
Two months from now, 
every subway ride will 

cost $2.50. Shit. At 
9:30 AM on March 
25th, the MTA Board 
came together to give 
offi cial authoriza-
tion to a new budget 
plan that will hike up 
the fares of virtually 
all public modes of 
transportation in New 
York. 

You’re probably 
thinking, “Didn’t they 
just do that last year?”  
Yea, they did. And 
now they’re back to do 
it again. The so-called 
“doomsday plan” will 
also see the cancella-
tion or shortening of 
many subway and bus 
lines, as well as size-
able MTA employee 
layoffs in the coming 
months. If you’re not 
familiar with the new 
plan, refer to the inset   
to the right for an over-
view.

Not pissed off 
enough?  Then go on-
line and look up the 
full list of changes that 
will take place. The 
list above is less than half of the 
proposed fare-hikes and service 
cuts that will come into effect 
with the new budget. On top of 
that, the MTA announced it will 
fi re roughly 1,100 employees 
starting this summer. 

How did we get into this 
mess?  Well, the MTA is cur-
rently shoulder-deep in $1.2 

billion worth of debt due to the 
economic recession, declining 
tax revenues, and the MTA bor-
rowing millions of dollars for 
transportation improvements. 

The state legislature failed to 
come up with a bailout plan, so 
the fare hikes will be instated to 
help alleviate the budget gap.

New York Superhero/Gov-
ernor David Patterson had 
backed a plan to plug the defi cit 
by taxing business payrolls and 
tolling 13 normally free East 
and Harlem River bridges. The 

plan called for no increases on 
subway or bus fares. However, 
Patterson failed to get the state 
Senate to pass the plan (adding 
another chapter in Patterson’s 

soon-to-be-published auto-
biography, entitled How to 
be a Crappy Governor). 

There’s more bad news. 
The MTA Board also an-
nounced that they will re-
convene next month and 
raise the fares even higher 
for 2010 if the state legisla-
ture can’t agree on a fi nan-
cial rescue plan. Dammit, 
dammit, dammit, dammit.

Let’s face it: the MTA 
has a strong, icy grip on 
the balls of every New 
Yorker who uses public 
transportation. The fare 
hike is awful, but people 
are going to continue to 
use the MTA’s services 
simply because they don’t 
have any other choice. 
Well, most people will. 
I’ve decided to stop using 
the subway and will only 
travel via horse carriage 
from now on (less money 
and more manure=a win/
win situation). No need 
to throw yourself into the 
path of an oncoming D-
train just yet though (but if 
you plan on it, you should 

do it while it only costs $2). The 
new fares don’t come into effect 
for a couple of months. The bus 
and subway fare will increase 
starting on May 31st, and the 
Metro-North and LIRR fares 
will increase starting on June 
1st. The rest of the proposals will 
come into effect by the end of 
the year.

So what can we do about 
this? Mayor Bloomberg sug-
gested all New Yorkers call 
state legislators and say, “I’m 
mad as hell and I’m not going to 
take it anymore”. Many people 
took his advice, and the offi ces 
of state offi cials have been get-
ting hundreds of calls every 
day, starting the morning of 
the MTA’s approval of the new 
budget. Some have suggested 
a one-day boycott of all MTA 
services. That would be a great 

way to protest if we actually 
followed through with it, but 
unfortunately we won’t. And 
the worst part is that the MTA 
knows we won’t.

The best way to go about 
voicing our outrage is to ham-
mer every state representative 
with phone calls until they put 
an end to this madness (if you 
have an automatic phone dialer, 
now’s the time to get it out). Or, 
if you’re feeling really ambi-
tious, you can staple a Metro-
Card to a brown paper bag fi lled 

with dog crap, light it on fi re, 
and leave it on the doorstep of 
a New York Senator (the crud-
est, but probably most effective 
method of protest).

Amid all the hike hyste-
ria, though, there is some good 
news. The fare hikes can be 
avoided if the legislature passes 
a bailout plan before the new 
budget is put into effect. So let’s 
do this, New York. Let’s call ev-
ery representative and state of-
fi cial until they have no choice 

but to either change their phone 
numbers or revamp the budget 
plan without making all these 
ridiculous hikes and cuts (if you 
need their phone numbers, look 
no further than the NY Daily 
News website). After all, what 
is America if not a place where 
we can bitch until we get what 
we want?  You guys just con-
centrate on making those phone 
calls. I’ll be roaming the streets 
with brown paper bags looking 
for dog crap. Together, we can 
do this.

by Seena Vali 
STAFF  PANHANDLER
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 The price of a single subway or bus 
ride will rise from $2.00 to $2.50.

 The price of a 7-day unlimited 
MetroCard will rise from $25 to 
$31.

 The price of a 30-day unlimited 
MetroCard will rise from $81 to 
$103.

 The W and Z subway lines will be 
eliminated.

 The G and M subway lines will be 
shortened.

 There will be 18 more people per 
subway car.

 There will be a 10-minute longer 
wait for late-night subway service.

 Cash tolls on major bridges and 
tunnels will rise from $5 to $6.50.

 E-Zpass tolls on major bridges and 
tunnels will rise from $4.15 to $5.26.

 20 bus routes will be eliminated, 
including the M6, 8, 10, and 18 lines 
through Manhattan and the Bx4, 
14, 20, and 34 lines through the 
Bronx.

editorials 

The price of a room just went 
up 50 cents a night. 

Copywrong?
p.10  

New Budget Plan Calls for Major 
Fare Hikes and Service Cuts 



After six years in Iraq, 
Americans still peer outward 
towards a strange and unstable 
world. March 20 marked the 
six-year anniversary of the war 
in Iraq, a war that has, since 
2003, cost the lives of roughly 
4,300 American soldiers and 
over $1 trillion. About 55,000 
Iraqi insurgents have been re-
ported dead, and an innumer-
able amount of Iraqi civilians 
have lost their lives as a result 
of combat in their own country. 
Most reports of civilian deaths 
are drastically under-reported, 
conservative estimates put the 
number somewhere around 
100,000, but some speculate 
that more than 600,000 civilians 
have lost their lives since the 
beginning of the war.

