
The Lord showed contempt 
and opprobrium as the Heav-
ens opened and thunder cracked 
across the New York skyline on 
Monday, April 20. Newt Gin-
grich had come to Fordham. He 
was brought to Fordham Uni-
versity on the initiative of the 
College Republicans, and for 
one and a half hours, the audi-
torium at Fordham Prep was the 
bastion for American Conserva-
tism. Not Neo-conservatism, the 
philosophy of radio talk show 
hosts and mediocre authors, and 
certainly not namby-pamby, 
limp-wristed, sultan-bowing 
and dictator-embracing Liberal-
ism, but honest and true small 
government, low taxes, Mom-, 
Church-, and apple-pie-loving 
Conservatism. 

However, after weeks of 
promotion, on-campus advertis-
ing, conversation, and rumors, 
I still had no idea as to why 
Gingrich came to Fordham. No 
precise topics, let alone general 
themes or ideas were printed on 
the banners or handouts around 
campus, and Facebook event 
was devoid of specifi cs. So the 
question printed on the cover of 
this issue is really a valid one: 
Why was Newt Gingrich here? 

To be honest, after listen-
ing to the man for the better 
part of two hours, I can’t really 
say I have an answer. Though 
Gingrich hit all the marks on 
the Conservative public-event 
checklist (Reagan, morality, the 
American Dream, hard work, 
low taxes, Reagan, God, boot-
straps, Reagan) and only made 
a small number of audacious 
claims, I am still at a loss as to 
the point of the event other than 
the spectacle of the Newt on 
campus and the ensuing Repub-
lican pep rally. 

If you’re looking for a play-

by-play of the talk, go read The 
Ram. Here’s what I made of it. 
After a short anecdote about 
“SLURP,” the anachronistic 
“Student Loan Undergraduate 
Repayment Plan” meant to lam-
poon the current economic bail-
out plan TARP, Gingrich started 
with describing the content of a 
fi lm he made on the effi cacy of 
Ronald Reagan’s stand against 
the Soviet Union. That should 
give you a rough ap-
proximation in terms 
of what time period 
the man operates in. 
From this experience 
he has since adopted 
the phrase “Two plus 
two equals four,” 
which is meant to be 
a testament to truth, 
and more specifi cally, 
governments sticking 
to the truth and the 
people keeping their 
governments honest. 
Again, this is from the 
Cold War. 

He continued to 
later issue a challenge 
on behalf of Zombie 
Reagan to Fordham 
students:  question 
faculty members on 
the signifi cance of 
Reagan’s famous 
quotation in regards 
to the expected outcome of 
the Cold War: “We Win. They 
Lose.” This, all while chastis-
ing the apparently incompetent, 
liberal intelligentsia of college 
professors. He also noted, while 
paraphrasing a conversation he 
had with his mother, that she 
calls him “Newty.” He then ex-
plained that only his mother and 
his wife are allowed to call him 
by that moniker. Now, assum-
ing that the paper is one of his 
multiple ex-wives, I will now 
refer to the man as “Newty” 
whenever I please. 

One of the aforementioned 
check marks on the core ten-
ants of Conservatism that 
Newty kept harping on was the 
American Dream. That really 
had me steamed like Kate and 
Leo’s car window in Titanic. 
Being one of those liberal edu-
cated intelligentsia, I feel it has 
been my college life’s work to 
fi ght against the myth of “pull 
yourself up by your own boot-

straps.” Gingrich noted “work 
hard!” and “dream big!” among 
his “Five Principles for Life” 
and continued to cite upward 
mobility in the context of im-
migration from South America, 
the Wright brothers, and Arnold 
Schwarzenegger’s gubernato-
rial career. In his own words: 
“In America, we allow anyone 
to rise, no matter how weird.” 
He forgot to add the disclaimer: 
does not apply if you are non-
white, non-male, non-Christian, 
and/or lower class. Cannot be 
combined with any other offer. 

No exceptions apply.
My favorite excerpt from the 

evening, however, is without a 
doubt the Newt’s recommended 
readings. This list also included 
Giuliani’s classic autobiogra-
phy, but the choice selections 
were his novels (written  with 
a co-author) about World War 
II and postwar America dealing 
with the scare of nuclear bombs 
exploding in the sky. While the 

liberal elites in the 
mass media didn’t 
want to talk about the 
threat of an electro-
magnetic pulse cre-
ated by detonating a 
nuclear weapon in the 
atmosphere because 
it was “too scary,” a 
brave studio from the 
U.K. called United 
Artists captured the 
threat in the plot of 
the James Bond fi lm 
GoldenEye, starring a 
barrel-chested, young 
Pierce Brosnan in the 
title role. To quote the 
man directly on the 
content of the novels, 
“We’re not making 
this stuff up.” Hey, 
two plus two equals 
four, right? 

Newty did do a 
fair bit of fear-mon-

gering, too. While continually 
criticizing President Obama for 
fraternizing with Chavez and ac-
quiescing his dignity before the 
Saudi king, Gingrich invoked 
Jimmy Carter in talking about 
the perceived capacity of the 
Obama Administration. Appar-
ently, Barack is really just not 
fi t to lead. Because of this, the 
Newt conjectured that because 
we didn’t strong arm those So-
mali scallywags for seizing our 
captain, the North Koreans are 
bound to keep launching mis-
siles, Iran will then follow suit, 

and then Chavez will get togeth-
er with the Castro boys and start 
all kinds of roughhousing. Good 
thing we have Bond on the job.

And, of course, Gingrich 
had plenty to say about the state 
of economy. Citing “SLURP,” 
he was all over the rampant 
spending that the Obama Ad-
ministration has begun. He did, 
however, also speak against the 
poorly-organized spending un-
der Bush, but only in the context 
of comparing the current admin-
istration with the previous one. 
Newty called for transparency 
with the Federal Reserve and 
the FDIC, lowering Medicare 
and Social Security taxes, abol-
ishing the Death tax, and a good 
number of other hollow prom-
ises that sounded rather like 
politicking 

And that gets me to my fi nal 
point. The entire event occurred 
under the specter of shadowy 
and tentative presidential rum-
blings, even though Obama 
was inaugurated exactly four 
months prior to the date of the 
Newt’s appearance. Admitted-
ly, the Republican party is cur-
rently faced with the mammoth 
task of a complete restructuring, 
but I don’t want to hear about 
plans for 2012. When asked di-
rectly by one of the many ner-
vous brown-nosers in the audi-
ence about his potential running 
for offi ce, Newty said only, “I’ll 
look at it. It’s really up to the 
American people, not me.” In 
classic fashion, the man side-
stepped the one question that 
was really on everyone’s mind. 
But that answer leads us back to 
my fi rst question: If you’re not 
here to talk about running for 
president—or anything new or 
informational for that matter—
then why’d you come, Newt? I 
hope it wasn’t just for the pay-
check. 

by Max Siegal
NEWS CO-EDITOR

Former Speaker of the House Newt Gingrich 
Speaks to “Capacity Crowd” at Fordham Prep

 Recent Catholic Convert and 
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On March 24th, Assistant 
U.S. Attorney David Jones ar-
gued on behalf of the Obama 
administration to uphold the 
Bush administration’s decision 
to deny a visa to leading Swiss 
Muslim intellectual and Oxford 
professor Tariq Ramadan. Ac-
cording to Reuters, Jones ar-
gued before the U.S. Court of 
Appeals, “Consular decisions 
are not subject to litigation.” 
When asked about the source of 
the decision in the government, 
Jones only replied, “upwards in 
the State Department.”

