
Obama is President, and 
amid the puppies and uni-

corns and rainbows that have 
fi lled our country, it is some-
times very easy to forget that 
we are in the midst of a fi nan-
cial crisis. Wait, no, that’s right: 
it is totally all in your face.  This 
whole second-coming-of-the-
Great-Depression thing is get-
ting too real. By this point, we 
all know someone who has lost 
his or her job. But now we’re at 
the point in which even porcu-
pines are being laid off. Let me 
explain.  

New York State Governor 
David Paterson’s recently pro-
posed budget would cut 100% 
of the funding for the state’s 
zoos, aquariums, and botani-
cal gardens starting this April, 
the beginning of the new fi scal 
year. That’s right—if it passes 
through the New York State 
Legislature, no more money. 
100%. All of it. The institutions 
that depend upon these funds—
including our neighbors the 
Bronx Zoo and The New York 
Botanical Garden—are not only 
shocked by the news, but are lit-
erally dumbfounded as to how 
they can continue with such 
losses of funding. New York 
City Council Member Oliver 
Koppell, representing District 
11 in the Bronx, created the 
Zoos, Botanical Gardens, and 
Aquariums program (ZBGA) 
that currently provides funding 
for the Zoo and the Botanical 
Garden and has been doing so 
since the 1970s. With regard to 
the proposed budget cuts, Kop-
pell said, “Eliminating the mil-
lions of dollars these institutions 
receive from the State would be 
catastrophic.” For the 76 “liv-
ing museums” in the state, cop-
ing with the cuts means cutting 

down on free visitation hours, 
having fewer exhibitions, pos-
sibly shipping animals to other 
zoos, laying off New Yorkers, or 
even closing.

The proposed budget cut 
was met by an immediate out-
cry, both from the institutions 
themselves and the people who 
visit them. The Wildlife Conser-
vation Society, which represents 
the Bronx Zoo, the Central Park 
Zoo, and New York Aquarium, 
among others, called the bud-
get cuts “disproportionate and 
severe.” The 
organiza-
tion pointed 
out that these 
institutions 
are both edu-
cational and 
bring in a size-
able amount of 
money for the 
state in tourism 
each year. In a 
press release, 
the Wildlife 
Conservation 
Society urged 
state offi cials 
not to “cut 
[the budget] 
with an ax, but 
with a strategic 
scalpel.”

The Wildlife Conservation 
Society also created a video in 
response to the proposed bud-
get cuts in hopes that it would 
go viral and garner public sup-
port. This is where the poor laid 
off porcupine comes in. The 
spot shows the Director of the 
Bronx Zoo in his offi ce, telling 
the porcupine that despite bring-
ing in record numbers of people 
to New York and helping the 
economy, he’ll have to lay him 
off.  The end of the minute-long 
spot calls on viewers to sign a 
petition to state offi cials on the 
Wildlife Conservation Society’s 

website in protest. As of Janu-
ary 26, more than 40,000 people 
had “signed” the virtual petition 
and sent a message asking Gov-
ernor Patterson not to cut fund-
ing.

Zoos and aquariums are not 
the only living collections that 
will suffer with the total elimi-
nation of the state’s funding. 
Botanical gardens will also be 
totally cut off. Two botanical 
gardens in the Bronx, The New 
York Botanical Garden and 
Wave Hill, will face such losses. 

The New York Botanical Gar-
den’s President, Gregory Long, 
said in a statement, “An invest-
ment in the Garden is an invest-
ment in the State’s economic 
and environmental health.” Jeff 
Downing, the Vice-President of 
Education at the Botanical Gar-
den, also explained the Garden’s 
importance: “Annually, 75,000 
schoolchildren, many from the 
Bronx, visit the Garden to learn 
about plant science, gardening, 
and the rich ecology of our local 
forests, rivers, and wetlands.” 
Offi cial statements aside, we all 
understand these facilities to be 

places of great value. 
Beyond this, The New York 

Botanical Garden’s Bronx 
Green-Up program aids in cre-
ating and sustaining over 300 
community gardens throughout 
the Bronx. I had the opportu-
nity to volunteer with the Bronx 
Green-Up in several community 
gardens throughout the Bronx 
this past summer, in neighbor-
hoods in Mott Haven and Mor-
risania, and their value cannot 
be overstated. In these gardens 
I met so many people, from a 

lifelong Bronx residents in her 
90s who spent almost every af-
ternoon in her community gar-
den to children participating in 
a day camp art program in their 
garden to a group of men who 
all spend their summer days 
hanging out there. These gar-
dens give the neighborhoods 
around them a sense of commu-
nity and provide much-needed 
green space to the Bronx. It is 
programs like this that face ex-
tinction under the threat of these 
budget cuts.