Since the start of the war, 
almost 2.3 million Iraqis have 
been displaced inside their own 
country, with another 2 million 
refuges fl eeing to other coun-
tries. Many of those who left 
are professionals, doctors, arti-
sans, and artists; an exodus of 
intellectuals that is a common 
sight during wartime and one 
that can easily leave a country a 
cultural shell of what it used to 
be. The quality of life for civil-
ians has also severely decreased 
since the war had started. Many 
parts of the country lack proper 
electricity, sewage disposal, and 

ample water supplies, all things 
that, should they choose to act 
in a responsible manner, ought 
to be supplied by the United 
States Government. 

While President Obama 
stated during his campaign that 
the last U.S combatants would 
be pulled out of Iraq 16 months 
after he took offi ce, his most 
recent plan of action for Iraq 
suggests the President has since 
adopted a more prudent, realis-
tic philosophy. Obama’s current 
plan calls for all combat troops 
to be withdrawn by 2010, with 
a temporary security force of 
up to 50,000 troops staying in 
Iraq through 2011. That all U.S 
forces will leave Iraq by 2011 
is in accord with the Status of 
Forces Agreement made be-
tween America and Iraq under 
the Bush Administration.   

A complete and fi nal 2011 
pullout is  music to the 
ears of many Americans who 
have had to endure six years of 
a seemingly aimless and moral-
ly defunct war. Violence in the 
country has decreased signifi -
cantly since the surge in 2007, 
an occurrence that points to a 
quiet, perhaps peaceful resolu-
tion in Iraq. But, as former paper 
co- editor in chief Bill Donahue 
stressed last year, no matter 
what the end result, it is impor-
tant for Americans not to think 
of the Iraq war as a victory. The 
Iraq war is one of tragedy, an 
unfortunate occurrence marred 

by injustices and absurdities, 
one that has showed Americans 
that their coun-
try, no matter 
how tenacious-
ly they choose 
to believe, is 
not an arbiter of 
peace. 

With the 
Iraq War draw-
ing to a close, 
the Obama 
Administration 
has set Ameri-
ca’s sights back 
on Afghani-
stan, spear-
heading an effort to re-do what 
was already done once eight 
years ago.

The Struggle in Afghanistan

For those who claim that 
former President Bush will be 
vindicated in the future, his 
legacy is one that kept America 
safe from additional terrorist 
attacks in the post-9/11 world. 
The problem with this claim is 
that, though Bush’s approval 
ratings soared after 9/11 and 
his reaction to the event was 
both smart and benefi cial to a 
country that had in one day seen 
unfathomable destruction and 
fury, his involvement in Iraq 
was one that secured American 
safety, but one that left us open 
and vulnerable to other attacks. 
After 9/11, Afghanistan became 

a target, and Iraq became a mis-
sion. It was America’s dedica-

tion to that mission that allowed 
Al Qaeda, the group responsible 
for the 9/11 terrorist attacks, to 
regain control in Afghanistan. 

That is not to say that Bush 
necessarily put the country in 
the way of imminent danger, but 
he certainly diverted our atten-
tion. And though a cataclysmic 
attack was unlikely immediate-
ly after the 9/11 attacks, the Iraq 
war essentially gave Taliban 
and Al Qaeda operatives several 
years of unmediated preparation 
time. Currently, the picture in 
Afghanistan is not necessarily 
one of rampant Taliban activity. 
Certainly the country is more 
stable, but Taliban forces have 
been able to reenter, evidenced 
by reports of Taliban forces 
building, some reportedly aided 
by Pakistan militants. Taliban 
leader Mullah Mohammed 

Omar, who was driven out of 
Iraq in 2001, sees the country’s 

current state as 
an opportunity 
for the Taliban 
to once again 
seize power. 

One tenet 
of Obama’s 
campaign was 
focusing more 
attention on 
Afghanistan, 
a plan he has 
since adhered 
to, sending 
17,000 combat 
troops to Af-

ghanistan in January and recent-
ly announcing a plan to send 
4,000 more troops to train Af-
ghan militant and security forc-
es. The addition of troops will 
bring America’s current troop 
count in Afghanistan to 60,000, 
and total international forces 
somewhere around 90,000.  

Though military action in 
Afghanistan has not been as in-
tense as in Iraq, its effects on the 
civilian population have been 
no less severe. A country in 
turmoil after the United States 
invaded in 2001, many Afghan-
istan civilians have lost their 
lives due to military reckless-
ness, Americans and Insurgents 
alike to blame. As both interna-
tional and Taliban forces seek 
to claim power in Afghanistan, 
civilians have an unfortunately 
grim future to look forward to.

by Alex Gibbons
FEATURES EDITOR

The Obama Administration Reassesses America’s Military Strategy

Six Years into the Iraq War
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Sometimes, a business trip 
involves nothing more than a 
long fl ight and a quick confer-
ence. Other times, it involves 
almost being vaporized by a 
nuclear explosion. The latter 
was the case of Tsutomu Yama-
guchi, a Japanese man who was 
on a business trip in Hiroshima 
on August 6th, 1945, better 
known as the day the United 
States dropped an atomic bomb 
on the city. Though he received 
serious burns from the blast, 
Yamaguchi survived, and the 
following day began his trip 
home—to Nagasaki. Three days 
after the fi rst attack, while the 
burned Yamaguchi was telling 
his skeptical boss of the tremen-
dous weapon that destroyed all 
of Hiroshima, the second bomb 
detonated, knocking Yamagu-
chi off his feet. If the third time 
is the charm, Yamaguchi is 
lucky that there were only two 
bombs. 

