
“Who’s Armory? OUR Ar-
mory!” cried hundreds of pas-
sionate Northwest Bronx resi-
dents as they marched down 
University Avenue on Sunday 
afternoon. Holding signs—“Say 
no way to poverty pay”—and 
their fi sts in the air, the group 
made way toward the Kings-
bridge Armory from St. Nicho-
las Church on University and 
Fordham, where community 
organizations had gathered to 
demand community-benefi cial 
development of the Armory 
from local politicians and City 
Council members. 

The Kingsbridge Armory 
was built in 1917 and is the 
world’s largest armory—a nine-
story red-brick building that 
covers the entire block from 
Kingsbridge Road and 195th 
Street to Reservoir and Jerome 
Avenues with interior space 
roughly equivalent to 4 foot-
ball fi elds. It was designated a 
city landmark in 1974, and the 
state gave the title to the armory 
and its property to New York 
City in 1996. Currently, the Ar-
mory is occupied by sectors of 
the National Guard, but now, 
The Related Companies, the 
mega-developer that built the 
Time Warner Center and Union 
Square, wants to develop a mall 
within the Armory. This pro-
posal was met with strong pro-
tests from community groups, 
especially the Northwest Bronx 
Community & Clergy Coalition 
and the Kingsbridge Redevel-
opment Alliance (KARA), who 
demand that Related Compa-
nies sign a Community Benefi ts 
agreement before any develop-
ment begins.

This Sunday the Northwest 
Bronx Community & Clergy 
Coalition invited congress-
men, state senators, city council 
members, and other elected of-
fi cials to a forum, “Blueprint for 
the Bronx,” in the St. Nicholas 

school gymnasium to hear the 
specifi c requests of the commu-
nity concerning the Armory, im-
migration reform, and housing 
foreclosure issues.

Among them, Bronx Bur-
rough President Ruben Diaz, Jr. 
made a powerful speech to the 
packed audience that focused 
solely on the Armory Redevel-
opment issue. 

“Telling ‘no’ to powerful 
millionaires 
is not an easy 
thing. The 
pressure is 
hard,” said 
Diaz. A wom-
an amidst 
the packed 
crowd yelled, 
“We got your 
back!” 

“Right,” 
he continued, 
“and that’s 
why I know 
we are do-
ing the right 
thing.” 

Diaz, who 
is partnered with the NWBCCC, 
laid out the facts on the issue—
that the Armory is worth $25 
million, that the city plans to 
sell it to Related Companies for 
$5 million, and that the mega-
developer will get $17 million 
in tax breaks, affording Related 
Companies a huge profi t. 

“I want to do business in the 
Bronx; I want developments. 
But it’s not radical to say to 
Related that if you’re going to 
develop you need to a) consider 
the affect on the local business-
es and b) give people good jobs, 
full-time, with benefi ts!” Diaz 
continued, assuring the cheer-
ing crowd that he will continue 
to “say no” to the development 
of the Armory until they sign 
the Community Benefi ts agree-
ment.

The Community Benefi ts 
agreement demands that Re-
lated ensures unionized paying 

jobs for local residents at a liv-
ing wage of at least $10/hour 
and prevents the creation of a 
“poverty wage center” of 1,200 
part-time, low benefi t jobs that 
the Shops at the Armory mall 
would give. It demands that Re-
lated Companies does not bring 
any commercial retail space into 
the armory that will displace the 
hundreds of local businesses in 
the area, and it demands that 4 

small schools be constructed on 
the north side of the Armory to 
assuage overcrowding in Bronx 
schools.

Bill Thompson, Democratic 
candidate for mayor, spoke out 
to the crowd, “Is this a city of 
New Yorkers or a city of the 
rich?” Backed by uproar from 
the crowd, he pointed his fi nger 
at City Hall. The Bronx has the 
highest poverty rate in the coun-
try, with 37.8% of families in 
the Bronx living below the pov-
erty level. 

“Mike Bloomberg has taken 
care of his developer friends 
and ignored the needs of the 
community. If the developers 
are making so much money, we 
should have jobs!” he continues.

The Related Companies is 
one of the top three mega-devel-
opers in New York City. Chair-
man & CEO Stephen M. Ross, 
owner of the Miami dolphins 

and the 78th richest person in 
America, is appraised at $2.5 
million. 

Though Related Compa-
nies “wants to see a project that 
will uplift the community while 
making money for the develop-
ers at the same time,” there have 
been no intentions of creating 
any full-time positions. This 
would “further entrench the 
poverty cycle in the communi-

ty,” according 
to KARA rep-
resentatives.

Address-
ing the need 
for more 
schools in 
the Bronx, 
17-year-old 
Miguel Rodri-
guez and other 
youth leaders 
from Sisters 
and Brothers 
United spoke 
out, saying, 
“We shouldn’t 
have classes 
in the hall-

ways and cafeterias.” With a ra-
tio of 35 students to each teach-
er, schools are overcrowded 
in the Bronx. The Department 
of Education has justifi ed this 
with a 2005 statistic, asserting 
that they only expected that 1/3 
of these children will get to the 
12th grade and that they will 
therefore build enough space for 
this 36% of students.

High school students from 
SBU dressed in graduation 
gowns and formed a line in front 
of the stage holding signs saying 
“What about me?” and “I’m not 
in the 36%,” while their peers 
at the podium urged members 
of the audience to sign letters 
imploring Ernesto Padron of the 
Muller Local Redevelopment 
Authority to move the National 
Guard out of the Armory so that 
much-needed schools will be 
built in that space. 

After more cheers of, “Sí se 

puede!” and, “2,4,6,8, Related 
must negotiate!” ceased, Pastor 
Catrina Foster, representing the 
community, directly addressed 
City Council Majority Leader 
Joel Rivera, asking him if he 
will write to council members 
to ensure that Related will not 
be allowed to develop until they 
sign the Community Benefi ts 
agreement. He responded yes, 
pointing to the crowd, “Because 
for 30 years it has not been 
Bloomberg or big developers 
that have had developing ideas 
for this Armory, it has been all 
of you!” 

The energy of the room 
and the strength of the crowd’s 
cheers that fi lled the space were 
then carried onto the streets for 
the ½ mile walk and protest to 
the Armory.

Fr. Jim Sheehan, a campus 
minister at Bronx Community 
College who was sitting in the 
audience, explained that “any 
time people aren’t afforded 
good jobs and schools aren’t 
developed well, the only insti-
tution here is the prison indus-
try—and the Armory is in a way 
a symbol of that. The prison in-
dustry is a step-child of gentri-
fi cation and unplanned develop-
ments—we don’t need another 
cheap development.”

Sheehan attended the forum 
along with hundreds of his fel-
low residents because they “be-
lieved in social justice,” and, 
specifi cally, “wanted the com-
munity’s voice to be heard.”