The effects of these budget 
cuts can also be felt here at Ford-

ham. Our graduate schools have 
two programs that work in con-
junction with these institutions. 
The Graduate School of Edu-
cation partners with the Bronx 
Zoo for a teacher-preparation 
master’s degree and certifi cation 
program in Conservation Life 
Sciences. Dr. James Hennessy, 
Dean of the Graduate School of 
Education, said of the cuts, “the 
negative consequences would 
be diffi cult to overstate,” add-
ing, “an invaluable educational 
service could be lost.” In addi-
tion, the Biology Department 
offers a Masters Program in 
Ecology in conjunction with 
The New York Botanical Gar-
den. Dr. John Wehr, Professor 
and Director of Fordham’s bio-
logical fi eld station, the Louis 
Calder Center, responded to 
the proposed budget cuts by 
saying, “both the NYBG [The 
New York Botanical Garden] 
and WCS [Wildlife Conserva-
tion Society] are important part-
ners in Fordham’s ecology and 
conservation programs,” and 
added, “These are world-class 
scientifi c institutions, and they 
deserve our support.” Chair of 
the Biology Department, Dr. 
William Thornhill, agreed with 
Dr. Wehr.

If you would like to show 
your support for these institu-
tions, visit wcs.org and sign 
the petition to be sent to Gov-
ernor Patterson in protest of 
the proposed budget. Neither 
he, nor Mayor Bloomberg, nor 
any politician I tried to contact 
responded to me, so you might 
as well try calling Patterson 
himself: 518-474-8390. If you 
do, ask him why he was willing 
to pay hundreds of millions of 
dollars for the new Yankees Sta-
dium but he’s cutting funding 
to our living museums. Let me 
know what he says.

by Kate Murphy 
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

U.S. Census to Include Animals in Rate of Homelessness 

NY State Legislature Threatens Funding 
for All Zoos, Aquariums, and Gardens 
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The stigma surrounding 
the Israeli-Palestinian confl ict 
makes objective observation a 
challenging task.  On one hand, 
the actions of the Hamas gov-
ernment in Gaza which sparked 
this latest wave of fi ghting in 
the Strip is absolutely inexcus-
able, the group declaring that 
they would no longer agree to 
the truce brokered by Egypt 
between Gaza and Israel on De-
cember 24th and following that 
announcement with a series of 
more intense rocket strikes on 
southern Israel.  Hamas, fool-
ishly eager to destroy Israel, 
has no qualms with antagoniz-
ing such a militarily-advanced 
nation that seems constantly 
ready for a fi ght. In response, Is-
rael began a series of intense air 
strikes on the Gaza strip, which 
would cause hundreds of casu-
alties and displace thousands.  

Repercussions on the Israeli 
side as a result of Hamas rocket 
attacks pale in comparison to 
the ravaging effects of the Is-
raeli air strikes.  The American 
news media was quick to take 
the side of Israel, failing most of 

the time, of course, to mention 
the asphyxiating embargo Israel 
has on the Gaza Strip or the fact 
that 1.5 million Palestinians are 
basically being forced to live 
in the Strip, which offers only 
139 square miles of liv-
ing space.  In the end it’s 
hard to argue that the ends 
justify Israel’s means, 
the country utilizing for-
bidden weapons includ-
ing white phosphorous, a 
deadly incendiary device 
that will either kill its vic-
tims or leave them with 
crippling burns.  Still, 
while Israel seems to be 
acting out of self defense 
(though they pose no 
threat of mass destruction, 
Hamas rockets have fallen 
in residential neighbor-
hoods, near public build-
ings and schools, creat-
ing a heightened sense of 
paranoia), Hamas rocket attacks 
are purely and shamelessly po-
litical, the organization going as 
far as to position some rocket 
launchers amidst residential 
buildings and public places.  