Approximately 200,000 
people were killed in the at-

tacks; most of them died in-
stantly, while others succumbed 
in the weeks and months that 
followed. The survivors of the 
bombings 
are known as 
hibakusha, 
or “explo-
sion-affect-
ed people,” 
and num-
ber around 
260,000. 
In order to 
qualify as a 
hibakusha, 
survivors 
must have 
been within 
several miles 
of the initial 
blast, within 
two kilo-
meters of 
the epicen-
ter after the 
explosion, 
exposed to 
the resulting 
radioactive fallout, or exposed 
while still in utero. Yamaguchi 
was within a three-kilometer ra-

large portion of his life, and 
though his family survived with 
him, they have all been plagued 
by health problems. His son 

died at the age of 
59 from cancer, 
as did his wife 
last year. Now 93 
years old, Yama-
guchi is slowly 
succumbing to 
the same fate. It 
is likely that the 
bombings led to 
all three illnesses. 

What might 
be surprising to 
an outsider is that 
Yamaguchi has 
kept largely silent 
over the decades 
since his ordeal. 
Often, hibaku-
sha don’t openly 
discuss their sur-
vival, not only 
because of the 
terrible memories 
they have, but 

also because of social preju-
dices. Survivors of the attacks 
can face discrimination, and are 

sometimes even denied employ-
ment. Although registered sur-
vivors receive monthly allow-
ances and other benefi ts from 
the Japanese government, such 
aid could never make up for 
what they endured.

Despite living most of his 
life outside of the public eye, 
Yamaguchi has recently been 
more vocal with his story. He 
wrote a book about his experi-
ence in his eighties, and several 
years ago he was part of a docu-
mentary about double survivors. 
Though others apparently exist, 
Yamaguchi is the fi rst person 
to be confi rmed by the Japa-
nese government as a survivor 
of both attacks. Approaching 
the end of his life, Yamaguchi 
sees his survival as more than 
luck: “It was my destiny that I 
experienced this twice and I am 
still alive to convey what hap-
pened.” Whether you believe in 
destiny or not, it certainly seems 
that Yamaguchi was more for-
tunate (and unfortunate) over 
the course of three days in 1945 
than most people could hope to 
be in their entire life.

by Sean Bandfi eld
STAFF DA BOMB 

Describes Experience as “The Second Worst Week of My Life”

Japanese Government Recognizes Man for Surviving 
Two Atomic Bomb Blasts 

dius of each detonation, a per-
ilously close range to survive 
even once. 

Despite surviving the at-

tacks, Yamaguchi did not es-
cape unscathed. He was re-
quired to wear bandages for a 

So really,  what’s 
the big deal?

Way past the time for    
formalities.
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You know how sometimes 
someone shows you something 
and you can never un-see it, and 
you kind of wish you could but, 
then again, you’re kind of glad 
you saw it? Yeah, well, that’s 
how you’ll feel after you check 
out the restaurant inspections on 
everyblock.com for our neigh-
borhood. From Simon’s Deli to 
White Castle to Tino’s, we’ve 
got the low down on all of your 
favorite (or now formerly fa-
vorite) places to eat on and off 
campus.

Restaurant health 
inspections are con-
ducted unannounced in 
every restaurant in New 
York City at least once 
a year, sometimes sev-
eral more times depend-
ing on previous health 
inspection performanc-
es. The inspections are 
conducted by “sanitar-
ians” of the New York 
City Department of 
Health and Mental Hy-
giene, and these spe-
cialists inspect everything from 
how the restaurant stores and 
cooks the food to the conditions 
of their bathrooms.

I originally happened upon 
everyblock.com while wonder-
ing why Simon’s Deli had been 
closed for so many weeks. My 
roommate and I had hypoth-
esized that the recession had 
fi nally hit the overpriced and 
usually terrible establishment. 
Nope. They had a staggering 
amount of health code viola-
tions. For starters, the establish-
ment lacked a permit to oper-
ate the establishment when the 
health inspector came on Febru-
ary 12, which, I’m pretty sure, is 
kind of a big deal. Beyond that, 
their utensils were apparently 
not stored correctly, their hand 

washing facility was either not 
equipped with hot water or soap 
(doesn’t specify), and their “per-
sonal cleanliness” was deemed 
inadequate. They racked up a 
total of 73 points. Eek. So Si-
mon’s closed down for a few 
weeks, (I’m assuming) got their 
shit together, and reopened in 
March. And to their credit, at 
their follow-up investigation 
they received no points—quite 
an accomplishment.

Moving down Arthur Ave-

nue, I decided to look up Tino’s 
Delicatessen, another Fordham 
student hotspot. Tino’s racked 
up 21 inspections points: not 
good, but it’s not Simon’s. 
Some of Tino’s violations were 
a little boring: they didn’t have 
proper signs posted on the walls; 
they didn’t have a food protec-
tion certifi cate. But they did get 
charged with inadequate plumb-
ing and fl ying insects. Grody.

Everyone’s favorite Mexi-
can restaurant, known to most 
students as BYOB Mexican 
(despite the fact that it is, unfor-
tunately, no longer BYOB), Es-
trellita Poblana III received 17 
violation points when they were 
randomly inspected in January. 
Their infractions included hav-
ing expired milk and an improp-

er hand washing facility. But 
you know what, their food is 
still the best thing you can pos-
sibly fi nd on Arthur Avenue, so 
deal with it.

Other highlights from Ar-
thur Avenue and the surround-
ing area include Mo Gridders, 
which received 44 violation 
points, requiring a follow-up in-
spection, while the less expen-
sive wing chain Planet Wings 
received only 12. Emilia’s, 
Dominick’s, and Mario’s re-

ceived 11, 23, and 26 
points respectively, so 
you know, keep that in 
mind for the next time 
your parents visit. Uni-
versity Pizza received 
21 violation points 
(roaches and not ver-
min proof—yuck!) and 
Pugsley’s received 15 
points (fl ying insects 
and also not vermin 
proof—again, yuck!).

On campus, the 
Ramskeller received 0 
points when it was in-

spected in January (in all fair-
ness, who ever eats there?), 
while the caf received 19 points 
during its most recent inspec-
tion in November for a whole 
host of things, including fl ying 
insects and mice. The Deli had 
18 violation points at the time of 
their December inspection and 
the Grille had 25 during their 
inspection in November.