Fordham students can get 
involved by contacting anyone 
in Dr. Jeanine Fletcher’s Ser-
vice Learning Course focused 
on KARA (specifi cally Mike 
Haskins at mhaskins@fordham.
edu). Additional information is 
available online at ourarmory.
org. There will be a City Coun-
cil hearing on November 12th 
that will decide whether or not 
to approve Related Companies 
plan - the last chance for voices 
to be heard.

by Kaitlin Campbell
STAFF BRONX ADVOCATE

Bronx Community Demands that the Commercial Development of 
the Kingsbridge Armory Meet its Educational and Economic Needs

“Fortress of Fairness, Castle of Community”
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Recently, the Obama White 
House has seemingly “declared 
war” on FOX News, with staff-
ers ranging from Communica-
tions Director Anita Dunn to 
Press Secretary Robert Gibbs 
and even Chief of Staff Rahm 
Emmanuel taking rhetorical pot 
shots at the media giant. This 
war went nuclear on October 
23rd when FOX correspondent 
Major Garrett was denied an in-
terview with White House pay 
czar Kenneth Feinberg. After a 
terrifi c little storm erupted, the 
situation was cleared up and 
FOX got their interview with the 
man just like everyone else, but 
a rotten taste had clearly been 
left in some peoples’ mouths.

As per usual in the past nine 
months, much mouth-breathing 
rage and paranoia has been 
spent discussing the White 
House’s so-called “War on FOX 
News.” Here’s some Real Talk: 
FOX News is a disgrace to jour-
nalism, a poisonous presence in 
the media landscape and shame-
less in its lowbrow nature, and 
I personally condone this “war,” 
which will prove to be both 
a smart move politically for 
Obama and represents the sort 
of frank openness and honesty 
promised in Obama’s presiden-
tial campaign.

These skirmishes have come 
at the tail end of a ludicrous 
summer where FOX News 
openly peddled baseless con-
spiracy theories and outright 
lies while offering itself up as a 
powerful promoter of the woe-
fully stupid T.E.A. Parties. The 
inherent bias in 
FOX News may 
have always 
been readily ap-
parent, but at no 
point in the net-
work’s thirteen-
year history has 
it found itself so 
openly meddling 
in politics at the 
beck and call of 
the Republican 
Party. 

A number 
of analysts and 
thinkers have 
come out oppos-
ing the pushback 
on ethical terms. Notably, the 
venerable Helen Thomas has 
warned the Obama Administra-
tion to back off, which is trou-
bling to say the least. Thomas 
has the experience, fortitude 
and moral compass to make her 
word gospel in most cases. Un-
surprisingly, on the other side of 
the coin, Karl Rove (who’s now 
moonlighting as a FOX News 
political analyst) has declared 
the FOX pushback “Nixonian,” 

with scores of conservative 
“thinkers” following suit. Toby 
Harnden, a columnist for the 
UK Telegraph, wrote that the 
sparring is indicative of a presi-
dency stuck in campaign mode, 
placing importance in rhetoric 
and media presence rather than 

taking on pressing issues of 
state. Others, like The Huffi ng-
ton Post’s Jason Linkins, have 
argued that while they agree 
with the substance of the tactic, 
they foresee negative political 
fallout from the attacks.

Given the obvious impor-
tance of an autonomous press in 
American democracy, the eye-
brow-raising across the board 
is superfi cially understandable. 
But as Salon’s Glenn Green-

wald helpfully pointed out, vo-
cally criticizing your media op-
ponents is a far cry from the sort 
of Carnivalesque skullduggery 
that the Bush White House free-
ly engaged in to keep the dumb 
press quiet. Calling FOX out 
for being what it is and doing 

what it does in press 
conferences bears 
little ethical resem-
blance to Bush’s 
CIA wiretapping of 
CBS, ABC, the New 
York Times and the 
Washington Post 
as a pushback from 
their reports on se-
cret prisons abroad. 
Rhetorical barbs 
have nothing on the 
sheer barbarism of 
the Bush 

White House’s 
detaining of Al 
Jazeera camera 
man Sami al-Haj 

for six years, or the detention of 
the Pulitzer Prize-winning war 
photographer Bilal Hussein on 
bogus charges after his pictures 
showed a different reality than 
what Bush offi cials were art-
fully constructing.  

The petty political reality of 
the situation is that the decision 
to lean on FOX hard is a move 
designed to fi re up the liberal 
base by whipping the hapless 
boobs on the Right into a con-

spiracy theory-fueled frenzy 
and letting all the world be once 
again reminded of their lunacy. 
While Glenn Beck (of all peo-
ple) fi red back with irreverent 
humor, playing up wartime im-
agery by putting a red telephone 
on his desk that the White House 
can call whenever he spouts an 
inaccuracy; others, like media 
wash-up Tucker Carlson, are 
all too willing to play the hy-
perbole card. Carlson whined 
about the rest of the media cow 
towing to the pushback, bizarre-
ly ignoring the overwhelming 
slew of critics from everywhere 
in the media spectrum. It’s very 
obvious that the White House 
won’t destroy or discredit FOX 
News—if anything, this gives 
them another whiney talking 
point to harp on for the next 
three years, playing into their 
newfound conservative-white-
folks-as-victim shtick, and FOX 
does a wonderful job of discred-
iting itself on its own. What it 
does do is cause people like 
Senator Lamar Alexander (R-
Tenn.) to shout about invisible 
“enemies lists” in Congress and 
talking heads/demagogues and 
conservative bloggers to inevi-
tably continue spouting absurd 
Holocaust/Stalin/Nixon com-
parisons, all of which make for 
entertaining lunacy for the quiet 
majority of America. 

by Charles Hailer
STAFF DEADITOR
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The words “rent control” 
tend to have somewhat of a 
nostalgic connotation for New 
York residents. Many long-
time and native inhabitants re-
member this term as a remnant 
of a bygone era, when New 
York’s middle and working 
class could still live in a vari-
ety of neighborhoods and areas 
throughout the fi ve boroughs 
for a reasonable price (by New 
York standards). With the onset 
of rezoning projects and wide-
spread gentrifi cation in the post-
Giuliani years and with the ar-
bitrary reassigning of formerly 
middle-class areas as “hip” or 
“up-and-coming,” rent control 
is looking more and more like 
an artifact from the past, re-
membered by many but expe-
rienced by very few. However, 
with the help of a recent ruling, 
the New York Court of Appeals 
may just be the bureaucratic Je-
sus that the rent control Lazarus 
needs to spring forth from the
rocks and walk once again.