Jameel Jaffer, a lawyer for 
the ACLU, which has been ap-
pealing on Ramadan’s behalf 
since 2004, lamented to Reuters, 
“It’s disappointing to come here 
today and hear Obama adminis-
tration lawyers argue the same 
sweeping executive power ar-
guments.”

In 2004, the University of 
Notre Dame appointed Rama-
dan as Professor of Religion, 
Confl ict and Peace Building. 
However, the State Depart-
ment denied Ramdan’s visa 
request. Washington gave no 
initial reason, but following an 
appeal claimed that Ramadan 
was in violation of a provision 

of the Patriot Act for donating 
money to a French Palestinian 
charity. While the Department 
of Homeland Security claims 
that the charity gave money to 
Islamic militant group Hamas, it 
remains legal and recognized in 
Europe. 

Ramadan is the grandson of 
Hassan al-Banna, founder of the 
Muslim Brotherhood in Egypt. 
He was raised in Geneva and 
acquired a mastery 
of Western philoso-
phy and literature as 
well as Islamic texts. 
As an academic 
and public intellec-
tual, Ramadan has 
emerged as a lead-
ing voice among 
European Muslims, 
urging them to be-
come politically 
engaged in their 
communities and to 
think critically about their reli-
gion, a position summed up by 
his phrase, “Salafi  reformism.”  

The ambiguous implica-
tions of Ramadan’s thought are 
clear. Does he want Muslims in 
the liberal West to become po-
litically engaged as an alterna-
tive to extremism or as a means 
of pushing an illiberal agenda 
through legitimate channels? 
As both a social conservative 

and critic of neoliberal capital-
ism and Western militarism, 
Ramadan has diffi culty making 
friends on either side of the po-
litical spectrum. 

He is also often accused of 
catering his tone to his audienc-
es. Professor R. Scott Appleby, 
who was largely responsible 
for Ramadan’s appointment at 
Notre Dame told Ian Buruma 
in the New York Times, “He is 

accused of being Janus-faced. 
Well, of course…He is trying 
to bridge a divide and bring to-
gether people of diverse back-
grounds and worldviews…The 
reason we wanted him is pre-
cisely because he’s got his ear 
to the ground of the Muslim 
world.”

Being a man with a com-
plex cultural background with 
the potential to bridge the gaps 

that threaten Western society, 
one question seems inevita-
ble: Why, of all people, would 
Barack Obama feel threatened 
by Ramadan’s presence? It is as 
if the President is afraid to lose 
his angle. 

In an interview on French 
television prior to the elections, 
Ramadan expressed his support 
for Obama, invoking the word 
“hope” [espoir] at several in-

tervals, “It is neces-
sary to turn the page 
on this dark page of 
the [Bush] adminis-
tration and hope…
What can one hope 
for? Clearly, for me, 
today, he who ap-
pears as the promise 
for this transforma-
tion is Obama. And 
if I was American, 
clearly, I would vote 
for him. Not blindly 

for him, but with the vigilance 
of a Democrat.” 

Ramadan rationalized 
his choice more in terms of 
Obama’s biography than his 
concrete policy proposals, “The 
multiplicity of his identity…
One must note that three-fourths 
of Americans don’t even have a 
passport. They don’t travel, they 
don’t know the world. Bush, 
before arriving at his post, was 

someone who had practically 
not traveled. Thus, someone 
who has roots in Africa, who 
has this multiple dimension to 
his identity can only do good 
in America….It is evident that 
he has a conscious of the com-
plexity of cultural identity, that 
he has a conscious of religious 
complexity.”

Theories of cosmopolitan 
envy aside, the administration’s 
decision to uphold the ban on 
Ramadan speaks to tendencies 
within it to maintain the execu-
tive privileges it has inherited 
and to adopt the same Clinton-
era approach that sabotaged 
the Israeli-Palestinian peace 
process and planted the seeds 
for the current fi nancial crisis. 
These same tendencies are often 
ignored because of the optimis-
tic rhetoric that characterized 
Obama’s presidential campaign.

 Ramadan’s voice is an in-
formed and important one. 
Undermining intellectual free-
dom is more than a betrayal of 
campaign rhetoric or even the 
U.S. Constitution; it’s an assault 
on modern society. If we must 
wait for that much in terms of 
change, then Ramadan’s pre-
election comments again seem 
fi tting, “It’s how American poli-
tics works. We should not wait 
for an extraordinary upheaval.” 

by Ali Musa
STAFF LC IMPORT

Government Upholds Bush Administration’s Decision to Deny Visa 
for European Muslim Scholar

The Politics of Religion in the Obama Presidency
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On April 7, 2009, the state 
of Vermont legalized gay mar-
riage, making it the fourth state 
to do so. Massachusetts made 
history in 2004, becoming the 
fi rst state in the nation to legalize 
gay marriages, with Connecti-
cut and Iowa following. The 
Vermont marriages are histori-
cal because Vermont is the fi rst 
state to legalize gay marriage 
with a legislature’s vote. The 
VA legislation voted to override 
Gov. Jim Douglas’ veto of a bill 
against gay marriage. Under 
Vermont law, a two-thirds ma-
jority in each chamber is needed 
to override the Governor. The 
vote was 23-5 in the state sen-
ate and 100-49 in the House. 
The vote came nine years after 
Vermont adopted its fi rst-in-
the-nation civil union law.