In the three weeks of fi ghting 
that ensued afterward, around 

1,300 Palestinians and 10 Israeli 
soldiers were killed.  On Janu-
ary 18th, both sides agreed to a 
cease fi re, which has since been 
broken several times by both 
parties.  In one instance, a bomb 

attack by Hamas forces left one 
Israeli soldier dead and caused 
a series of air strikes by Israel 
forces.  By now it has become 
clear that the Israeli-Palestinian 
confl ict can best be summed up 
as a series of blind retaliations 
made by both sides.  With time 

and escalation, it only becomes 
natural that a larger, more dan-
gerous confl ict should arise out 
of the already extremely unsta-
ble situation.  

Meanwhile, a recent string 
of gangland-type kill-
ings in Gaza suggest 
that Hamas is slowly 
regaining power and 
rearming.  A series of 
murders, the victims 
supposed criminals 
or civilians suspected 
of collaborating with 
the Israeli Army, sug-
gest that Hamas retains 
organization, though 
whether Hamas is be-
hind all the killings 
is currently unclear.  
What is clear, however, 
are Hamas’ intentions 
to remain steadfast in 
their opposition until 
their demands are met.  

Likewise, Israel plans on con-
tinuing fi ghting until Hamas 
rocket strikes end completely.  
Whether either party will be 
willing to settle their differences 
in a mutual agreement is highly 
unlikely, as previous peace talks 
have been marred by unreason-

able and one-sided propositions.
Israel maintains that air 

strikes and ground opposition 
will cease on their side once 
Hamas ends their incessant 
rocket strikes.  Hamas, how-
ever, demands that Israel end 
its 18-month blockade on the 
Gaza strip immediately, citing 
economic distress as a result 
of the blockade.  International 
forces have expressed extreme 
interest in resolving the situa-
tion between Israel and Gaza in 
a permanent ceasefi re.  Egypt 
has long been an advocate of a 
ceasefi re and was responsible 
for the six-month ceasefi re that 
ended with Hamas rocket at-
tacks late last year.  President 
Barack Obama’s Middle East 
representative George Mitchell 
has been maintaining talks with 
Israeli Prime Minister Ehud 
Olmert, Palestinian Author-
ity President Mahmoud Abbas 
and Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak.  Peace, however, de-
pends upon the wills of Israelis 
and Palestinians, both parties in 
great need of intense ideological 
introspection.  

by Alex Gibbons
FEATURES EDITOR 

The State of the Israeli-Palestinian Conflict
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Hundreds of thousands 
of Americans voted for Presi-
dent Obama because of his 
promise to withdraw American 
troops from Iraq. Even with his 
lack of foreign policy experi-
ence, America hopes he will 
be able to change the direction 
of the war we are in now in a 
foreseeable time span. His anti-
war sentiments during the presi-
dential campaign gave hope to 
many voters who feel that the 
wars in the Middle East are go-
ing nowhere and have had no 
encouraging news or solutions. 
While the President’s optimism 
about getting the troops out of 
Iraq created a hopeful outlook 
during his campaign, President 
Obama is now starting to take 
real steps to ensure that he will 
not compromise our integrity 
overseas while also following 
through with his promises. 

President Obama has re-
cently announced to Pentagon 
offi cials that he is planning to 
remove all United States com-
bat troops in Iraq within six-
teen months. These offi cials 
stated that they felt “comforted 
by his willingness to work with 
[them].” The new president has 
worked hard to listen to active 
duty offi cers returning from the 
Middle East confl ict for advice, 
support, and possible solutions. 
One of the President’s closest 

advisors in his decision mak-
ing for the Middle East crisis 
is Craig M. Mullaney, a re-
tired Army Ranger and veter-
an of the war in Afghanistan. 
Through a series of interviews 
and meetings at the Pentagon, 
the newly elected president 
has become more fl uent in un-
derstanding the military’s role 
and intentions overseas. He 
has not 
only 
inter-
viewed 
Mili-
tary 
person-
nel, 
but has 
also 
sur-
round-
ed 
himself 
with 
a staff 
experi-
enced 
in com-
bat situ-
ations, foreign policy, and en-
gagement. 