So next time you’re think-
ing of going out to eat around 
the Bronx, or even just going to 
eat on-campus, remember these 
health code violations. Then 
remember that you drink urine-
like Natty Lite on a regular ba-
sis, smoke poison-fi lled ciga-
rettes, and would probably eat a 
piece of Pugsley’s pizza off the 
fl oor if it were free and dig in. 

An In-Depth Critical Investigation by 
Resident Muckraker Liberty Valance 

The Arthur Avenue Bak-
ery, otherwise known as the 
only place to get a decent bagel 
around here, might be in trou-
ble. And by “might be,” I mean 
defi nitely is. Former NYPD po-
lice offi cer and owner of Arthur 
Avenue Bakery Walter Galiano 
is being accused over grossly 
underpaying and overworking 
many of his workers, result-
ing in his being charged on 44 
felony counts and 240 misde-
meanors.

Just shy of sixty years old, 
Galiano is not new to legal trou-

bles. In 2007 he was sentenced 
to a year on probation for lying 
in court during investigations 
of the Genovese crime family, 
to whom he has been linked to 
for years. Galiano “lawfully, 
willfully” denied that he was 
engaged in a “business dispute” 
with members of the Genovese 
crime family at an unnamed res-
taurant in the Bronx.

The Genovese family is one 
of fi ve family-run crime rings 
that control mob life in New 
York City. Started in the early 
1900s, the Genovese crime 
family has been involved in 
everything from narcotics to 
extortion, money laundering 
to murder. The remain active 
and possibly the most powerful 
of the fi ve crime-rings in New 
York City, and a recent article 
in the Post pointed out that the 
Genovese family is the only 

crime family to remain “rela-
tively unscathed” amongst the 
dying breed that is the New 
York City mob. And that was 
in the Post, so you know, it’s 
pretty legitimate.

Beyond insurance fraud 
and tax fraud, Galiano is be-
ing charged with minimum 
wage violations and failing to 
pay his employees overtime. 
Some workers allegedly were 
paid $55 for 12 hours worth of 
work. This comes out to under 
$5 per hour, obviously falling 
immensely short of New York 

State’s minimum wage of $7.15 
per hour. Because of practices 
like this, Galiano is charged 
with illegally withholding 
nearly $350,000 to underpaid 
workers. Some employees al-
legedly worked up to 80 hours 
in a week, all without overtime.

To make matters worse, 
Galiano threatened workers 
after learning of the investiga-
tion, causing several of them 
to retract the statements they 
had made to the Department 
of Labor or to quit their jobs 
at the Arthur Avenue Bakery. 
M. Patricia Smith, who is the 
commissioner of the New York 
State Department of Labor, stat-
ed, “I have never seen workers 
so frightened as in the Arthur 
Avenue Bakery case.”

Walter Galiano is currently 
being held on $50,000 bail and 
has pled “not guilty.”

Mob-linked Owner of Arthur 
Avenue Bakery Arrested for 

Illegal Labor Practices

Widespread, Egregious Health 
Violations in Area Restaurants

Simon’s
Deli, now
with rat meat.

Leave the gun, 
take your
workers’ rights.

The Internet is a series of tubes? WRONG. 
the internet is our blog of all things!

http://fupaper.wordpress.com/
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Cable news needed this. 
Politicians needed this. Jon 
Stewart probably needed this 
too. We all needed this, and in 
truth we all sort of wanted this 
to happen. All of this economic 
crappiness and bailout she-
nanigans have been going on 
for about a year now, starting 
with the collapse of Bear Stea-
rns in March of 2008, and yet 
we haven’t had a set economic 
villain to berate and cast large 
and probably unfair amounts of 
blame on. We tried it with Bear 
Stearns, Lehman Brothers, Citi-
group, and got pretty 
damn close with Ber-
nie Madoff, but none 
of these really stuck. 
The reason why none 
of these was a great fi t 
was because in order to 
understand their busi-
ness models and their 
screw ups it would 
require a bit of techni-
cal language and more 
time and attention to 
explain than news net-
works believe exists 
in the average Ameri-
can taxpayer (and the 
news networks are 
probably right for be-
lieving that). So in-
stead what the media 
has given us is stories 
of that very vaguely 
describe the failures of 
these companies and 
paint their executives as crack-
addled degenerates who pissed 
away their companies’ fortunes 
on “leverage based securities” 
and “toxic hedge funds” and 
other terms you don’t really un-
derstand.

The media outlets and poli-
ticians are now worshipping 
whatever gods they believe 
because they won’t have to do 
this kind of reporting or pos-
turing for a few weeks. They 
can exhibit a different kind of 
behavior now, this one called 
“piling on as much blame and 
venom on one entity as human-
ly possible”, and they can do it 
because of the insurance jug-
gernaut American International 
Group Inc, or AIG. If you have 
watched any TV, read a news-
paper, or talked to anybody in 
the last two weeks or so then 
you have heard how roughly 
one tenth of AIG’s government 
bailout money is going to pay 
bonuses to the companies’ top 
executives. This hasn’t exactly 
been greeted warmly by the 
American public, the media, or 
the White House. But the reac-
tion many in the news and gov-
ernment sector has been more 
absurd than AIG’s actions itself. 
The ludicrousness of people’s 
responses in AIG reached its 
zenith when Austun Goolsbee, 
member of the White House 

Council of Economic Advis-
ers, said that AIG’s fi nancial 
products division “should have 
gotten the Nobel Prize for evil.”  
Seriously, a top economic ad-
viser, one of the guys who has 
the ear of the President regard-
ing all things economic, said 
that.

All of this talk may not be 
such a bad thing though. It’s 
a big pretend catharsis for all 
of those involved in public 
life. The politicians can now 
not only pretend that they care 
deeply, but also that they have 
a grip on what’s going on and 
can look decisive. Media pun-

dits (Pat Buchanan, Lou Dobbs, 
etc.) can fl ex their populist 
muscles and show themselves 
as men of the people. And top 
economic advisers can say real-
ly stupid shit and get away with 
it. The frustration and contrived 
emotions everyone has felt for 
the last few months can be fun-
neled into one particular com-
pany, and at this point it seems 
justifi ed that all the recent criti-
cism that has been leveled at the 
economic situation should be 
thrown on the shoulders of one 
corporation.