The legislative action came 
less than a day after Douglas is-
sued a veto message saying the 
bill would not improve the lot 
of gay and lesbian couples be-
cause it still would not provide 
their rights under federal and 
other states’ laws. States that do 

not allow gay marriages do not 
have to recognize a gay mar-
riage from another state. Gov. 
Douglas said, “I prepared my-
self for this outcome and pre-
dicted it. The outcome was not 
unexpected.” He said 
the vote is just a distrac-
tion to what is really 
important. “What really 
disappoints me is that 
we have spent some 
time on an issue during 
which another thousand 
Vermonters have lost 
their jobs,” the Gov-
ernor said. “We need 
to turn out attention 
to balancing a budget 
without raising taxes, 
growing the economy, 
putting more people to 
work.”

Former Rep. Robert Dostis 
(D-Waterbury) and his long-
time partner Chuck Kletecka 
were present and recalled the 
struggle to legalize marriage. 
“It’s been a very long battle. 
It’s been almost 20 years to get 
to this point,” Dostis said. “I 
think, fi nally, most people in 
Vermont understand that we’re 
a couple like any other couple. 

We’re as good and as bad as 
any other group of people. And 
now I think we have a chance to 
prove ourselves here on forward 
that we’re good members of our 
community.” Mark Rouse of 

the Human Rights Campaign 
is overjoyed by the two newly 
inducted states. “Every time a 
state allows gay marriage, the 
fi ght gets easier in other states 
that are considering it.” Other 
states currently considering gay 
marriages include New York, 
Maine, New Jersey, and New 
Hampshire. 

Gov. David Paterson an-
nounced plans Thursday to le-

galize same-sex marriage in 
New York, making a potential 
political gamble that may ride 
on the momentum of other 
states that have recently passed 

legislation. The propos-
al is the same bill the 
Democratic-controlled 
state assembly passed 
in 2007 before it died 
in the Senate, where 
the Republican major-
ity kept it from going to 
a vote. Democrats now 
control the Senate, but 
opponents are vowing 
to make sure this one 
fails as well. “I’m in-
troducing a bill to bring 
marriage equality to the 
state of New York,” Pa-
terson said to applause, 

surrounded by leaders, includ-
ing Mayor Michael Bloom-
berg and City Council Speaker 
Christine Quinn. Paterson said 
gay and lesbian couples are 
denied as many as 1,350 civil 
protections, such as health care 
and pension rights, because they 
cannot marry. 

Leave it to Vermont and 
Iowa to be the most progressive 
states in the nation, but shame 

on California for passing Prop 
9. Whether you call it “gay mar-
riage” or “civil union,” the ba-
sic premise is that every person 
should have equal rights. Polls 
have shown that the support for 
gay marriage has gone up, espe-
cially with young Americans. 
As a nation, we should move 
to a more progressive view, 
and if we believe that gay and 
lesbian citizens have rights at 
all, surely they should have the 
right to marry. It shows that we 
are moving forward when states 
have unanimous rulings and 
two-thirds majorities allowing 
gay marriages. This very well 
may have a ripple effect, barri-
ers may come down, and more 
of the twenty-nine states that 
have bans on gay marriages 
may go to the Supreme Court 
to overturn them. When we 
make public policy we need to 
keep religious views out of the 
equation. We have a govern-
ment that separates church and 
state, so we can’t then go on to 
include church in the argument 
against gay marriage. We live 
in a secular government, and 
we can’t start making religious-
based policy.

by LaShanda Walker
STAFF ADVOCATE

Collective American Response: “Kinda Saw That One Coming”

Vermont State Legislature Finally 
Legalizes Gay Marriage 

Gives a somewhat different 
connotation now.

He’s just trying to teach 
our children about 
peace and tolerance. I 
promise.
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History is a real bitch. You 
are forced, on taxpayer mon-
ey, to sit and learn history for 
twelve-plus years of manda-
tory schooling, and if you don’t 
remember everything, you’re 
doomed to repeat it. Take pi-
racy for example. On April 8th, 
six months to the day after my 
original Somali pirate article, 
Somali pirates celebrated my 
literary accomplishment by 
making their boldest move yet: 
seizing a cargo ship fl ying an 
American fl ag, the MV Maersk 
Alabama. Piracy off the coast of 
Somalia, primarily in the Gulf 
of Aden, has been on the rise for 
the past year, but the Alabama 
was the fi rst American vessel to 
be seized. This was also the fi rst 
American vessel to be seized by 
pirates since the fallout of the 
Second Barbary Wars, around 
1821. 

The Alabama is a 500-foot, 
17-ton container ship oper-
ated by Maersk Line, Limited, 
a division of the A. P. Moller-
Maersk Group of Denmark. The 
ship, however, calls Norfolk, 
Virginia home port, and as such 
was sailing with an American 
Crew of twenty-one at the time 
of the hijacking while en route 
to Mombasa, Kenya. The hi-
jacking itself was standard pi-
rate procedure: a small crew of 
Somali men in their late teens 
and early twenties, armed with 
Kalashnikov rifl es and rocket-
propelled grenade launchers in 
a small speedboat overtook the 
Alabama and attempted to take 
the crew hostage. It should be 
noted as an indicator of the ev-
er-escalating piracy in the Gulf 
of Aden region that the Ala-
bama was the sixth ship to be  
hijacked that week. 

Unlike many previous hi-
jacked ships, many of the crew 
present were members of the 
International Seafarers Union, 
and as such had received basic 
anti-piracy training. Upon be-
ing boarded by the pirates, all 
the crew except Captain Rich-
ard Phillips, of the fi ne town of 
Underhill, Vermont, barricaded 
themselves in the engine room. 
Phillips offered himself as a 
hostage to protect his crew, but 
the crew, using “brute force,” 
soon retook the ship, capturing 
a pirate. The crew 
and pirates then at-
tempted to negotiate 
an exchange of pris-
oners, but after the 
crew released their 
hostage, the pirates 
refused to release 
Phillips. The pirates 
then left the Alabama 
in a 28-foot covered 
lifeboat, with Phillips 
in their custody. The 
Naval destroyer USS 
Bainbridge was sent 
to prevent help from 
reaching the pirate lifeboat and 
to keep shit from hitting the fan. 
Americans then collectively sat 
and watched their twenty-four 
hour news station of choice, 
waiting for the story. 

Unbeknownst to the pirates, 
the evening they had taken Capt. 
Phillips hostage a team of Navy 
SEALs had been parachuted to 
the Bainbridge under cover of 
darkness. They, and the crew of 
the Bainbridge, were under ex-
ecutive orders restricting the use 
of force unless there was a clear 
and present danger to Capt. 
Phillips. On Easter Sunday, the 
pirates permitted the Bainbridge 
to tow them to calmer waters 
and sent one pirate aboard to 
negotiate. Tensions were re-

portedly escalating, and when 
Commander Frank Castellano, 
the ranking offi cer on the Bain-
bridge, was told that one of the 
pirates was leveling his rifl e at 
the back of Phillip’s head, he 
ordered the SEAL snipers to 
fi re on the pirates in the life-
boat. Three simultaneous shots 
and three dead pirates later, the 
fourth pirate onboard was in-
formed his companions were 
dead and he was under arrest, 
presumably ruining his day.