On Thursday, October 22nd, 
the Appellate Division of the 
New York State Supreme Court 
made a landmark ruling against 
the Tishman-Speyer partner-
ship regarding their holdings 
at Stuyvesant Town and Peter 
Cooper Village, two of the na-

tion’s largest apartment com-
plexes. The partnership, con-
sisting of Tishman-Speyer 
Properties and BlackRock Real 
Estate, along with the com-
plex’s former owner, Metro-
politan Life, was found in a 4-2 
decision by the court to be liable 
for an estimated $200 million in 
rent overcharges and damages 
to tenants of 4,352 units in both 
Stuyvesant Town and 
Peter Cooper Village. 
The rent overcharges 
in question were, ac-
cording to the rul-
ing, a direct violation 
of New York’s J-51 
housing program, 
which was created to 
encourage building 
renovation and im-
provement in NYC 
apartments.

According to the 
provisions of the J-51 
housing program, a 
landlord may be eligible for 
partial tax exemptions and 
abatement benefi ts provided 
that the landlord or building 
owner does decontrol the rent 
of or charge market price for 
the apartments being renovated. 
The Tishman-Speyer partner-
ship had been collecting ben-
efi ts and enjoying an estimated 
$24 million in tax breaks since 
1992 as a result of the major 
renovations and refurbishments 

taking place at their Manhattan 
properties, all the while selling 
units at market rate, decontrol-
ling units and raising rents for 
long-time residents by up to a
thousand dollars per month to 
defer the cost of renovations 
and to change the demographic 
of its tenants.

Though the decision was 
welcomed by many tenants, who 

over the past few year have seen 
their rents raised astronomical-
ly, real estate industry profes-
sionals are lamenting the court’s 
ruling as potentially crippling to 
the industry as a whole. Land-
lords and building owners all 
over the New York metropolitan 
area fear that the paradigm shift 
(that is, the increased regula-
tion of NYC rents) represented 
by the decision would drive 
many buildings currently under 

renovation into bankruptcy and 
foreclosure, thereby having a 
retroactive effect on New York 
real estate for owners and ten-
ants alike.

Many owners and investors 
have used the J-51 housing pro-
gram as a means of refurbishing 
apartments and complexes to 
meet the rapidly growing de-
mand for luxury housing in New 

York, and have hiked 
their tenants’ rents and 
taken out numerous 
loans to diffuse the cost 
of these renovations. 
This is especially true 
for the Tishman-Speyer 
Partnership, whose fi -
nancial reserves, kept 
to pay the gap between 
rent revenues, have 
dwindled down to only 
$24 million within the 
last several years. If 
the rent overcharge and 
damages reparations are 

paid to tenants according to the 
court decision, then the partner-
ship is expected to default as 
early as December of this year.

Though the fi nancial im-
plications of this decision are 
certainly vast, the social im-
plications cannot be ignored. 
This court’s ruling stands as the 
fi rst major attack on gentrifi ca-
tion and unchecked rent rising 
in New York. Stuyvesant Town 
and Peter Cooper Village stand 

as near-perfect examples of the 
far-reaching ramifi cations of re-
cent New York gentrifi cation. 
Built for returning WWII vet-
erans in the late 1940s (rents at 
the time ranged from $51 to $90 
a month for one and fi ve bed-
room units, respectively), these 
complexes have since been 
regarded as a vestige of New 
York’s urban middle class. The 
complexes have housed every-
one from FDNY fi refi ghters to 
immigrant families and nearly 
everyone in between. How-
ever, since the Tishman-Speyer
Partnership took over the prop-
erties, these residents have been 
systematically squeezed out by 
absurd rent hikes in order to 
make way for a younger gen-
eration with more disposable in-
come and an eye for pretentious 
aesthetics (many of the recent 
renovations ape the minimalis-
tic style of failed Williamsburg 
condominium projects and em-
ploy glass walls, white plastic 
and imitation Keith Harring 
artwork). Though the ruling 
against Tishman-Speyer may 
indeed create fi nancial woes for 
investors and landlords around 
the city, it nonetheless repre-
sents an institutionalized recog-
nition of the problems inherent 
in the practice of gentrifi cation, 
and a possible step toward miti-
gating its effects on New York’s 
middle class.

by Sean Kelly
STAFF RENT CONTROL

NY Court of Appeals Rules in Favor of NYC Tenants

Super-fake photo 
rendering, just like 
the ones Fordham 
has around the 
construction site

Construction Firm in Downward Tishman-Speyer-al?

When they say 
“fair and balanced,” 
they’re referring to 
their checkbooks, 
really.
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Funny story: Balloon boy 
was in his garage the whole 
time! Not-so-Funny story: Your 
New York State Senator, Hiram 
Monserrate, was just convicted 
on domestic abuse charges for 
stabbing his girlfriend in the 
face.

Last December Monser-
rate’s girlfriend, Karla Giraldo, 
appeared at the Long Island 
Jewish Medical Center battered, 
bleeding, and distraught. She 
told hospital workers that Mon-
serrate had attacked her in their 
Queens apartment, slashing her 
across the face with a piece of 
broken glass. Twenty stitches 
criss-crossing around her left 
eye later, Giraldo left the medi-
cal center. As the press has re-
peatedly pointed out, she seems 
to have left her story there, too. 

As required by New York 
law, Monserrate was arrested 
and charged after Giraldo’s ap-
pearance at the hospital. Once 
Giraldo learned of Monserrate’s 
arrest, reported lead prosecutor 
Scott Kessler, she changed her 
story. “I’ve always said this was 
an accident,” Giraldo said in an 
interview with the New York 
Daily News. She reiterated this 
testimony in court, vehemently 
supporting Monserrate’s claim 

that he clumsily tripped and 
the not-at-all-suspicious bro-
ken glass he was holding ac-
cidentally tore into her fl esh. 
She continued to testify as such 
despite condemning testimo-
nies from multiple Long Island 
Medical Center staffers and a 
surveillance video 
revealing Mon-
serrate dragging 
a clearly injured 
Giraldo through 
their apartment 
building’s lobby.

Giraldo’s testi-
mony was particu-
larly important, as 
the evidence pro-
tecting Monser-
rate was shaky and 
Clue-like at best, 
a prime example 
being Giraldo’s 
bloody fi ngerprint 
on the bedroom light switch. 
Monserrate’s lawyer Joseph 
Tacopina argued that the lights 
were off prior to the incident 
and “you don’t commit domes-
tic abuse in a pitch black room” 
(a phrase I nominate as the new 
“you don’t wear white after la-
bor day”). 

However weakly the de-
fense’s arguments came across, 
the facts remained that the inci-
dent occurred behind a closed 

bedroom door and the victim 
(the only witness) testifi ed in 
favor of the defendant. The jury 
acquitted Monserrate of the fel-
ony charges, conviction on any 
of which would have ripped him 
from offi ce and rushed him to a 
seven-year prison sentence. The 

state senator was found guilty 
of only the sixth count: a mis-
demeanor for the violence wit-
nessed in the surveillance tape. 
“She’s injured and bruised, 
black and blue marks. There’s 
skin tearing. There are already 
injuries and a lot of blood,” the 
judge described, adding “the 
state has clearly proven he did 
indeed cause injury to Karla 
Giraldo without a reasonable 
doubt.”