The ass-kicking AIG has re-
ceived also seems fair because 
there aren’t many ways to get 
around the bonuses. These are 
bonuses that are protected by 
legally binding documents that 
can’t be wiped away because 
they are no longer convenient. 
This fact hasn’t stopped the 
White House from trying to 
stop executives from getting 
their money, saying that they 
had directed Treasury Secre-
tary Tim Geithner to “pursue 
every legal avenue to block 
these bonuses.”  The House of 
Representatives has indepen-
dently reached its own conclu-
sion, voting overwhelmingly to 
implement a 90% bonus tax on 
all companies (not just AIG) re-
ceiving signifi cant bailout mon-

ey. If passed, this could cause 
signifi cant problems regarding 
the $218 million in “retention 
payments” paid to employees 
of the Financial Products sub-
sidiary since December. These 
“bonuses” technically aren’t 
bonuses because they are time-
based, not performance-based, 
meaning they may only fall un-
der the 90% tax only in title and 
not in actual form. There are 
also questions on who exactly 
would be receiving this money, 
as AIG representatives have en-
sured that the money would not 
be going to the individuals who 
ran this company in the dirt in 

the fi rst place, be-
cause allegedly most 
of these people have 
been thrown under 
the bus. If that was 
the case then the bo-
nuses would make 
slightly more sense 
because they would 
be used as a way to 
retain and attract bet-
ter-qualifi ed execu-
tives to run the com-
pany. Some of these 
executives may re-
turn their bonuses, as 
was claimed by New 
York Attorney Gen-
eral Andrew Cuomo, 
who said that 15 of 
top 20 bonus recipi-
ents were prepared 
to return the money 
they received.

 Whichever 
outcome occurs, the 

main loser in all of this won’t 
be AIG; it will be the Obama 
administration. By demanding 
that AIG return such a consider-
able amount of bailout money, 
the White House has effectively 
admitted that not only were they 
ignorant to the fi nancial and le-
gal structure of the corporations 
they were throwing money at 
but also that they egregiously 
overestimated how much mon-
ey these companies needed. The 
idea of government bailouts is 
that the money allocated should 
be a very precise necessity giv-
en to these companies, and that 
the government got the amount 
of money wrong that at least 
one company needed to the tune 
of at minimum $150 million is 
a tad horrifying. This should be 
particularly upsetting because 
(as I’m sure you remember) this 
is taxpayer money being thrown 
around so idiotically. If the gov-
ernment’s negligence regarding 
your money is something you 
fi nd less upsetting than a com-
pany doing everything it can to 
not break their own contracts 
and thus the law, then you either 
watch too much cable news, are 
an economic adviser, or a con-
gressman. And if you are any of 
those, the last few weeks have 
shown that you are possibly not 
very bright.

by Eamon Stewart
STAFF BONUSER 

Why Corporate Greed is Good 
(and Bad) for Everyone

Economic 
Scapegoats

Bored writers have fi led 
precious copy and put food on 
their families lately by specu-
lating that the Obama admin-
istration may have retired the 
phrase “Global War on Terror” 
(GWOT), a signature of the 
Bush administration.  Com-
ing into parlance is the less 
fantastically snappy and jingo-
istic “Overseas Contingency 
Operation”(OCO). 

The phrase “Global War 
on Terror” came into usage by 
the Bush administration shortly 
after the attacks of September 
11th, and became a signature 
and encompassing term of the 
Bush Doctrine and American 
military policy.

The Obama administration 

has made abundantly clear that 
defending the nation from ex-
tremism remains a high prior-
ity, but apparently sought to 
distance itself from actions car-
ried out under the GWOT ban-
ner.  These include, but are not 
limited to; torture, illegal deten-
tions, unconstitutional domestic 
wiretaps, lying to Congress, war 
profi teering, lying to the United 
Nations, and starting a long and 
costly war under false pretens-
es.  Even further, some military 
offi cials feel that the phrase 
“Global War on Terror” actu-
ally benefi tted the very organi-
zations we are fi ghting.  John A. 
Nagle, a former Army offi cer, 
counterinsurgency expert was 
quoted by the Washington Post 
as saying the term, “was enor-
mously unfortunate because I 
think it pulled together dispa-
rate organizations and insurgen-
cies.””

“Our strategy should be to 
divide and conquer rather than 
make of enemies more than they 
are,” said Nagle, who is now 
the president of a Washington-
based defense think tank and 
also helped write the Army’s 
most recent counterinsurgency 
fi eld manual, “We are facing a 
number of different insurgen-
cies around the globe -- some 
have local causes, some of them 
are transnational. Viewing them 
all through one lens distorts the 
picture and magnifi es the en-
emy.”

The Washington Post re-
ported last Wednesday that the 
Pentagon had received a memo 
from the Offi ce of Management 
and Budget (OMB), stating the 
administration’s preference to 
avoid the terms “Long War” 

and “Global War on Ter-
ror” in favor of “Overseas 
Contingency Operation,” 
and while the Obama ad-
ministration denies the 
validity of said memo, the 
buzz in Washington is that 
the old phrase is being put 
down.

This is emblematic of a 
distinct change taking place 
in the relationship between 
the Executive branch, Con-
gress and the intelligence 
community.  Newly ap-
pointed CIA Chief Leon 
Panetta recently addressed 
the discord of the Bush 
Years, admitting the “re-
lationship was badly dam-

aged” and expressed his desire 
“to restore the trust between this 
Agency and Capitol Hill.”

Panetta admitted that dur-
ing the Bush years there was “a 
deliberate effort to not develop 
fi rm ground rules…in order to 
be able to do this in a haphazard 
manner depending on what the 
issues were.”

Panetta also promised not to 
slacken efforts to prevent terror-
ism, but that the cowboy tactics 
of the Bush administration are a 
thing of the past, saying, “If we 
stand by our ideals, if we stand 
by the beliefs that we have about 
what this country is all about, I 
think it makes us stronger, not 
only here but throughout the 
world.”