While this is a story of cour-

age, resolve and a testament 
to the fact that Vermonters are 
God’s chosen people, there are 
also a variety of other stories at 
play here. The fi rst is that the pi-
racy in the Gulf of Aden has got-
ten out of control. The fi rst ma-
jor instance was the MV Faina, 
a Ukrainian tanker carrying a 
large quantity of Russian tanks, 
possibly to be sent illegally into 
the seedier parts of Africa. But 
that story was more about the 
cargo, and the general vibe was, 
“Those wacky pirates, what will 
they do next?” Sometime in 
the next six months, however, 
as reports of attacks began to 
skyrocket, the joke stopped be-
ing funny; it was only a matter 
of time before some of them bit 

off a little more than they could 
chew. Their fi rst mistake was 
seizing a ship fl ying an Ameri-
can fl ag, with an American crew. 
Not because putting a boot in 
people’s asses is the American 
way (though in this case, it did 
prove to be), but because there 
would never be a major Ameri-
can anti-piracy movement with-
out a major public outcry. There 
would also never be a major 
public outcry without a scenario 
in which Americans were at-
tacked. America is, if anything, 

war-weary, and 
Black Hawk Down 
taught us Soma-
lia really sucks and 
we’re probably bet-
ter off staying out. 
However, with the 
exponential increase 
in piracy in the last 
two years combined 
with a global eco-
nomic downturn that 
makes the prospect 
of escalating ship-
ping insurance costs 
passed onto the end 

consumer even less enjoyable, 
we may very well be looking at 
some military action in Soma-
lia to prevent piracy. There is 
bound to be a breaking point for 
how much piracy is allowable, 
and the seizure of the Alabama 
may very well be the catalyst 
for something like another Bar-
bary War.

However, some doubt the 
probable effectiveness of mili-
tary action on the mainland.  the 
paper’s foreign correspondent, 
noted journalist (and my cousin) 
Nick Wadhams in Kenya said: 

“Hillary Clinton’s anti-
piracy plan is just such a load 
of crap. People have this idea 
that the pirates are just a ragtag 
bunch and that you could march 

into their havens and blast them 
all away. That would be the 
equivalent of sending troops 
into Brooklyn to get rid of the 
mafi a. The pirates are a major 
criminal syndicate with cells in 
Mombasa, Yemen, Canada, the 
US, Europe -- everywhere. They 
have informants in ports all over 
the world. They are very closely 
connected to the government 
of Puntland and most likely the 
Somali government too. The pi-
rates in the boat are just the low-
est of the lowest footsoldiers. 
They’re nobodies.”

Mr. Wadhams’ quote shows 
the serious problem with at-
tempting to counteract these 
acts of piracy. A recent statistic 
put forth by a pirate recruiter 
indicated that .2% of pirates are 
actually captured. In a country 
defi ned by its anarchy and pov-
erty, the opportunity to make 
hundreds, much less thousands 
of dollars with minimal work 
and risk is going to be incred-
ibly diffi cult to counteract, es-
pecially with military actions. 

While Cpt. Phillip’s res-
cue is a wonderful pick-me-up 
to Americans, and doubtless a 
good thing, it doesn’t change 
the fact that three college-age 
kids had to get their heads 
blown open to make that hap-
pen. Those are obviously the in-
herent risks of piracy, which in 
its Golden Age was stamped out 
by executing everyone suspect-
ed of being or helping a pirate. 
But if those who don’t study 
history are doomed to repeat it, 
then are the broke, hungry So-
malis who never get a chance to 
study just doomed?  Or is Amer-
ica destined for another ram-
bling military quagmire with no 
clear targets or objectives and a 
mounting body count?  History 
says: we’re all fucked.

by Sam Wadhams
ARTS CO-EDITOR 

A Two-for-One Wadhams Family Analysis on the Pirating Problem 

Piracy in the Gulf of Aden: 
the United States Fights Back

Sasha and 

Malia Watch! 

this year’s last :-(

     He fi nally came!1!! The girls’ new Portuguese Water Dog, named Bo, arrived on April 14th. 
The six-month-old puppy was a gift from Sen. Ted Kennedy, who has a pup from the same litter, 
named Cappy. No word yet as to whether Sen. Kennedy’s decision to name his dog after deli meat 
will have any effect on the puppy’s self-esteem. Bo, meanwhile, is reportedly LOVING 
relieving himself on the South Lawn! 

     In Sasha and Malia fi nancial news, some hacks at the Wall Street Journal report that Mom and 
Dad have put away upwards of $240,000 for the girls’ college education. If tuition costs keep 
increasing, that means the girls’ have their meal plans covered! 

Group shot from pirate camp summer ‘08!

First Dog edition! 
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vague patriotism and often a 
sense paranoia over an execu-
tive branch conspiring to bring 
about socialism, Communism, 
fascism, or even more. I spoke 
to one middle-aged white man 
about why he was there. After 
making legitimate criticisms 
about Obama’s lack of transpar-
ency and spending, he told me 
he believed Obama’s plan was 
a “holistic socialist agenda” and 
then went off into the realm of 
right-wing/libertarian conspir-
acy theory about how Obama 
has already funneled as much 
as $12 trillion to “international 
bankers” and multinational cor-
porations working to bring in a 
“World Government.” When I 
asked him where socialism fi t 
in with the plans of multina-

tional corporations and bankers 
(something which seemed oxy-
moronic) he responded, “That’s 
a good question,” then paused, 
looking puzzled. “In my mind I 
can’t think of it right now…” he 
added. While I don’t believe all 
of these sentiments were any-
where near that of the majority, 
I doubt he was alone. 

Another man explained to 
me “We’re four [percentage of 
jobs] points off from European-
style socialism,” as if universal 
health care, public education, 
improved workers’ rights and 
working conditions were things 
the American public should 
be terrifi ed of. An Asian man, 
one of the few people of color 
present, held a sign proclaim-
ing, “If I wanted Communism, 
I would have stayed in China,” 
neglecting the fact that if he had 
stayed he instead would have 
authoritarian state capitalism. 
Another protester held a sign, 
presumably directed to Obama, 
that read, “Hitler was a socialist 
too” (I’m guessing this person 
enjoyed the book Liberal Fas-
cism). 