President Obama retained 
the former President Bush’s 
defense secretary, and ap-
pointed James L. Jones, Eric 
K. Shinseki, and Dennis C. 
Blair to top positions. Jones is 
a retired Marine commandant 
and now our National Security 
Advisor; Shinseki, who be-
came Secretary of Veterans’ 

Affairs, was also the former 
Army Chief of Staff; and Blair, 
who is now Director of National 
Intelligence, carries years of 
experience as a retired admiral.  
Craig M. Mullaney is awaiting 
a job in the cabinet along with 
other high-ranking retired of-
fi cers. 

While President Obama is 
looking to change the face of 

the wars in the Middle East, 
he is also looking to change 
the face of military policy. The 
president aims to eliminate the 
sixteen-year-old “Don’t Ask, 
Don’t Tell” policy that was a 
result of former President Clin-
ton’s push to allow homosexu-
als into the service. The policy 
was a compromise that allowed 
homosexuals to serve in the mil-
itary as long as they kept their 

sexual orientation secret. Na-
tional gay-rights lobbyists are 
now urging President Obama 
to rid the military of the “Don’t 
ask, don’t tell” policy within 
his fi rst year, and even as early 
as his fi rst 100 days in offi ce. 

President Obama’s plan to 
get rid of this policy has excited 
many leftists and angered many 
conservatives who feel that he 

should 
be con-
centrat-
ing more 
on the 
war and 
less on 
social 
policies. 
With the 
looming 
prob-
lem of a 
failing 
econo-
my and 
crises 
over-
seas, 
Presi-

dent Obama’s decision to tack-
le the “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” 
policy seems like something 
that should be of lesser con-
cern. 

But President Obama has 
been careful to take middle 
ground and fi ght to end the 
confl ict in Iraq with the support 
of experienced military person-
nel who have been in combat 
and have directed troops. His 

fi rst campaign promise, to re-
move all combat troops from 
Iraq in sixteen months, is bold, 
but also supported by many 
conservatives. He is listening to 
those with more foreign policy 
practice and taking into account 
their insights when he knows he 
is still inexperienced as far as 
diplomacy goes. While keeping 
his goals in mind, Obama real-
izes that those goals can only be 
met through people who have 
been there and better understand 
what it takes to win and exit a 
war. 

President Obama’s move to 
end the “Don’t Ask Don’t Tell” 
policy is the second of his two 
campaign promises that deal 
with the military. While the fi rst 
promise was clearly aimed to 
please America as a whole, this 
second policy is about equality 
and an end to discrimination in 
the Army and other services. 
President Obama is taking a 
fi rm and bold stance in social 
issues that are of great impor-
tance, especially during a time 
where every man counts in and 
out of combat. 

President Obama’s stance 
with the military has two fac-
es: while he values the experi-
ence of veterans and those with 
“military fl uency,” he also sees 
room for change and improve-
ment on the social front. These 
two campaign promises are both 
daring and gradual, but will cer-
tainly be something to keep a 
close eye on in the next year. 

by Cassie Pinter
STAFF ENLISTEE 

An About-Face on Gay Policy in the Military
 Obama Encourages Troops to Both Ask and Tell 

Just don’t go here. 

“Really, you can step out now.”
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During his campaign, Barack 
Obama promised that, if elected, 
he would bring American forces 
home from Iraq within his fi rst 
16 months as president, leaving 
only a small peacekeeping force 
behind. On Wednesday, Janu-
ary 28, President Obama made 
his fi rst visit to the Pentagon to 
talk with Gen. Ray Odierno, top 
commander in Iraq, and other 
high-ranking military offi cials 
to determine if his campaign 
pledge was realistic.

Before the meeting, White 
House offi cials indicated that 
Obama would be open to alter-
native plans for troop withdraw-
al, emphasizing that he wanted 
to place the safety of American 
soldiers and the stability of Iraq 
as top priorities. Gen. Odierno 
warned that it might take a year 
to ensure that the U.S. forces 
can be decreased signifi cantly 
without any danger. 

