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by Matt Galici
STAFF FALLEN AND CAN’T 
GET UP

2002 was a landmark year 
for soccer in the United States 
for more than the US Men’s Na-
tional team’s run to the quarter-
fi nals of the World Cup. Steven 
Cohen and partner Nick Geber 
began broadcasting their week-
ly radio show entitled World 
Soccer Weekly.  Gradually, the 
show increased in popularity 
and became America’s fi rst and 
only national daily radio show 
entitled World Soccer Daily.  
World Soccer Daily became the 
cornerstone program not only 
forAmerican soccer fans but for 
all soccer fans living in Amer-
ica.

By early 2008, 
Steven Cohen and 
new co-host Kenny 
Hassan had built 
World Soccer Daily 
into a strong and 
successful brand that 
was at the forefront 
of soccer shows in 
North America and 
boasted one of the 
most downloaded 
podcasts on iTunes.  
Cohen, originally 
from London and a 
supporter of West 
London club Chelsea FC, was 
not far from controversy. 

 At the center of the de-
mise of his radio show were 
comments Cohen made about 
the cause of the Hillsborough 
Stadium Disaster in Sheffi eld 
where 96 Liverpool fans were 
crushed to death on April 15, 
1989 because of overcrowding 
in the central pens at the Lep-
pings Lane end of the stadium. 
This incident is the biggest 
and perhaps most controversial 
sporting disaster in the history 
of Great Britain.

On the April 13, 2009 edition 
of World Soccer Daily, while 
discussing the recent stadium 
tragedy in the Ivory Coast, Ste-
ven Cohen gave his opinion on 
who was to blame for the deaths 
Hillsborough. According to Co-
hen, there was a “shared respon-
sibility” between police incom-
petence and the Liverpool fans 
who tried to get into the stadium 
without tickets. One week later, 
the website epltalk.com posted 
an article stating titled “Steven 

Cohen Blames Liverpool Fans 
for Hillsborough Disaster.” 

This article claims that Ste-
ven Cohen pointed the fi nger at 
said Liverpool fans who tried 
to get into the stadium without 
tickets as the root cause of the 
Hillsborough Disaster.  During 
my interview of Steven Cohen, 
he claimed that these headlines 
and quotes were a “complete 
fabrication” and taken “entirely 
out of context.” 

These comments and past 
behaviors from Cohen ignited 
a campaign to get him and his 
show off the air.  This campaign 
was headed by Conor Brennan 
of the Liverpool FC NY Sup-
porters Club, who in an inter-
view with me stated that their 
campaign’s original goal was 

to get Steven Cohen to apolo-
gize.  However, according to 
Conor Brennan, a deeper look 
into Cohen’s past comments led 
his group LFCNY to call for a 
boycott of World Soccer Daily 
with the goal of getting Cohen 
off the air.

At this point, the campaign 
turns into a nasty episode of 
“he said-she said.”  Brennan 
claims that the campaign simply 
informed the show’s sponsors 
(such as Heineken and Four-
FourTwo magazine) of Co-
hen’s comments regarding his 
the Hillsborough.  Cohen, on 
the other hand, claims that this 
was a boycott in name only.  He 
described the actions taken by 
the LFCNY group as a not as a 
boycott at all but as a “personal 
witch hunt vendetta” with the 
goal of not only getting Cohen 
off the air but also destroying his 
life.  According to Cohen, mem-
bers of the campaign against 
him not only e-mailed sponsors 
regarding his comments but also 
threatened sponsors. Cohen and 

Brennan also both told me that 
throughout the campaign they 
received an extremely large 
amount of hate e-mails. 

As the campaign progressed 
over the summer months, more 
sponsors dropped World Soccer 
Daily. The disgraceful abuse of 
Cohen continued to the point 
where one of Cohen’s step-
children was contacted via the 
internet.  On August 20th, Co-
hen made the decision to cancel 
World Soccer Daily. 