With the court-ordered re-
straining order between the 
couple lifted and Monserrate 
headed back to his senate seat, 
the outcome of the case is un-
settling. It can be hard to grasp 
why someone so clearly victim-
ized could support the source 

of twenty stitches, 
a bruised arm, and 
the humiliation of 
a public trial. How-
ever, what is prov-
ing more unsettling 
is the gossip-rag 
quality debate over 
Giraldo’s deci-
sions. The head-
lines have been 
spinning particu-
larly out of control 
since she expressed 
her hopes to marry 
Monserrate in the 
near future. Giraldo 

has been labeled an idiot, an 
embarrassment, and a liar. Most 
(least) tastefully, Joanna Molloy 
of the New York Daily News 
called Giraldo “another member 
of the Rihanna Denial Club.” 

As was true in the case of 
Rihanna, the villainization of 
Giraldo is not justifi ed. Giraldo 
is, like one in four women, a 
victim of the cycle of domestic 
abuse. While she claimed be-
ing dragged through the lobby 

was the fi rst time she had ex-
perienced Monserrate’s anger, 
neighbors reported that they 
had often heard she and Mon-
serrate fi ghting. This suggests 
that if violence hadn’t already 
broken out, at the very least an 
unhealthy dynamic had wormed 
its way into their relationship. 

So why would she return to 
Monserrate or commit herself to 
marrying him? Because abusers 
are manipulative assholes. Stud-
ies have show that it takes the 
average woman 4-7 tries to leave 
her abusive partner, and of those 
who do leave only about one 
quarter ever report violence to 
the police (see: the Onion News 
Network’s “Domestic Abuse No 
Longer A Problem, Say Bruised 
Female Researchers”). With 
this in mind, consider the ter-
rifying task that faced Giraldo. 
Not only would she have to fi nd 
the incredible internal strength 
needed to leave her abusive 
partner, but she would need to 
do so on a national scale for the 
Overall Good of Women. I can’t 
imagine the fear one would 
have to overcome or the heal-
ing one would have to undergo 
to become such an advocate. I 
believe Giraldo has the power 
to one day fi nd that strength—
I just hope she doesn’t ask me 
where to begin looking for it.

by Marisa Carroll
STAFF GETS OFF EASY (?)

NY State Senator Convicted (Slightly) 
on Domestic Abuse Charges

Despite the 18th century’s 
dearth of deer in New York 
State, deer have made a huge 
comeback over the last 15 years, 
according to senior conservation 
ecologist at the Wildlife Conser-
vation Society Eric Sanderson. 
During the harsh winters in the 
Revolutionary era, the lumber 
industry grew in tandem with 
the cities, putting deer popula-
tions at risk. In the ongoing bat-
tle of Bambi versus woodlands, 
it seems now that the tables 
have turned. While deer have 
been sighted in Alley Pond Park 
in Queens, Inwood Hill Park in 
Manhattan and wooded areas in 
both the Bronx and on Staten 
Island, trees younger than 20 
years old have not. Conserva-
tionists in the area worry that 
there will be no forests to speak 
of in 50 years, as deer quite lit-
erally eat up their resources and 
habitats upstate, leaving voids 
termed “browselines.” These 
herds of hinds are marching 
to the big city by land and by 
sea—via parkways, greenways, 
and waterways. And with this 
infi ltration, comes indignation. 
Towns, villages, and counties 
in the region have dispatched 
bowhunters and sometimes 
sharpshooters to cull the herds. 
Now Westchester County, one 

of the largest local jurisdictions, 
is jumping on the deer death 
docket, approving the cull in its 
parkland, towns, and villages. 
These areas represent among 
the most densely populated re-
gions to authorize culling, and 
therefore prefer the supposedly 
safer method of bowhunting. 
Because a typical arrow’s range 
reaches no farther than 30 yards 
(compared to a bullet’s 200 
yards) and usu-
ally heads down-
wards, harming 
innocents (well, 
innocent non-
deer, at least) is 
less likely. 

For three 
years now the 
county has been 
mulling methods 
over, and it seems 
they’ve reached 
their conclusion 
in a recent invite. 
Sixty-fi ve hunt-
ers RSVPed to municipal or-
ders that read something like: 
“You’re Invited! What: A cull! 
Where: August county, specifi -
cally Muscoot Farm and Lasdon 
Parks When: Early November 
until the year’s end. Compen-
sation: As much venison as 
you want!!” Yep, these hunters 
aren’t killing does for dough—
they will only be paid in endless 
meat and gloating rights, with 

whatever they leave ending up 
in food banks. Following the 
WC’s move for hunting with 
$1,000 fi berglass-or-carbon-
constructed bows and aluminum 
arrows, three Hudson-side sub-
urbs are considering slaughter-
ing strategies as well. Hastings-
on-Hudson, Dobbs Ferry, and 
Irvington of the Town of Green-
burgh, as well as Rockland 
across the Hudson, are weigh-

ing the pros and cons of con-
trolled gun and bow hunts. As 
a member of the deer task force 
(yes, that exists) of Greenburgh 
solemnly commented on the 
deer-lemma, “Nobody wants to 
eliminate Bambi. We just need 
to manage the numbers.”

On this pro-“management” 
side, deer ruin suburban land-
scaping, splatter-paint SUVs 
with their blood, encourage 

highway rubbernecking, threat-
en the survival of species like 
the wood thrush and Kentucky 
warbler (which need the low-
rise forests that deer are eating 
for nesting), endanger people 
with Lyme disease, and don’t 
use an “s” when pluralized 
(what the hell is up with that?) 
On the other hand, while bow-
hunting might be safer, it is far 
crueler. An arrow doesn’t kill 

the deer immediately, 
causing tremendous 
suffering. Moreover, 
it’s not as if a humane 
alternative doesn’t 
exist. As Dr. Patri-
cia Cohn suggested 
in Valley Forge of 
Pennsylvania, por-
cine zona pellucid 
(or PZP), an immu-
nocontraceptive, can 
be successfully used 
to limit deer popula-
tions, as it already is 
used by the federal 

government on wild mares and 
has reduced deer herds at the Na-
tional Institute of Standards and 
Technology in Maryland and at 
Fire Island National Seashore. 
Coupled with contraception, 
eating areas could be fenced off 
so that deer don’t gobble too 
much ground-level vegetation 
and saplings, and as Priscilla 
Feral, president of the Darien, 
Connecticut-based Friends of 

Animals, perhaps herds don’t 
need thinning at all. She blames 
humans’ “reckless overdevelop-
ment” for pushing deer to the 
suburbs, and humans’ reckless 
hunting for pushing them to fl ee 
to the highways. In lieu of dart-
gunning birth control pills, she 
suggests body checks for ticks 
to prevent Lyme disease and a 
simple fencing mechanism. 