Newt Gingrich, possibly 
the Republican Party’s last 
hope, topped off the evening. 
In what could be considered a 
move to posture for a potential 
2012 Presidential bid, Newt ad-
dressed the crowd live on the 
Sean Hannity show, taking the 
stage to mass applause (though 
the libertarians offered a fair 
number of “boos”). Newt, a 
recent convert to Catholicism, 
warned those who share his fear 
of a “gay secular fascism” that 

“God has given each one of you 
sovereignty,” this being the root 
of “liberty.” To no surprise, the 
Tea Party concluded with many 
chants of “USA! USA!” 

To be honest, the protest 
was far from being completely 
fi lled with droves of teabagging 
nuts. Rather, it featured many 
genuinely concerned people 
who feared for the futures of 
their families and their country. 
What struck me is that although 
there were many upper-middle 
class and wealthier people who 
were clearly defending their 
own class interests against 
Obama’s tax increase on those 
making over $250,000, I found 
a large number of Tea Party-
animals were not right-wing 
zealots or hardcore Libertarians 

but normal, regular, middle 
class and working people 
who, in an attempt to stand 
against Wall Street, the 
bankers, and the bailout, 
were getting wrapped up 
in this kind of reactionary 
populism. The right-wing 
media machine has for de-
cades now turned working 
people against their own 

interests, making them believe 
that the interests of both the su-
per rich on Wall Street and “Joe 
Six-Pack” were one in the same 
and that allowing a fraction of a 
percentage to control the lion’s 
share of the wealth in this coun-
try (and the world) with only a 
“trickle” to be spared for those 
at the bottom was the best way 
to organize society. 

Millions of working people 
have been convinced that any 
alternative to the current eco-
nomic system was “Socialism” 
and therefore evil (a belief that 
is thankfully eroding, thanks to 
the economic crisis and young 
people’s lack of the rabid anti-
communism and anti-socialism 
of past generations). The anti-
Wall Street, anti-banker senti-
ment felt by millions of Ameri-
cans is being channeled by 
the Right in order to mobilize 
people against Obama’s slightly 
left-of-center policy changes. 
Lacking a class analysis, these 
people are somehow being 
transformed, knowingly or not, 
into the vanguard of the cur-
rently collapsing capitalist sys-
tem. Unless there is a concerted 
effort of the progressive forces 
of this country to channel the 
anger to its rightful and system-
ic causes, the Right wing will 
do everything it can to throw 
them behind a reactionary like 
Gingrich, who, if elected, will 
proceed to slash every public 
service and sector and continue 
the effort since 1980 to undo all 
of the progressive reforms of 
the New Deal era. At that point, 
we’ll all get teabagged. 

by Anthony DiMieri
STAFF CONCERNED 
CAPITALIST

“Teabagging”: Like 
Protesting, But 

American
A paper Correspondant Joins the New National 
Movement Against Obama’s “Socialist” Policies

FAKER 
THAN 
TRUTH 

by Sean Kelly, Joe McCarthy, and Sam Wadhams
STAFF LIARS

BOSTON, MA ~ NPR has fi nally released details concerning the 
event that journalist Rofl  Elderberry has aptly dubbed, “The Bos-
ton Oil Party.” Parodying the famous Boston Tea Party and feeling 
overtly disenfranchised by President Obama’s socialist tendencies, 
an angry mob dressed as hipsters stormed a port in southeast Bos-
ton, barrels of oil in tow.  They poured the barrels of oil into the 
sea, and reportedly “stood around waiting for someone to notice.”  
When no one did notice, the mob promptly left the scene and shop-
lifted two American Apparel retailers and one Urban Outfi tters.  
Thirteen members of the mob were apprehended on site at Urban 
Outfi tters and were taken into custody on multiple charges of shop-
lifting, terrorizing, and being too goddamn ironic.

There is much Twitter speculation surrounding the issue of 
whether or not these “Oil Partiers” were actually hipsters or if they 
were just dressing up as such.

The Boston Chief of Police is on record saying, “Obama hasn’t 
raised the tax on oil, so they were obviously doing it for reasons 
other than that of the Boston Tea party.  And the outfi ts...our top 
guys are pretty certain they were trying to be ironic, since pouring 
oil and being angry at taxes is totally un-hipster.  But then, if they 
weren’t hipsters but just dressing up as hipsters, that’s pretty ironic 
right there—which is pretty hipster...” Reportedly, the Chief of Po-
lice’s head blew up after chewing for too long on the vicious cycle 
of hipster irony.  Presently, there is a Medium Irony Alert in Boston 
and its environs.    
      -JM

WASHINGTON, D.C. ~ The U.S. Fish and Wildlife service 
reached a unanimous decision to place Oatmeal Teddy Grahams on 
the national list of endangered species.  “We here at the FWS have 
tracked a sharp decline in the prevalence of the noble creatures,” 
said FWS director Rowan Gould to reporters at a press conference 
last Thursday.  “Though there was once a time when Oatmeal Ted-
dy Grahams could be found in national locations such as Wal-Mart 
and BJ’s, their availability has dwindled down to local grocery 
stores in the Pacifi c Northwest and select Piggly-Wiggly franchises 
in Mississippi.”  Gould stated that the sharp decline in the Oatmeal 
Teddy Graham population is most likely due to poaching, logging 
and hungry, petulant infants and toddlers who refuse to snack on 
the whole-grain species of Teddy Grahams.

      -SK

BRONX, NY ~ Newt Gingrich, Time Magazine’s Person of the 
Year for 1995, appeared at Fordham on Monday. While many 
students complained that his fi scally conservative message and 
diminished clout, Fordham Prep’s Leonard Theater was nonethe-
less packed to the gills.  The Newt’s gills. Opening for Gingrich 
was none other than famous comedian Lenny Bruce; throughout 
his speech he had Rock ‘N’ Roll Hall of Famers the Rolling Stones 
playing melodic background music; and at the end of his time on-
stage, none other than Jesus Christ returned and handed each of 
those in attendance a winning $10,000 scratch ticket. Finally, as if 
to cap off the performance, the giant hand of God burst through the 
roof of the prep theater, and a booming, omniscient voice guaran-
teed all present true love, an understanding of the meaning of life, 
prosperity and an unconditional place in heaven. Reached for com-
ment, CBA junior Pat McRoin said, “Well, for forty grand we just 
about got our money’s worth.”
      -SW