America appears as commit-
ted to protecting it’s people as 
ever, but now also seems con-
cerned with protecting it’s prin-
ciples as well.

by Sam Wadhams
ARTS CO-EDITOR 

Soccer star 
Christiano 
Ronaldo is now 
owned by the US 
Treasury 

:The Global 
War of Words

Obama Administration 
Updates the “War on 

Terror” Moniker; Now with 
Legitimacy and Ethics!

“Ground rules? Nah, I 
like to keep my options 
open.”
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Ever been watching late 
night TV and seen a loud, ob-
noxious gentleman identify-
ing himself as “Vince” selling 
chamois towels and veggie 
choppers? If the answer is yes, 
then you probably, like me, 
have had no trouble envision-
ing this obstreperous screeching 
pitchman as the kind of guy that 
would either be a homicidal ma-
niac or have a basement full of 
S&M gear. Or, as the type that 
would beat up a Miami hooker 
in a hotel room.

That’s right: Vince Shlomi, 
the ShamWow guy, was arrest-
ed of February 7th for assault-
ing a prostitute in his Miami 
hotel room. The same man that 
encourages homebodies to use 
his Slap Chop device to chop 
up nuts and Oreos for their chil-
dren’s ice cream not only was 
desperate enough to employ 
the services of a prostitute (one 
would think that females would 

be falling all over his infomer-
cial-honed charm and swagger), 
but also found it necessary to 
display his SlapChopping skills 
upon her head. Vince claims 
to have acted in 
self-defense, and 
both he and the 
unlucky strum-
pet were charged 
with felony as-
sault.

According 
to police reports 
(published on 
thesmokinggun.
com), every-
one’s favorite 
Billy Mays rip-
off encountered 
his ill-fated par-
amour, identifi ed 
as Sasha Harris, 
at a South Beach 
nightclub. The 
two talked (or, 
rather, Vince 
yelled for a short while), and 
they eventually headed back to 
Vince’s $750 room at the swank 

Setai Hotel for what Vince de-
scribed to Harris as “an exclu-
sive product unveiling.”  Har-
ris reportedly propositioned 
Vince for what she said would 

be “straight sex,” at which time 
he forked over $1000. Vince 
was quoted as telling Harris that 

Harris’ purse. There is current-
ly word of a possible personal 
lawsuit against Vince, but both 
parties have yet to be formally 
charged or arraigned on their 
transgressions.

Though this may seem like 
an odd incident, its implications 
are vast. Vince’s beatdown ad-
venture is representative of a 
larger social issue: infomercial 
personalities’ sexual frustration. 
For far too long, late night info-
mercial pitchmen have been os-
tracized sexually and, as is evi-
dent in poor Vince’s case, have 
had to resort to cavorting with 
Miami prostitutes with teething 
problems. Therefore, I beseech 
all readers of this fi ne publica-
tion to make an effort to get 
these fi ne mavericks of advertis-
ing some “intimate encounters.”  
Yes, Billy Mays, Vince Shlomi, 
and that old guy from the juicer 
commercials who always wears 
a sweat suit all need love, too. 
And remember: love is not bit-
ing your partner’s tongue and 
subsequently being beaten.

by Sean Kelly
STAFF KABOOM! 

President Franklin Roos-
evelt’s fi reside chats helped to 
reassure Americans during the 
tough economic crisis. In the 
digital era, President Barack 
Obama has put a unique spin 
on those chats. We are fortunate 
to have all kinds of mediums at 
our disposal and the President 
is well within his rights to use 
those resources. 

Obama became the fi rst sit-
ting president to appear on a 
late-night talk show when he 
appeared on the Tonight Show 
with Jay Leno on March 19th. 
The appearance was meant to 
outline his stimulus plans and to 
ease concerns about the econo-
my. He assured us that reform 
is on the way. He also used the 
show to explain to Americans 
why we needed to bail AIG out 
in the fi rst place. “The problem 
with AIG was that it owed so 
much and was tangled up with 
so many banks and institutions 
that if you allowed it to just liq-
uidate, to go into bankruptcy, it 
could have brought the whole fi -
nancial system down. So it was 
the right thing to do,” Obama 
said. He also went on to say that 
he would take some responsi-
bility for the bonuses that were 
given out and reassured the pub-
lic that Congress is doing what 
it can to get that money back. 

His next media stop was two 
days later on 60 Minutes. There 

he explained that the hardest 
thing that he has had to do as 
president was the decision to 
send more troops to Afghani-
stan. “I think it’s the right thing 
to do. But it’s a weighty deci-
sion because we actually had to 
make the decision prior to the 
completion of the strategic re-
view that we were conducting,” 
Obama said.

He also used this opportuni-
ty to defend his decision to shut 
down the US prison in Guan-
tanamo Bay, Cuba. Former 
Vice President Dick Cheney 
criticized Obama stating that by 
closing the prison and ending 
Bush’s interrogation practices 
the President is making the na-
tion less safe. Obama dis-
agreed and fought back. 
“I think that he has been 
at the head of a movement 
whose notion is somehow 
that we can’t reconcile 
our core values, our Con-
stitution, our belief that 
we don’t torture, with our 
national securities inter-
ests. I think he’s drawing 
the wrong lesson from 
history.” The President 
stressed that the safety of 
the nation is important to 
him and that he does need 
to fi gure out what to do 
with the prisoners.

The fun and games 
were over on Tuesday 
during his prime time 
news conference. He said, 

essentially, that it took us a long 
time to get to the recession, so 
it will take time to get out, and 
we all need to work together so 
that we can get back on track. 
He also defended the reason 
why it took him days to come 
out about the AIG bonuses. “I 
like to know what I’m taking 
about before I speak,” the Presi-
dent countered. In addition to 
the television shows, Obama 
has also been holding town-hall 
meetings where voters can ask 
him direct questions. All of this 
has raised the inevitable ques-
tion: Is Obama doing too much? 
The President’s clear answer 
is absolutely not. He believes 
that he owes the American 

public answers and hope in a 
time where everyone is losing 
their jobs, their homes and has 
to make extreme cutbacks. In 
some CNN polls, many Ameri-
cans expressed feelings that 
maybe the President may be do-
ing too much, they do like his 
public presence and personally, 
I agree. I need to know that he is 
trying to fi x this, that we will all 
have jobs so can pay the rent and 
keep the lights on. Something to 
think about: maybe if President 
Bush was more visible during 
Katrina, many people wouldn’t 
have felt so disconnected.