“I think we’re getting close 
to enduring stability,” Odierno 
said while inspecting a polling 
center south Baghdad last week-
end. He stressed that the time 
between the upcoming elec-
tions and the national elections 
a year from now will determine 
American military’s presence in 
Iraq, saying that it is the right 
time to give more control over 
to Iraqi government. “What we 
want to do,” Odierno said, “is 
to slowly shift our mission from 
one that’s focused on counter-
insurgency to one that’s more 

focused on stability operations.” 
President Obama has ac-

knowledged the diffi cult deci-
sion-making in dealing with the 
wars in Iraq and Afghanistan 
and the importance of taking 
into consideration the sugges-
tions of the military leaders that 
he will have to work closely 
with for the 
next four 
years. He 
has not yet 
decided the 
course of ac-
tion his ad-
ministration 
will take, but 
White House 
press secre-
tary Robert 
Gibbs assured 
reporters dur-
ing a recent press conference 
that “we’re no longer in a de-
bate about whether, but how 
and when” to leave Iraq. “That’s 
a process the president wants to 
take seriously.”

Formulating a practical exit 
strategy for Iraq is just one of 
many steps President Obama 
has taken to ensure that his 
administration brings “a clean 
break from business as usual” 
in Washington. The process 
of changing the way America 
handles politics began at the in-
auguration when Obama signed 
two executive orders and three 
presidential memorandums im-
posing new rules on govern-
ment transparency and ethics. 
The orders froze the salaries 

of White House senior aides 
making over $100,000, set new 
limits on lobbyists’ dealings 
with White House offi cials, 
and demanded greater govern-
ment transparency, essentially 
overturning Bush Administra-
tion policies that made it easy to 
deny to government records and 

also reversing an order allowing 
former presidents or their fami-
lies to claim executive privilege 
so their records could remain 
secret. In his fi rst act, Obama 
not only pledged to be honest 
and open throughout his presi-
dency, but also has effectively 
allowed reporters and historians 
to access previously classifi ed 
documents from the Bush Ad-
ministration.

In another overturning 
of Bush-era policies, Obama 
signed executive orders clos-
ing the Guantánamo Bay de-
tention center, ending the use 
of the CIA’s secret prisons 
overseas, and banning all inter-
rogation tactics outside of the 
Army Field Manual. Bringing 

these three controversial Bush 
Administration policies to an 
end, President Obama declared, 
“Our ideals give us strength and 
moral high ground.” While the 
move has been met with over-
whelming enthusiasm from 
Americans and foreign allies, 
the Obama Administration has 

put off dealing with the 
former detainees from 
Guantánamo. The order 
has also triggered a de-
bate over whether the 
CIA should be allowed 
to use additional inter-
rogation techniques that 
would be kept secret 
so that Al Quaeda op-
eratives could not train 
themselves to resist 
them. 

Responding to the 
crises in the Middle East, Presi-
dent Obama sent a special en-
voy, Senator George J. Mitch-
ell, to the region on Monday, 
January 26 to begin diplomatic 
relations that the president 
promised would be long and 
sustained. On Mitchell’s eight-
day trip he will stop in Egypt, 
Israel, Jordan, Saudi Arabia, 
Britain, and France. The trip 
will be primarily a listening 
opportunity, establishing good 
relations between the Obama 
administration and the gov-
ernments of the other nations. 
Obama hopes to create better 
relationships abroad, an effort 
he began Tuesday, January 28th 
when he gave his fi rst televised 
interview on Al Arabiya, an 

Arabic-language channel based 
in Dubai. During the interview, 
the president assured Muslims 
that America is not their enemy 
and hoped that America can 
work with the Muslim world 
in both their interests. The un-
precedented interview was re-
ceived positively in many areas 
of the Middle East.

After two weeks of an 
Obama presidency, America 
and the world can be cautiously 
optimistic for a more receptive, 
progressive, and cooperative 
executive branch. He has at-
tempted create more biparti-
sanship, and some Republican 
congressmen have said that 
they have heard from him more 
than they ever heard from the 
Bush Administration. Nearly 
every decision Obama has 
made since taking offi ce has 
been a conscious move away 
from the imperial secrecy and 
distrust that emanated from the 
Bush White House and toward 
an administration that can lead 
in world politics while pro-
viding for the interests of the 
American people. Much of the 
progress the Obama adminis-
tration has offered, however, 
realistically amount to sym-
bolic gestures and extensions 
of campaign promises. The 
hard decisions still lie in the 
future for everything from the 
war and Guantánamo to the 
economy and a more bipartisan 
Congress. Things are looking 
more hopeful, but it’s still too 
early to tell.

by Alex Orf
NEWS CO-EDITOR
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   On Wednesday, January     
  28th, M&S had  a SNOW 
DAY!!!  President Obama 
noted that school was never 
cancelled in Chicago. Weak, 
Washington. Weak.