You may write such protests 
off as biased animal lovers, but 
members of the Audobon Soci-
ety actually argue that the real 
cruelty would be not enforcing 
a deer cull. Mr. Johansson, the 
naturalist at the Bedford Audo-
bon Society claimed that with 
depleted forests come depleted 
food sources, and the deer are 
starving. He has found mature 
adults weighing only 60 pounds, 
a fate worse than either arrow or 
bullet. Whatever the method, 
other offi cials believe deer cull-
ing won’t work at all, arguing 
that the herd will work to sur-
vive, by breeding earlier or giv-
ing birth to more deer at a time, 
ultimately producing more deer 
than before. This theory, how-
ever, hasn’t been extensively 
proven. What is clear, though, 
is that with roughly 63 deer per 
square mile (in contrast to the 
preferred 10) in some parts of 
Westchester, for the fl ora’s sake, 
the fawns have to go…some-
where. 

by Sarah Madges
STAFF ROBIN HOOD

Deer Population Explodes in New York 

The face of innocence?
Hardly.

File photo from the short-lived 
“Adopt-a-Deer”program.

State Responds With Volley of Projectiles

Chris Brown Reportedly Excited to Have New Cellmate in Hell
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Last week, in an unprec-
edented display of stupidity, the 
Heene family of Fort Collins, 
Colorado, proved that Ameri-
cans really will do almost any-
thing to get on television when 
they pretended to have “acci-
dentally” launched their 6 year 
old son in a giant silver weather 
balloon, leading a two-hour 
wild media helicopter chase 
that was eventually found to be 
a hoax when the empty balloon 
landed and the country sheriff 
found the son in a cardboard 
box in the attic. Yeah, seriously.

The Heene’s fam-
ily consists of hus-
band Richard, wife 
Mayumi, and their 
three sons, Bradford, 
10, Ryo, 8, and Fal-
con, 6. They fi rst ap-
peared on TV on an 
episode of Wife Swap, 
described as “a family 
of storm-chasers who 
devote their time to 
scientifi c experiments 
that include looking 
for extraterrestrials 
and building a re-
search-gathering fl y-
ing saucer to send in 
the eye of the storm”. 
That may sound cool, 
but in reality the fam-
ily has no associa-
tions with any sort of 
scientifi c research programs; 
Richard Heene has a high school 
education and is now a self-em-
ployed tile layer and the family 
is essentially nothing more than 
a bundle of science nerds who 
post weather videos on their 
blog. Seemingly harmless--until 
you give them their 15 minutes 
of fame and it infl ates their head 
at such a rapid rate it eventually 
explodes, spewing lies all over 
the national news. On October 
15, calls were put in to the Fed-
eral Aviation Administration 
(FAA), local TV station KUSA-
TV (from which they requested 
a helicopter to fi lm the balloons 
progress), and then, fi nally, 
emergency services, where they 
expressed concern that their 
son was in the balloon. Richard 
Heene described the balloon as 
a prototype for futuristic mode 
of transportation where one 
could fl y above cars at low lev-
els; this is laughable not only 
because it’s an utterly ridiculous 
concept, but also because the 
“balloon” was made of plastic 
sheets covered in aluminum foil 
and the “basket” that Falcon had 
supposedly been hiding in was 
merely thin plywood and card-
board held together with string 

and duct tape. Yeah, defi nitely 
what I’m going to trade my 
car in for. To also put Heene’s 
mental state in perspective, he 
reported that the balloon had a 
“high voltage timer” which was 
switched on and “would emit 
one million volts every fi ve 
minutes for one minute”. From 
aluminum foil and tape? False, 
Richie Heene. False.

So TV stations everywhere 
follow this balloon for 50 miles, 
across three counties, before it 
lands outside of Denver Inter-
national Airport. Planes were 
rerouted, the Colorado Coast 
Guard was called, and surprise! 

The balloon is empty. Turns out 
this Falcon wasn’t fl ying - soon 
after, the boy was found hiding 
in the cardboard box in the fam-
ily’s attic. This inevitably raised 
the idea that the entire thing had 
been a publicity stunt, and the 
Larimer County Sheriff’s of-
fi ce began investigating the in-
cident. Suspicions were raised 
even more several days later 
when the family was featured 
on Larry King Live and Falcon, 
upon asked why he didn’t come 
out when his name was called, 
turned to his parents and said, 
“You guys said we did this for 
the show”. Owned. The fol-
lowing day, when the family 
was featured on Good Morning 
America and the Today show, 
Falcon actually vomited during 
both shows when asked about 
his comment AND when his 
father was asked about it. Not 
at all suspicious. Investigations 
into the balloon by the Colo-
rado State University physics 
staff also revealed that the bal-
loon could not have held the 50 
pound boy – it had a maximum 
capacity of 37 lbs, and even with 
that likely wouldn’t have been 
able to take off. Background 

checks on Richard and Mayumi 
revealed they met at a Holly-
wood acting school; Richard 
was a failed actor/stand-up co-
median, and both the sheriff and 
Richard’s associates described 
him as obsessed with self-pro-
motion and television. If that 
isn’t enough to indicate fraud…
THEY FOUND THE BOY IN 
THE ATTIC. The Heene fam-
ily avidly denied it was a hoax, 
but the overwhelming evidence 
eventually forced Mayumi to 
admit that they had lied to au-
thorities and the incident was, 
in fact, fabricated; the affada-
vit stated: “The motive for the 

fabricated story was to 
make the Heene fami-
ly more marketable for 
future media interest.” 
Richard had had plans 
for a documentary sci-
ence show he dubbed 
The Science Detec-
tives, which entailed 
storm-chasing and 
pursuits of extraterres-
trial life. He pitched 
the show to TLC 
months before, and it 
was (not surprisingly) 
rejected. The October 
incident appeared to 
be nothing more than 
a fanatical attempt to 
garner enough media 
attention for their own 
show. The sad thing is, 
had they not done so 
they would have got-

ten their wish – the producer 
of Wife Swap stated that prior 
to the “Balloon Boy Incident” 
there had been a show about the 
Heenes in the works (the type 
of show was not mentioned) but 
following the publicity stunt the 
idea was immediately dropped. 