Brennan’s campaign accom-
plished its goal to get the show 
off the air. However, there are 
critical consequences of this 
success.  One of the undeniable 
results of this campaign was the 
effect on the growth of soccer 
in America.  During our inter-
view, Conor Brennan stated that 

this campaign 
showed that 
“soccer fans are 
a demographic 
that companies 
can no longer af-
ford to ignore.”  
Even though 
this claim has 
truth behind 
it, the fact of 
the matter is 
the companies 
that sponsored 
World Soccer 

Daily were companies whose 
main customer base were soc-
cer fans; therefore any large 
movement by American soccer 
fans would greatly affect them.  
I’m very skeptical as to whether 
a company whose main cus-
tomer base wasn’t soccer fans 
would’ve been affected by the 
boycott in the same way. 

The fact that American soc-
cer fans lost their only daily 
soccer show could never help 
the sport to grow. Soccer in 
America operates in the margins 
of the American sports media to 
begin with, thereby making ev-
ery program that pays attention 
to soccer vital to the growth of 
the sport. Unlike losing an NFL 
or NBA program where a fan 
could simply fi nd another by 
changing the channel or radio 
station, losing World Soccer 
Daily left a void for the soccer 
fan living in America.

More important than the 
effect on the growth of soc-
cer in America, however, is the 
alarming precedent this inci-

dent sets for free speech in the 
media.  Nobody’s fi rst amend-
ment rights were explicitly vio-
lated during this campaign.  The 
government did not tell Steven 
Cohen to stop expressing his 
opinions on air, nor did the gov-
ernment force Conor Brennan 
and the LFCNY group to stop 
their campaign.  What this in-
cident does prove, however, is 
that people who are in the media 
may not have carte blanche to 
say what they want and not have 
to deal with the consequences of 
their statements. 

This principle, in of itself, 
can have benefi cial consequenc-
es.  People on the air should 
know that if they make state-
ments or give opinions that are 
likely to offend or upset people, 
they will face consequences.  
Listeners should always have 
the right to express their dis-
agreement with people who 
make comments they don’t like.  
Audiences always have the 
power to change the channel or 
decide not to support the spon-
sors of the show.  In this case, 
however, the protesting group 
took their actions to a new level 
by not just boycotting spon-
sors but also trying to, and ul-
timately succeeding in, getting 
sponsors to drop their support 
of the show.  Not counting the 

disgraceful threatening e-mails, 
the LFCNY group acted well 
within their rights and did not 
infringe on the rights of others 
in their actions.  Unfortunately, 
the disgraceful and threaten-
ing e-mails did taint them as a 
group as well as the image of 
the club they support.

Steven Cohen did not go 
away, however, and will launch 
his new show, World Football 
Daily, in October.  According 
to Cohen, the new subscription 
based show will not rely solely 
on advertising as a source of 
revenue but will try to expand 
their revenue streams.  Only 
time will tell if the precedent set 
here will have consequences in 
other parts of the soccer media.  
If we get to a point where any-
body who disagrees with a radio 
show can get the show off the 
air, then we have to look back 
regretfully at this incident as the 
one that opened the proverbial 
“can of worms.” On the other 
hand, this incident may prove 
unique not to serve as a prec-
edent for future controversies in 
sports media. Either way, we are 
at halftime, and only time will 
tell the full effect of what is, at 
the very least, one of the most 
unique events in the history of 
sports media, not only in Amer-
ica, but also in the world.     

God I love this season.  The fi rst week of football, the end 
of the baseball, golf, and tennis seasons.  These headlines write 
themselves.  Role model of the week is no different.  But who to 
choose?  Shawne “Lights Out” Merriman, for beating Tila Te-
quila? Serena Williams for threatening a referee?  Hall of Fame 
third baseman George Brett for shitting his pants? (Google it).  
No, all of these are amazing, shiny beacons of the consequences 
of fostering one’s ability to throw or hit or dodge a ball above 
any other personal development, but like the Highlander, there 
can be only one.  So we come to Delonte West.  The Cavaliers 
guard was arrested in Maryland on Friday for possession of two 
loaded handguns and a loaded shotgun in a guitar case.  On 
his motorcycle.  While speeding.  Now, when a guy gets pulled 
over with weed or guns in his car, that’s one thing.  Maybe it 
was a buddy’s, maybe it was forgotten there, whatever.  But 
to have three loaded guns, including a shotgun strapped across 
your back, and have the balls to cut off a cop car on the highway.  
Delonte West, you’re my role model of the week.  And personal 
life-hero.

Not Fun.