White House Chief of Staff 
Rahm Emanuel agrees with his 
fellow Americans who want 

to know what Obama is doing 
about the economy which is 
continuing to struggle. He said 
that everyone is talking about 
the economy, education, jobs, 
and other issues and what to 
know what the president plans 
to do about these issues. “You 
can say maybe there’s overex-
posure,” Emanuel told Larry 
King. “I think in this troubled 
time…the American people 
expect the president to talk to 
them, walk them through his 
thinking-why he makes the de-
cisions he makes, what are the 
tradeoffs to those decision- and 
carry them through this pro-
cess.”  I say to Obama, keep up 
the good work.

by LaShanda Walker
STAFF OBAMA BLOG

(Topless Photos from Beach Vacation Not Available at Time of Print) 
Obama Criticized for Overexposure 

SHAM 

Sasha and Malia Watch!

     Can you belive it? After the Jonas Brothers surprised our 
girls and their friends at the White House on Inauguration Day, 
the band just gave the girls LIFETIME PASSES TO ALL OF 
THEIR CONCERTS!! This, of course, tentative on the JoBros 
still having a career anytime in the near future.  

     Also in music news, Fergie reportedly fl ew down to D.C. last 
week to perform a PRIVATE SHOW for the girls. Luscious lady 
lumps in the Oval Offi ce? I’m alliterating all over the place just 
thinking about it! 

“you’ll be saying WOW!”
The two began their romp 

with a bit of light kissing. How-
ever, things quickly started to 
get strange. Harris reportedly 

bit Vince’s 
tongue vio-
lently and 
would not let 
go. Panicked, 
Vince used a 
martial arts 
move on Har-
ris know as the 
“slapchop”, 
and contin-
ued to repeat-
edly strike 
her until she 
freed his pre-
cious tongue. 
Bleeding and 
frantic, Vince 
rushed to the 
hotel lobby, 
where security 
summoned po-

lice offi cers. The two were in-
terviewed, and police recovered 
$930 from the noncompliant 

TV Huckster 

Keeps His 

Pimp Hand Strong

“...AND we include 
the severed head of 
Billy Mays JUST 
FOR CALLING!”
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In high school I knew a kid, 
we’ll call him Rolly, who, while 
obscenely drunk one night, took 
a picture of his genitalia and sent 
it to a stranger in a text message. 
When my friends and I discov-
ered this information we ridi-
culed him mercilessly, because, 
as you may presume, he had 
displayed a level of stupidity 
that would forever nullify any-
thing intelligent he could ever 
say or do. That was it. He was 
around sixteen or seventeen, 
sent a picture of his member to 
a random stranger, and the only 
repercussion he received was a 
wave of emotionally destructive 
criticism and a contrived, moral 
opposition to alcohol that he’s 
advocated every day since.

This small and otherwise ir-
relevant anecdote relates to the 
collective plight of a group of 
young teenagers in Scranton, 
Pennsylvania, who face pos-
sible charges of child pornogra-
phy for sending to a friend a pic-
ture of themselves in with their 
undergarments exposed in a text 
message. Occurrences like these 
are apparently becoming more 
and more common among the 
youth of America, a sensational 

trend that has enticed calloused 
and uptight adults everywhere 
to stand on their moral soapbox-
es and make up idiotic words. 
As a result, “sexting” is now a 
word in American lexicon. God 
help us all. 

In Scran-
ton, District 
Attorney 
George P. 
Skunkmanick 
is threatening 
twenty stu-
dents whose 
cell phones 
contained 
provocative 
images with 
charges of 
child por-
nography if 
they do not 
attend after 
school pro-
grams about 
sexual abuse 
and pornography. Most of the 
students were game, except 
for three, who are challenging 
Skunkmanick’s egregious idi-
ocy. Skunkmanick, in turn, has 
opened a criminal case against 
the three students in question, 
suggesting a seventeen-year 
prison sentence for the afore-

mentioned allegations of child 
pornography. 

The girls aren’t likely to be 
given the harsh sentence. In a 
recent New York Times article, 
Judge James M. Munley stated 

that those in violation are also 
the victims, as the girls took the 
photograph themselves. By that 
standard the girls are complete-
ly innocent, protected, in some 
sense, by the First Amendment, 
and the seventeen-year threat 
becomes a completely absurd 
idea, and Skunkmanick’s ac-

tions severe abuses of power. 
The three girls in question and 
their mothers are fi ling a law-
suit against Skunkmanick, and 
the ACLU is trying to get Judge 
Munley to block Skunkmanick 

from pros-
ecuting the 
girls. Skunk-
manick, who 
believes in 
Harvey Dent, 
said that he’ll 
fi ght the law-
suit.

The nega-
tive reaction 
by adults 
and the me-
dia alike is 
completely 
normal; the 
same sort of 
response gen-
erated every 
few years, 
whenever a 

new, salaciously unmoral trend 
overtakes the young and dis-
tracts the old from more im-
portant, all encompassing prob-
lems. Progress.

So who is at fault here?  The 
children?  District Attorney 
George P. Skunkmanick?  Who-
ever made up George P. Skunk-

manick’s silly name?  I tell ya 
whose to blame: everybody!  
The children should be reading, 
Skunkmanick should be pros-
ecuting meth dealers, and who-
ever made up Skunkmanick’s 
silly name should be punched in 
the mouth.