A few weeks ago I re-
ceived word from my dad that 
he would be attending a “Tea 
Party” against Barack Obama’s 
“out of control spending” that 
was “mortgaging [his] grand-
children’s future.” Fueled by 
AM radio outrage, he was go-
ing to take to the streets to tell 
Obama he was mad as hell and 
refused to take it anymore. I 
decided to join him. The New 
York City Tax Day teabagging 
ceremony, where 5,000 angry 
citizens turned out to protest 
the bailout, increased govern-
ment spending, and Obama’s 
“Socialist agenda” was held a 
block down from City Hall. I 
showed up, camera in 
hand, and made my way 
through the overwhelm-
ingly white and signifi -
cantly male crowd in-
terviewing those willing 
to speak about why they 
came out. Perhaps to re-
move the stigmas that 
such teabaggers were 
racist, the master of the 
ceremonies for the rally was a 
black man. Right-wing speaker 
after right-wing speaker took 
the stage to proclaim, “We be-
lieve in Capitalism;” lead chants 
of “USA!” and “We the peo-
ple!;” denounce the evils of lib-
eralism, socialism, and “collec-
tivism,” which in an Ayn Rand/
Ron Paul sense, is considered 
“the enemy of Liberty.”

Though everyone seemed to 
enjoy a good teabagging, there 
were many schisms amongst 
the crowd. What has been un-
derplayed by the right-wing 
Republican propaganda effort 
by FOX and the gasbags on the 
radio who point to the teabag-
gers as a genuine populist op-
position to Obama is the fact 
that these “Tea Parties” began 
as largely a Libertarian effort 
and were rooted in an ideol-
ogy which ran very much in 
opposition to the mainstream 
Republican Party. From survey-
ing the crowd last Wednesday, 
it seemed there was a signifi cant 
number of protesters that were 
members of the anti-income 
tax, anti-Federal Reserve/Ron-
Paul-is-the-man crowd, most of 
whom were as much opposed to 
the greater G.O.P. as they are to 
the Democrats. Some teabagged 
Obama; others hoped to teabag 
the bankers, or Congress. One 
might even argue that the lib-
ertarian vs. Neo-Con and/or 
Gingrich-Republicans match 
opened the possibility for some 
to teabag of each other. A few 
special teabaggers wore latter 
eighteenth century garb.

The atmosphere was one of 

Fighting the man.
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Ever seen that movie Eter-
nal Sunshine of the Spotless 
Mind? Well the same phe-
nomena that fueled the plot of 
that crazy movie—the ability 
to have your memory erased 
through some mad scientifi c 
procedure—is being madly sci-
entifi cally researched right now 
by a team of neuroscientists in 
Brooklyn who claim that with 
the help of a newly discovered 
drug, learned memories can be 
erased from the brain.

Led by Dr. Todd C. Saktor, 
the team at SUNY Downtown 
Medical Center has been con-
ducting experiments on rats, 
testing the effects of a drug 
called ZIP on the synaptic con-
nections made between neurons 
that are said to be responsible 
for storing memory. Scientists 
have disputed over “what mem-
ory is” since the beginnings 
of neuroscience. Is memory a 
material substance, a cluster of 
cells in a specifi c area of the 
brain? How are we able to have 
an unlimited long term memory 
then? Is memory the synaptic 
connections themselves: imma-
terial and constantly changing? 
Persistent questions like these 
have moved the development 
of neuroscience throughout sev-

eral memory theories. 
The latest theory, previ-

ous research suggests, is that 
memory is retained through the 
constant connections between 
experiences that are stored in 
various parts of the brain. The 
New York Times reporter Bene-
dict Carey gives the analogy that 
“brain cells activated by an 
experience keep one another 
on biological speed-dial, like 
a group of people joined in 
common witness of some 
striking event. Call on one 
and word quickly goes out to 
the larger network of cells, 
each apparently adding some 
detail, sight, sound, smell. 
The brain appears to retain a 
memory by growing thicker, 
or more effi cient, communi-
cation lines between these 
cells.” 

Scientists have known 
this since the 60’s but 
haven’t been able to pinpoint 
specifi c molecules that aid the 
synaptic processes until re-
cently this decade, when the 
molecule PKMzeta was discov-
ered. Found in a paper written 
in 1999 in a science journal by 
neuroscientists Dr. Jeff W. Li-
chtman and Joshua R. Sanes of 
Harvard, PKMzeta was amidst a 
list of 117 molecules that may 
or may not be involved in “long 

term potentiation,” or the pro-
cess by which neurons trans-
mit information throughout the 
brain (the speed-dial thing).  

PKMzeta basically increas-
es the sensitivity of the connec-
tions between neurons, there-
fore making the memory more 
“permanent or even existent 

at all.” At a microscopic level, 
PKMzeta molecules are present 
at the moment of a synaptic con-
nection (when neurons touch 
each other…and make memo-
ries). If it is blocked, scientists 
mused, the memories may not 
be made at all! That’s where the 
drug ZIP comes in. ZIP inhib-
its PKMzeta from doing its job, 
and therefore would inhibit the 
neurons from fully connecting 

and, in this case, storing experi-
ences into our long term memo-
ries.

How did they test this? 
Working from a remarkably 
small lab, (this is really the fi rst 
research ever done on this sub-
ject, so there are few invested, 
and a lot of investment by those 

who are) Dr. Saktor and his 
team train rats to make their 
ways through electrical maz-
es, avoiding, of course, elec-
tric shock. Once the rat has 
learned how to get through 
the maze without being elec-
trocuted, the rat is injected 
with ZIP in the targeted ar-
eas of the brain responsible 
for learned motor skills, as-
sumingly inhibiting the rat’s 
PKMzeta to retain the mem-
ory of the maze. When the 
poor rats are dropped back 
into the maze the next day, 
they fail and get electrocuted 

while the researchers cheer at 
the hope that this proves some-
thing.

The goals for this research 
are not merely for the novelty, 
however. The research’s ulti-
mate goal is to use these ad-
vancements in memory and 
neuroscience to lead to a cure 
for Alzheimer’s disease. In ad-
dition, using ZIP to “erase” 
memories can also be used to 

treat drug addictions, chronic 
fears, and possibly to eliminate 
traumatic past events from our 
brains. 

