
that.  What is likely to happen is 
that Gary Bettman and his board 
of invalid bloodsuckers will do 
their damned best to shop this 
dead-in-the-water franchise un-
til some moron with the money 
and total lack of brain cells de-
cides that buying a hockey club 
famous for disorganization and 
having no fans is an enticing in-
vestment.  Bettman is likely to 
succeed, and in doing so he will 
continue to make a mockery out 
of the sport’s highest league.

A Stern Letter:
How the NBA Commissioner’s Special Friend is Ruining the NHL

Gary Bettman:
ASS

Oh Bubbles, you’re mixed up 
again.

“If he dies, he dies”