Currently the parents are 
facing numerous charges, in-
cluding conspiracy to commit a 
crime, contributing to the delin-
quency of a minor, and fi ling a 
false report with authorities, as 
well as a federal investigation 
from the FAA, not to mention 
the fact that the commissioned 
Coast Guard helicopters that 
followed the balloon cost thou-
sands of dollars. The Heenes 
are pleading not guilty and no 
charges have offi cially been 
fi led yet, but it’s safe to assume 
some form of action will be 
taken against them. I’m not re-
ally sure what the lesson is here. 
Your 6-year-old will rat you out 
via projectile vomit? Aluminum 
and tape do not a spaceship 
make? Wife Swap is corrupting 
America? Whatever it is, the 
Heenes family can undoubtedly 
we used as an example of what 
NOT to do.

by Mickie Meinhardt 
STAFF BIRDWATCHER 

“Balloon Boy”: 
A Treatise on 
the Demise of 

the American Family

FAKER 
THAN

TRUTH 
by Max Siegal, Sean Patrick Kelly, and Sean Bandfi eld
STAFF LIARS

BRONX, NY ~ In response to the ongoing surge in crime and 
public disturbances in the greater Belmont neighborhood, noted 
theologian and President of Fordham Univeristy Fr. Joseph M. 
McShane, S.J.*, announced a new security initiative, the Jesuit 
Escort with Students (“JEWS”) program. Still in its pilot stages, 
the JEWS program aims to pair groups of students traipsing about 
the Tri-bar with an elderly Jesuit from the on-campus geriatric 
communities, resulting in mutual benefi ts. “The presence of aged 
men in collars,” Fr. McShane explained, “will hopefully discour-
age any perpetrators planning to harass Fordham students. Ad-
ditionally, our Jesuits will enjoy the company, what with some-
one to fi nally tell their stories to besides bored nurse’s aides and 
stuffed teddy bears.” Fordham Administration did not comment, 
though, about the potential for the JEWS program to inhibit the 
instances of co-habitation, as boners are scientifi cally proven to 
occur up to 72% less when in the presence of clergymen.  
      -M.S.

WASHINGTON, D.C. ~ In a report released Saturday by the 
Department of the Interior in conjunction with Biblical scholars 
from Harvard School of Divinity, offi cials stated that, after care-
ful examination of scriptural texts, scholars have determined that 
Willem Dafoe is in fact the Fifth Horseman of the Apocalypse.  
Eclipsed throughout history by his four more famous counter-
parts Conquest, War, Famine, and Death, Dafoe was confi rmed 
to be, in fact, the sparsely described and oft-forgotten Horseman 
of Minor Inconvenience and Mundane Frustration. “With the re-
lease of my latest fi lm, Antichrist, I thought that now would be 
the most appropriate time to reveal my identity,” said Dafoe to 
eager reporters in a press conference after the report’s release to 
the public.  Dafoe stated that after a short promotional tour for 
his latest fi lm, he will return to his ancestral home of the City of 
Dis (located in Hell’s scenic 5th Circle) to prepare for his next 
return in 2012.
      -S.P.K.

BALTIMORE, MD ~ The famous poet Edgar Allen Poe was 
buried this month for the third time in 160 years. Poe enthusi-
asts and literary scholars gathered in Baltimore to honor the grim 
master of the macabre 200 years after his birth, and to compen-
sate for the sorry funeral he received the fi rst time he died.
In 1849, Poe was discovered babbling in drunken incoherence 
outside of a Baltimore tavern; several days later he exited his 
mortal shell, returning nevermore. Poe was initially buried in an 
unremarkable patch of churchyard, but in October of 1875 he was 
reburied with a more elaborate headstone and full service. 
That apparently wasn’t good enough for Amon Tillado, president 
of the Baltimore Poe Society and organizer of Poe’s third burial. 
“The ceremony was a testament to the indelible legacy of one 
of America’s fi nest poets,” Tillado stated. “Hundreds of people 
gathered to pay their fi nal respects—and when I say ‘fi nal,’ I re-
ally mean ‘fi nal’ this time. Seriously, I mean it.” Tillado also ex-
plained that the ceremony didn’t go quite as planned: “Well, at 
fi rst it was just going to be a funeral service, but then we just kind 
of felt like digging him up and burying him again. You know, just 
one more for old time’s sake.”
Not to be outdone, the estates of authors Virginia Woolf and Er-
nest Hemingway stated that they would similarly rebury their re-
spective corpses. The body of Virginia Woolf will be unearthed 
and re-drowned, and Ernest Hemingway’s remains will be recov-
ered and re-shot in the head. 
      -S.B.

 * http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Joseph_McShane

Assholes.
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There’s something about the 
weather when political fi gures 
come to Fordham’s campus. 
Last year, when Newt Gingrich 
came to speak, the weather was 
dark, stormy, ominous. The sky 
was much the same Thursday 
the 15th when former Vermont 
governor and DNC chairman 
Howard Dean came to speak. 
His talk was short. His question-
and-answer round was long. His 
haircut and suit were befi tting of 
a politician. 

But fi rst, a personal refl ec-
tion. I am always taken aback 
and how these kinds of events 
bring out everyone’s unsolic-
ited opinions. It’s a bit ugly, to 
be honest. Political events will 
always attract the politically-
minded, regardless of align-
ment, allegiance, or competence 
for that matter. I’m all for stu-
dent participation, especially 
when it brings together groups 
of students who wouldn’t nor-
mally be in the same room 
together. But here’s the deal, 
douche bag always sitting be-
hind me who feels the need to 
comment on the conversation 
I’m having with my friend: I 
don’t really give a shit, and in 
fact, no one really gives a shit, 
what your politics are - unless 
they ask. So keep your opin-
ion to yourself and don’t try to 
shove it down my throat.  

Digression over. The im-
pression that I was left from 
Dean’s talk was that it was a sort 
of next-generation pep rally, 
one in which the older genera-
tion, slowly acclimating to the 
fact that a changing of the guard 
is coming soon, was imparting 
what advice it could onto the 
next generation, but in a good 

way. Dean, in a grandfatherly 
way, took us students up on his 
knee and gave us some wisdom. 
We are the world. The children 
are the future. So on and so 
forth, et cetera, et cetera. Insert 
statistics about young kids to-
day and riff on those numbers.

Dean’s most effective rhe-
torical tool was a contrast be-
tween his generation and ours. 
His peers were ready to go to 
throw down in fi sticuffs about 
damn near every political issue, 
while we, he noted, are much 
more bipartisan and willing to 
communicate and compromise. 
And if we aren’t willing to see 
eye-to-eye, we don’t fi ght, we 
blog. He touted us for our in-
volvement in the election of 
Obama, but stressed the impor-
tance of continued engagement, 
phrasing it, “This is your presi-
dent. Don’t blow it.” I agree 
with this, because if my time 
at Fordham has taught me any-
thing, it’s that nothing gets done 
when students are apathetic. 
Dean’s call to arms of sorts was 
one that stressed the responsi-
bility that we have to participate 
in the political process, even if 
it’s just voting in an election or 
being informed about the on-
goings of our government. 