Considering the fact that 
the New York Times article 
contained too many paragraph 
long metaphors comparing the 
drug to “armies” invading a 
peninsula, “chemical wallfl ow-
ers,” and a telephone dialing 
mechanism, there is ostensibly 
not very much detailed research 
done yet. Though the drug has 
not been tested on humans, the 
implications are huge, and kind 
of scary. Don’t we learn from 
the past? Couldn’t someone 
who forgot they were addicted 
to a drug get re-addicted just as 
easily? Aren’t we just opening 
up more chances for people to 
screw up? Needless to say, ethi-
cal debates are going to pop up 
around this issue all over the 
place. But it will be a long time 
until this drug is even put to 
medicinal use. Right now, it’s 
just still a thought to toy around 
with in our brains, before our 
brains are eventually invaded 
by neuroscientists and armies 
of ZIP! To be cute and quote 
Eternal Sunshine of the Spotless 
Mind, “[the operation] is techni-
cally brain damage. But it’s on 
par with a night of heavy drink-
ing, nothing you’ll miss.” 

by Kaitlin Campbell
STAFF BLACKOUT

Brooklyn Scientists Create Drug to Target and Block Synapses that Store Memory

Clinical Memory Erasure: An Alternative to Alcohol

Fact: People fucking love 
sharks. Jaws was one of the 
highest grossing fi lms of all 
time, Discovery Channel’s 
Shark Week is anticipated with 
ridiculous amounts of eager-
ness as the pinnacle of summer 
television, and most kids have, 
at some time or another, owned 
a shark fi n that they strapped to 
their back in the pool. Sharks 
may be terrifying, but the idea of 
an animal who eats everything 
from license plates to toddlers, 
frequently gets in epic sea bat-
tles with pods of dolphins, and 
can single-handedly take down 
a whale is cool as shit. So, it was 
no surprise that the snaring and 
subsequent consuming of an ex-
tremely rare megamouth shark 
in the Donsol region of the Phil-
ippines attracted worldwide me-
dia attention.

The megamouth is one of the 
rarest sharks in the world, hav-
ing only been sighted 41 times 
in the 33 years since its discov-
ery in 1976. The megamouth is 
so named for its wide, yawning 
mouth that gives it a perpetual 
toothless smile. Like the whale 
shark, it is a fi lter feeder (deci-
mating whole schools of plank-
ton with one bite!) and lives 

primarily at depths of  400-550 
feet; thus, it is diffi cult to fi nd 
and even more diffi cult to study. 
But fi shermen in the Philippines 
landed a 13-foot, 1,100 lb whop-
per without even trying. As only 
the 41st one ever found, it was 
brilliantly monikered “Mega-
mouth-41” by the Florida Muse-
um of Natural History, and the 
entire scientif-
ic community 
hoped to study 
it and learn a 
bit more about 
this gentle 
giant of the 
deep. Howev-
er, herein lies 
the problem: 
shark meat is 
the main ingre-
dient in certain 
Fillipino deli-
cacies, and a 
half-ton shark 
does not look 
like science 
to people who 
have mouths to 
feed-–it looks 
like dinner for 
the whole village for a month. 
So… they ate it. Cut it up, divid-
ed it into nice family-size por-
tions, and ate the fucking rarest 
shark in the world. Though the 

shark had died while struggling 
in the fi shermen’s nets, the 
World Wildlife Fund had tried 
to “dissuade” (read: they went 
apeshit) the locals from feasting 
as it was so rare. But to no avail: 
Christmas came early in the 
Philippines, and Megamouth-41 
was Santa, the gifts, and the din-
ner feast all in one.

This leaves something to 
consider; we, in our comfort-
able packaged food society, 
forget that animals are still 
food to most of the real world. 

People eat things other than 
beef, chicken, or turkey. Shark 
is actually really fucking tasty if 
you’ve ever had it (granted, I’ve 
had hammerhead and mako, not 
megamouth). So can you really 
blame the fi shermen for eating it 
rather than dissecting it, stuffi ng 
it, and adding a voicebox so it 
sings “Take Me To The River” 

on command? 
Not really. Actu-
ally, to the fi sher-
men, it probably 
sounded ridicu-
lous not to eat it. 
It puts the differ-
ences in world 
culture into per-
spective. Fil-
lipino waters are 
some of the pur-
est ecosystems 
in the world, ac-
cording to the 
WWF. Not only 
have 8 of the 41 
sighted Me-
gamouths been 
found in this re-
gion, dubbed the 
Coral Triangle, 

but whale sharks, dolphins, and 
manta rays frequent the area as 
well; the presence of larger ma-
rine life indicates that the region 
is not simply healthy, but thriv-

ing. These ecosystems are better 
off than most of the world’s oth-
ers, as the Philippines are one of 
the few tropical places civiliza-
tion has yet to overdevelop. The 
Caribbean waters may look pure 
to us, who only have the less-
than-sparkling East and Hudson 
Rivers to go on, but in reality, 
their reefs and marine life are 
suffering due to pollution and 
careless tourists. The little tiny 
fi sh you see snorkeling in Palm 
Beach or Puerto Rico may seem 
abundant, but do you see any 
dolphins or whales? No. The 
waters just aren’t as pure as they 
once were.

So the Filipino fi shermen 
would rather eat their hard work 
than giving it away and running 
down to Mickey D’s for a Filet-
O-Fish Sandwich. Honestly, 
that says a lot about them, and 
a lot about us. Waste not, want 
not; the fi shermen don’t waste 
potential food by studying it 
and then discarding it, nor do 
they want their islands to start 
looking like Ocean City, New 
Jersey. They are pretty con-
tent with their lifestyle. If they 
want to eat their extremely rare, 
half-ton shark, so be it. But we 
probably shouldn’t put them on 
World Wildlife Conservation 
staff. 

by Mickie Meinhardt
STAFF HAMMERHEAD

“Man, Eating Shark” Given New Significance

Filipino Fishermen Eat Rare Megamouth Shark 

Archive photo of young 
Filipino girl moments 
before being eaten by 

taxidermied megamouth 
shark. 

Soon to be widely 
available, minus the 
cool fl ash thingy.
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Fox News conjured up a 
near-perfect storm of right-
wing idiocy and sanctimonious 
conservative ire on March 
25th, when conservative Wash-
ington Post commentator and 
part-time Drudge Report edi-
tor Andrew Breitbart appeared 
as a guest with none other than 
Sean Hannity. The topic of the 
day was political correctness: 
more specifi cally, how politi-
cal correctness has “run amok” 
in the “socialist Obama era.” 
The two bitched and moaned 
for some time about how some 
of their very favorite terms (i.e. 
“illegal immigrant,” “war on 
terror,” and just about anything 
to do with “terror”) were be-
ing thrown to the wayside by 
Obama’s iron fi st of political 
correctness.  