Yes, this writer sees a bigger 
problem: a wave of children so 
stupid, so unbelievably dumb, 
that the only rational explana-
tion has to do with residences in 
the proximity of power lines or 
a nuclear waste dump. The same 
goes for the reaction of those 
who vocally appose “sexting.”  
And, while we’re at it, the word 
“sexting” as well. All of these 
things indicate that America, 
after 233 years of existence, is 
still very, very dumb. Our youth 
are attached to their camera 
phones, gleefully photograph-
ing their privates, while our 
elders are dangerously out of 
touch, paranoid over society’s 
moral lapses. Doom comes to 
America in the form of a lewd 
digital picture. 

Some people query, “Where 
are the parents in these situa-
tions?”  I know where they are, 
buying their stupid kids expen-
sive camera phones. Fuck you, 
America. 

by Alex Gibbons
FEATURES EDITOR

Teenage Girls Caught “Sexting” Face Child Pornography Charges

Nothing Says “I Love You” Like a Semi-Nude PIX Message

The economy may have 
gone down the shitter, and we 
may be standing knee deep in 
the backyard of our discontent 
as the proverbial septic tank 
overfl ows its contents of toxic 
securities, but look on the bright 
side: George Bush is no longer 
president. Srsly. I went there. 
I went Bush-bashing. Well...
sorta.

The reason I bring up 
George Bush is to (hopefully) 
demonstrate how we got our-
selves into this shitstorm of eco-
nomic decline. Conspiracy the-
ories aside, basically we let this 
happen. It’s called deregulation 
and it has proven time and time 
again one great thing: people 
fucking suck.

Let’s take it back to 1980 
when Ronald Reagan, King of 
the Vegetables (ketchup aside), 
decided to deregulate the bank-
ing industry due to falling de-
mand for loans. Reagan and his 
cronies changed the rules to al-
low for more loans to be given 
to more people. Lo and behold, 
what happens?  Loans were giv-
en to people that the banking in-
dustrialists knew they wouldn’t 
be able to pay back, and when 
they had to dump them to avoid 
taking massive losses on their 

sheets, they packaged they up 
and sold them as securities. 
Mortgage backed securities. 
Srsly, folks. This has all hap-
pened before, and it will all hap-
pen again. I’m not pulling this 
out of my ass. My source?  John 
F. Kennedy School of Govern-
ment at the most illustri-
ous Harvard. Google it or 
something.

So what does this have 
to do with George Bush?  
Deregulation. So in his 
last days of offi ce, what do 
Georgie and his best pal 
try to do?  The exact same 
thing that everyone before 
them tries to do: get as 
much shit in the way of the 
guy after you (unless he’s 
the same party) as you can 
so that when the shit hits 
the fan, we can blame that 
guy (well, not Obama, be-
cause the shit hit the fan 
before he was elected).

Since Bush had his cronies 
to please, and because “Buf-
falo” Bill Clinton was too busy 
copping some sick dome, the 
shit got swept away and a bunch 
of deregulation occurred. En-
vironmental deregulation has 
helped to put us on the map as 
the number two world polluter 
for CO2 emissions. We’re the 
second highest CO2 producer in 
the world, and we have (rough-

ly) 5% of the world’s popula-
tion. China has 1.33 billion peo-
ple (about 20% of the world’s 
population) and they rank 7th. 
That’s deregulation.

Remember when the airlines 
didn’t suck?  Remember the 
days when one could peacefully 

smoke a cigarette thirty thou-
sand feet up?  (I don’t, but the 
rents talk about those days as 
being glorious)  Well, you only 
have thing to thank for that... 
I’m pretty sure you can guess 
what it is. (Hint: it’s the oppo-
site of regulation)  The market 
was opened, lots of smaller air-
lines emerged, and then boom 
went the dynamite: a bunch of 
major carriers (Pan Am, TWA, 
Midway) and lots of smaller 

carriers either went bankrupt or 
were sold off. Genius, isn’t it?

As you may have noticed, 
this isn’t about Bush. It’s about 
everything that led to the mess 
in which we currently fi nd 
ourselves. California’s rolling 
blackouts of 2000 and 2001 and 

Enron are only another ex-
ample how deregulation al-
lows the people who suck 
most to make the most 
money. Market manipula-
tion led to increased pric-
es in states that had been 
deregulated compared to 
those that had not been.

If this sounds as if I’m 
talking about a little book 
of rules for, well, every 
industry, it’s because I 
am. People have proven 
(time and time again) that 
they cannot be trusted with 
even the simplest of tasks. 
Markets have proven that 

given the opportunity, people 
will take the sneakiest, back-
stabbingest, most profi table 
way to the top. The entire scan-
dal with AIG and its bonuses 
is merely a ploy to distract the 
American people. It is as if at 
no point during this entire pro-
cess from the very early days 
of the sub-prime collapse, did 
the American people stop to 
ask a) why are we using tax-
payer funds to buy up the debt 

of companies that by economic 
Darwinism should fail anyway 
or b) why are we not putting 
stipulations on how this money 
should be spent. No, the gov-
ernment cannot simply rewrite 
contracts. If they could, it’d be 
time to get the fuck out. Many 
of these companies that are tak-
ing massive losses are only do-
ing so because mark-to-market 
dictates that they write down 
what the market values the se-
curities as and not what they are 
actually worth. A $1,000,000 
dollar mortgage at 5% might 
only be worth 100,000 on the 
market, but it is still paying off 
plus interest.

So what is the solution, aside 
from throwing in the towel and 
giving worship to the mighty 
economy?  Regulation. Regula-
tion and lots of it. The only way 
that a capitalist system works is 
if the market is fair. If we want 
to restore the faith of investors 
in the American economy, we 
need to prove that it’s safe to 
invest and that there won’t be 
another liquidation sale. Our 
world didn’t end in 1980 when 
this happened; we seem to have 
made it through alive. Let’s 
hope that somewhere along 
the line, somebody in the cur-
rent administration was smart 
enough to put the pieces togeth-
er and fi gure out the cycle.

by Michael Deasey
STAFF REAGANOMICS 

In-Depth News Analysis:
Deregulation Caused the Economic Crisis   

“Is that a banana in your phone 
or did you just send me a 
lewd digital message?”

“I’m back 
from Hell 
to ruin the 
economy!”
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