Another smart point that 
Dean brought up was the need 
to not forget about the outgo-
ing generation, but not in the 
way I was expecting. I thought 
that he was going to talk about 
some duty that we have to take 
care of our elders, but he instead 
turned it around, noting that 
older Americans are much more 
concerned about us and what 
they can do to make our future 
better. Because of this, he urged 
us to make sure to include the 
older generation in the decision-

making process, as they see us 
as what needs to be taken care 
of the most. It’s a really roman-
tic vision of America, to be hon-
est, a place 
where young 
people talk 
with the old 
about growing 
concerns and 
new develop-
ments in the 
world that the 
older genera-
tion might not 
understand 
and indeed 
very well 
might not be 
around to see, 
but still care 
about because 
they want us to 
have the very 
best. 

Up through 
this point, 
Dean did not 
address what 
the College 
Democrats 
ostensibly 
brought him 
to campus to 
speak about: 
healthcare. 
A number of 
their advertisements pushed on 
the hot button issue du jour and 
Dean apparently wanted to keep 
us all in suspense. However, it 
was in his discussion of health-
care reform that Dean really 
became animated. He reiter-
ated the need for a revision of 
the system, at the very least, but 
raised his voice and pounded his 
fi st at the need for the American 
public to have choices with their 
healthcare. The one undeniable 
fault, he pointed out, is the fail-

by Max Siegal
NEWS CO-EDITOR

Howard Dean Says “Pap Smear”

A young Howard Dean.
The Love Doctor,
Dr. McDreamy, 
Dr. McSteamy?!  
Dr. Oh, I’ll shut up now.

Former DNC Chairman and Cheddar Enthusiast Speaks on Campus
ing of employer-based health-
care, given that everyone in 
America is losing their jobs. 

All in all, though, Dean kept 

it short. He prefaced his talk 
with this point, stating a desire 
to have more time to answer 
questions from the audience. 
I kept a tally, and eight of the 
eleven questions asked were 
about healthcare reform, so ap-
parently the crowd just couldn’t 
get enough. However, it was 
here that Dean rattled off a list 
of theoretical health expenses 
that a college student might 
necessitate, and the fi rst on his 
list was, and I quote verbatim, 

a “yearly pap smear.” Moving 
along, Dean also answered with 
good humor a question about 
his 2004 bid for the presidential 

nomination, giving the au-
dience a few restrained, but 
still meaty “byah” shouts. 

And that brings me 
to my broader refl ections 
about the event. First of all, 
I thought Dean did a much 
better job toward the end 
of his talk, when he actu-
ally got all fi red up, as well 
as during the Q and A. It 
would seem in comparison 
to the Newt, if I may com-
pare political fi gures that 
come here to speak, that 
Dean is the weaker one in 
terms of scripted speech 
delivery. But accordingly, 
Dean seemed much more 
colloquial, warmer, and 
eager to connect, brief as 
it may have been, with the 
little people. However, I 
was ashamed at the Ford-
ham community for not re-
ciprocating. A good part of 
the crowd, only about 400 
or so strong, left at the end 
of Dean’s short talk and did 
not stay for the question 
and answers. Chalk that 
up to it being a Thursday, 
chalk it up to the weather, 

chalk it up to the College Dems 
doing a worse job advertising 
than the College Republicans, 
but it was still less than half of 
the people who showed up to 
see the Newt. But Newt didn’t 
say anything about running for 
president, which is why every-
one went to see him. Dean, on 
the other hand, shouted “byah!” 
to the crowd, and received an 
understanding and appreciative 
applause in return. 

 

Daddy Mac - Vatican III

The long-anticipated follow up to 
2003’s Get Canonized (or Die Trying).

Dropping Tuesday, November 3rd.

Listening party same day in the 
Ramskellar, 8pm

Peace be with you.

S.J. Records
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America’s Tokin’ Black 
President made waves in the 
drug community last week when 
he announced a new federal 
policy in our country’s war on 
drugs. The federal government 
will cease persecution of people 
using marijuana for medical 
purposes by their state’s law. 
Currently, 14 states have some 
medical marijuana law on the 
books: Alaska, California, Colo-
rado, Hawaii, Maine, Maryland, 
Michigan, Montana, Nevada, 
New Mexico, Oregon, Rhode 
Island, Vermont and Wash-
ington. Another seven, Con-
necticut, New York, Louisiana, 
Wisconsin, Massachusetts, Ne-
braska, Pennsylvania and Ohio, 
have some sort of “do not go di-
rectly to jail” decriminalization 
law. Why, here in New York, 
any amount less than 25 grams 
will earn you a $100 citation 
(That’s about what you’d get 
for jumping a subway turnstile 
or peeing on the icebox at Cas-
tillo). New York marijuana law 
is especially interesting because 
there’s no criminal penalty un-

less the pot is in “plain view.”  
The police, however, will often 
intimate to suspects that turning 
the pot over will make things 
better, and then arrest them for 
it being in plain view. 

Of all the states with some 
degree of marijuana medical 
legalization / decriminaliza-
tion, California stands at the 
forefront of our national collec-
tive consciousness for a variety 
of reasons. Cali is our largest 
state and they have arguably 
the laxest statewide pot laws 
of the nation. Up until 2008 
in Mendocino County anyone 
with a medical marijuana card 
could legally possess up to 25 
plants and two pounds of sticky 
greens with no state penalties. 
Furthermore, all over California 
marijuana dispensaries—basi-
cally stores that sell pot to peo-
ple with medical cards—have 
opened all over the state. Herein 
lies the rub: while it is within 
state laws to grow marijuana as 
a licensed caregiver or patient, 
it’s still illegal under federal law 
to do either of those things, and 
especially to open a store like 
Hollyweed and Kush Mart (both 
real places).

Unfortunately, the legal 
marijuana industry cross-pol-
linated with the regular ole’ 
marijuana industry, which led 
to an increase in pressure on pot 
growers as a group. This, com-
bined with the Bush-era war on 
drugs fronted by chronic public 
masturbator John Ashcroft, led 
to a number of federal (read: 
DEA) raids on (state) legal dis-
pensaries. This was, aside from 
a fl agrant 10th Amendment vio-
lation, a real disappointment for 
all California marijuana users. 

President Obama’s call to 
end such raids was a move 
widely hailed by marijuana ad-
vocates as bringing things like 
“sensible discussion” and “ra-
tional discourse” to America’s 
confusing relationship with 
drugs. One person in America 
is arrested for marijuana-related 
crimes on an average of every 
thirty-eight seconds. Half of all 
drug arrests are for marijuana-- 
1.7 million people were arrested 
in 2007 and 2008. In New York 
City, 80% of people arrested for 
marijuana-related crimes are 
minorities. Finally, twelve bil-
lion dollars is spent each year 
to prosecute offenders. That’s 
money that’s not going towards 
improving inner-city schools 
or protecting us from threats 
abroad or curing cancer; it’s be-
ing spent to put Tommy Chong 

behind bars. The high cost of 
the “War on Drugs,” combined 
with the growth of violent Mex-
ican cartels who derive their in-
come from running drugs means 
that the federal anti-drug budget 
is stretched further than ever. 
Now, with both pot-happy Cali-
fornia and the rest of the nation 
facing skyrocketing defi cits, the 
idea of spending billions of dol-
lars to aggressively and violent-
ly deny sick people medicine 
seems to make little sense. God, 
John Ashcroft was an asshole.