Although the interview 
seemed to quickly spiral into 
two large windbags sycophan-
tically agreeing with one an-

other and lovingly stroking each 
other’s egos, one of the most 
interesting moments occurred at 
the end of the interview, when 
Breitbart gave his own personal 

testimonial regarding the hor-
rors of the PC movement. As 
the interview was about to end, 
Breitbart hurriedly interjected 
that his children, who attend 
a Los Angeles county public 
school, are now being “forced” 
to celebrate March 17th not as 

St. Patrick’s Day, but rather as 
the more innocuous and friendly 
“Potato Day.” Breitbart went on 
to describe this as a microcosm 
for what he called “the destruc-

tion of language,” while Hanni-
ty whined about not being able 
to joke about ethnicity “in any 
shape, matter or form.”

Now, I in no way sympathize 
with the plight of the right-wing 
anti-PC contingent, but “Potato 
Day” still disturbs and discon-

certs me. While the intention of 
making certain things like na-
tional holidays a bit more faith-
neutral and adaptable to dif-
ferent cultural backgrounds is 
certainly a good one, renaming 
a national drinking day that has 
little to no religious signifi cance 
in our country seems a bit, well, 
futile. Not only that, but doesn’t 
the name “Potato Day” espouse 
an age-old Irish stereotype that 
is, no doubt, more offensive and 
inappropriate than simply the 
mention of a Catholic saint?

As much as I hate to admit it 
(especially in this publication), 
perhaps Hannity and Breitbart 
had the tiniest shred of legitima-
cy this time. While the sensa-
tionalist argument they and their 
cohorts make regarding political 
correctness is laughable, per-
haps their “righteous” outrage is 
founded on a solid foundation.  
After all, would it not be easier 
for Americans to simply accept 
and understand religious and 
cultural differences, rather than 
watering them down in order to 
avoid offending anyone?  

by Sean Kelly
STAFF CULTURE 
WARRIOR

LA Public School Renames 
St. Patrick’s Day “Potato Day”

Is this somehow 
better?

The observation has been 
made once or twice before 
that George Bush and Barack 
Obama are somewhat different. 
Obama seems cool and collect-
ed when speaking to the press, 
while Bush very clearly loathed 
having to 
talk any-
body who 
questioned 
his pub-
lic deci-
sions and 
policies. 
Obama 
seems to 
have ad-
opted a 
“bend but 
not break” philosophy when 
things don’t exactly go to plan, 
while Bush preferred an “even 
though this is obviously broken 
maybe no one will notice” plan 
of action. When Obama goes 
pretty much anywhere he is 
treated like a deity whose time 
among us is limited, while Bush 
has footwear thrown at him by 
members of the foreign press 
corps. So our last two leaders 
contrast each other somewhat, 
and as Obama tries to wiggle 
himself and the American atten-
tion away from the economy we 
are going to fi nd out a lot more 
about their differences.

This is starting to become 
apparent in his treatment of 

Iran. A big issue throughout 
the primaries was “precondi-
tions” regarding Iran’s nuclear 
program, meaning that Iran 
should have to agree to our de-
mands before we sit down with 
them. During the primaries 
Obama seemed to be against 
preconditions more or less on 

the grounds that they’re stupid 
and arrogant of the US to think 
that any country negotiating 
with us wouldn’t feel insulted. 
This refreshing point of view 
isn’t one that Obama has ex-
actly followed since becoming 
president, although during his 
trip he spoke of Iran as becom-
ing integrated into the rest of the 
world politically and economi-
cally and didn’t follow Bush’s 
extremely douchy habit of refer-
ring to Iran as a “regime.” There 
appeared to be a glimmer of 
hope that those long spoken of 
negotiations between Iran and 
the U.S. would eventually get 
underway when the New York 
Times reported last Tuesday that 

the U.S. would drop its demand 
that the Iranian government shut 
down its nuclear facilities dur-
ing the early phases of negotia-
tions. This glimmer of hope was 
quickly erased when Press Sec-
retary Robert Gibbs fl atly de-
nied the shift in policy later that 
day, adding, “This would not be 
the fi rst time that I have stood at 
this podium, having read some-
thing in the newspaper that I 
found to be not accurate.”

In truth, the best thing 
Obama could do for the inter-
national community is just drop 
the Iranian issue altogether. Iran 
hasn’t invaded another country 
in centuries. As it stands, there 
is no international law that says 
Iran cannot have nuclear weap-
ons while everyone else who 
has the technology and the will-
ing support from the U.S. can. 
In fact, if you recall, it was the 
Bush Administration that fi rst 
posited Iran as a major threat 
to international security, and it 
was that same brilliant leader-
ship that saw Iraq as an immi-
nent danger to the U.S., so you 
get where I’m going with this. 
There’s a measure of irony in 
this country, which to date was 
the only one dumb enough to 
attack another country with nu-
clear weapons, demanding who 
else should and shouldn’t have 
nuclear weapons on the basis 
of security and peacekeeping, 
which is further compounded 
by this country’s bullying of a 
nation that signed the Nuclear 

Non-Proliferation Treaty (Iran) 
while supporting the nuclear 
fantasies of countries who have 
not (India and Israel).

Then there’s Iraq. Obama 
has shown some early promise, 
signing a pledge to close Gitmo 
and eschewing the idiotic “stay 
the course” policy for a more 
sensible timetable. Although 
the timetables are a better idea 

than what Bush came up with, 
they’re not perfectly rigid stan-
dards by which the military will 
make their exit. In fact, General 
Ray Odierno, the commander of 
Iraq’s multinational forces, has 
already expressed doubts about 
the June 30 deadline for with-
drawing American troops from 
urban areas. Although the fi nal 
withdrawal of troops isn’t sup-
posed to occur until late 2011, 
which is pretty far off, any hic-
cup in the gradual retraction of 
forces could have a snowball-
ing effect and result in a greater 

amount of resentment from the 
Iraqi people. There are also the 
military bases that will remain 
intact and operating after the 
withdrawal of troops, which 
will, if anything, incite feelings 
of bitterness and give credence 
to the argument that America 
is building an empire in every 
way except title. There are al-
ready 38 medium or large-sized 

American 
military bas-
es located 
outside the 
U.S., which 
is more than 
the 36 that 
Britain had 
during the 
height of 
their empire. 
If the Presi-
dent is at all 
interested in 
looking like 
a man not in-

terested in running the world, he 
may want to consider not keep-
ing a large military presence af-
ter a supposed withdrawal.

Obama is almost certainly 
not likely to do either of these 
things, because we live in times 
that demand villains and things 
to fear irrationally. Even so, the 
image Obama is carving for 
himself is one of the thought-
ful and level headed mediator, 
which is much better than the 
one of the previous eight years. 
But then again, pretty much 
anything would be.

by Eamon Stewart 
STAFF APOLOGIST

Republicans Accuse President of Being a “Total Bitch” 

Obama Takes Proactive Steps Dealing with Iran 
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