Obviously, this move has 
been met with some criticism: 
right-wing newsmonger Matt 
Drudge ran the headline (in 
green) as “High Times,” and 
featured a photo of Obama sur-
rounded by children. The for-
mer spokesman for the White 
House Offi ce of National Drug 
Policy Bob Weiner (ha!) re-
leased a press release saying, 
“There is a real danger that if 
marijuana is made essentially a 
prescription drug, its abuse and 
usage explosion could parallel 
other prescription drugs over 
the last decade, such as Oxy-
Contin, which have tripled na-

tionally and quintupled in many 
locations because of the ease of 
availability.” And hell, to some 
extent they’re right. Drugs can 
fuck people up, and the White 
House decriminalizing medical 
marijuana might be a step to-
wards reversing seventy years 
of demonizing and race baiting 
as a national drug policy. This 
may even cause a kid to take a 
hit of grass. However, a sensible 
marijuana policy would remove 
the restriction-free black mar-
ket that makes marijuana both 
available to children and makes 
other drugs available to mari-
juana users. While a hands-off 
federal policy regarding medi-
cal marijuana is a boon to all 
civil libertarians, we still have a 
ways to go to defeat a racially 
motivated cog in the prison-
industrial complex. It was none 
other than Harry J. Anslinger, 
the fi rst drug czar in the United 
States, who reminded us, “Reef-
er makes darkies think they’re 
as good as white men.” A sensi-
ble drug policy has been a long 
time coming, but we may fi nally 
be near a sensible time.

by Rudyard Crippling
STAFF HERBOLOGIST

President Obama’s 
    Federal Legislation Update!

With the Obama adminis-
tration constantly under heavy 
scrutiny from America’s conser-
vative right, the last things that 
the fl edgling government needs 
are accusations of fl ip-fl opping 
(as opponents of John Kerry so 
lovingly called it) or hypocrisy.  
Even the slightest change of 
stance on an issue could poten-
tially provide hours upon hours 
of fodder for conservative wind-
bags and talking heads all over 
the 24-hour news circuit.  How-
ever, in a recent move regarding 
legislation to protect journalists, 
President Obama has pulled a 
hundred and eighty degree turn 
egregious enough to send Rush 
Limbaugh into a laughing fi t 
that sends a geyser of expensive 
whisky and Oxycontin spewing 
out of his nose at Sunday dinner 
with the in-laws.  

The legislation in question 
is the Free Flow of Information 

Act of 2007, which was passed 
in the House of Representatives 
on October 16th of this year, and 
was subsequently placed on the 
Senate calendar two days later.  
If passed, this bill would pre-
vent the practice of compelled 
disclosure, and would provide 
for a federal Shield Law for 
journalists and other writers 
(state Shield Laws already exist 
in 37 states; however, the issue 
has not yet been addressed on 
the national level).  Essentially, 
a Shield Law protects journal-
ists from being subpoenaed 
to provide testimony as to the 
sources of information that they 
obtained during the course of 
their professional investigative 
process.  Not only does a Shield 
Law protect the journalists who 
obtain the information, but also 
the sources of that information 
that, for some reason or another, 
choose to remain anonymous 
about what they shared with the 
journalist in question.  

Naturally, the bill contains 
provisions for exceptional cas-
es, such as instances in which 
national security is threatened 
or when something like a pro-
fessional or trade secret is re-
vealed.  However, according to 
President Obama, who initially 
supported the bill ardently dur-
ing his campaign, these excep-
tional provisions and contin-
gency clauses are not enough.  
Since the bill’s introduction to 
the Senate calendar, Obama has 
proposed a number of amend-
ments that would not only 
weaken the Shield Law signifi -
cantly, but are also essentially 
contrary to the purpose of the 
legislation.  Under the original 
text of the bill, judges would be 
given discretionary privileges 
for individual cases in which a 
journalist is requested to reveal 
his or her sources on a particu-
lar matter--that is, it would be 
up to the judge of the case to 
decide whether or not the secu-
rity issues related to particular 
information being revealed take 
precedent over the public’s right 
to know.  With the amendments 
proposed by the president, 
judges can be stripped of their 
discretionary privilege when the 
federal government decides that 
a particular source should be re-
vealed, or decides that the case 
constitutes a matter of national 
security.

There are several problems 
with the proposed amendments, 
which, in addition to eschewing 
the effi cacy of the bill, have also 
mired the legislation in the Sen-
ate Judiciary Committee.  Pri-
marily, the criteria for exactly 
what types of information con-
stitutes a threat to national se-
curity would be left entirely up 
to the government.  This would 
essentially make the process 
of judiciary discretion useless, 
since in any case it could be 
stripped away and the decision 
overthrown if the federal gov-
ernment sees it fi t.  

This government privilege 
holds the possibility for gross 
distortion and rampant abuse.  
Historically, the federal gov-
ernment has used the guise of 
national security to censor and 
block information that portrays 
the U.S. government in an un-
favorable light or reveals some-
thing embarrassing.  A perfect 
example of this is the famous 
Pentagon Papers case of 1971.  
In this case, journalist Daniel 
Ellsberg obtained an extensive 
report on U.S. involvement in 
Vietnam from 1945 to 1967, 
and subsequently leaked these 
papers to the New York Times.  
Upon hearing of the leak, the 
federal government immedi-
ately attempted to censor the 
publication of all articles writ-
ten on the subject, claiming that 

the reports contained sensitive 
information that may compro-
mise the security of U.S. troops 
stationed in Southeast Asia and 
elsewhere.  In reality, the reports 
were primarily historical in na-
ture, and contained no military 
intelligence of value to the ene-
my.  Rather, the reports revealed 
that several presidential admin-
istrations had intentionally mis-
led the public about U.S. mili-
tary involvement in Vietnam, 
thereby portraying the federal 
government and military nega-
tively.  In the end, however, the 
Supreme Court ruled in favor of 
the journalists, saying that the 
actions of the government vio-
lated the fi rst amendment.

As the Pentagon Papers case 
demonstrates, the power for the 
federal government to decide 
what can and cannot be revealed 
is a dangerous privilege when 
left unchecked.  If the amend-
ments proposed by the president 
are applied to the Free Flow of 
Information Act, then cases like 
this may become commonplace.  
Without an effective and fair 
federal Shield Law, future jour-
nalists will have little protection 
as to the confi dentiality of their 
sources, and their work and 
mission will suffer greatly.  Not 
only would this harm the jour-
nalism industry, but it would 
pose an impediment to creating 
an informed public.
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a special section from the paper! “GIT - R 
- DONE.”

 His 
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“mother 
FUCK 
you.”