   Daniel Radcliffe, a.k.a. 
Mr. Harry  Potter, recently of-
fered that if M&S ever wanted 
to visit and tour the Hogwarts 
set, he would be their personal 
tour guide. Can you say  wing-
ardium leviosa?

       TY Company, the group                   
behind Beanie Babies, has 
released two dolls modeled       
after the girls, named “Sweet 
Sasha” and “Marvelous 
Malia.” Now play with the 
girls without a Secret Service 
escort! 

President Obama Begins Rebuilding the Integrity of the Oval Offi ce

“Get to work, 
bitches.”
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While it is true that all poli-
ticians attempt to garner sup-
port through pandering and 
manipulation, to my mind the 
worst of the worst are nearly 
always Congressional Republi-
cans. I have little patience and 
less respect for those gun-lov-
ing, Bible-thumping war hawks 
that play to the lowest common 
denominator in American soci-
ety to get their 
clammy hands 
around a shard 
of political heft. 
That said, most 
can, if squeezed 
enough, pro-
duce an ounce 
of integrity; 
whenever a Re-
publican gropes 
a page, screws 
an intern who 
then disappears, 
or solicits an undercover cop 
for random sex in an airport re-
stroom, he at least has the good 
sense to resign. The same will 
never be said about now-former 
Governor Rod Blagojevich (D) 
of Illinois, who was removed 
from offi ce Thursday, January 
29 when the Senate voted 59-0 
at his Impeachment trial.

The string of events that led 
to Blagojevich’s removal be-
gan December 9, 2008, when 
the then-governor was arrested 
at his home on federal corrup-
tion charges, including attempt-
ing to sell President Obama’s 
vacant Senate seat in exchange 
for campaign contributions, 
high-paying private sector 
jobs for Blagojevich and his 
wife, or a place in the Obama 
cabinet. As if that were not 
enough, these dealings were 
the most recent in a three-year 
ongoing investigation; addi-
tional charges included press-
ing for dissenting members of 
the Chicago Tribune editorial 
board to be fi red and extorting 
a children’s hospital. Though 
federal prosecutors have ample 
evidence and Blagojevich’s im-
peachment trial is now over, no 
indictment has been issued as 
of press time. 

Blagojevich’s impeachment 
trial began on Monday, January 
25, but in a move that could 
be read as the perfect storm of 
protest against an unfair trial, 
a deeply paranoid persecu-
tion complex, and a passion 
for reciting the same muddled, 
vaguely incriminating bullshit 
over and over again, the gov-
ernor chose to skip his own 
trial and hit the New York talk 
show circuit instead. Once in 
New York, Blagojevich took 
what must have been every in-
vitation extended to him, and 
as a result ended up the most 
televised man in the world for 

the past week. On the snippets 
of wiretapped phone calls re-
leased by prosecutors, Blago-
jevich appears gruff and angry 
to say the least—he says that 
President Obama can “go [ex-
pletive] himself” for not offer-
ing him anything but thanks in 
one—but on fi lm the governor 
appeared to be, well, a lot of 
different personalities, none of 
whom still had all their cray-
ons in the box. Throughout 

multiple fairly formulaic inter-
views, Blagojevich threw in a 
curve ball every once in a while 
by quoting Rudyard Kipling; 
talking about how his arrest 
felt similar to the trials of great 
revolutionaries like Mahatma 
Gandhi, Martin Luther King, 
Jr., and Nelson Mandela; and 
claiming that his impeachment 
proceedings are “all about rais-
ing income tax in Illinois be-
fore Memorial Day.”

Most of Blagojevich’s in-
terviews were spent dancing 
around questions and con-
demning the injustice of the im-
peachment trial that he skipped 
out on. In the most curious dis-
plays of amnesia I have ever 
witnessed, Blagojevich could 
never remember specifi cally 
what he said (for instance, tell-
ing a senior aide to threaten the 
Chicago Tribune), but could 
always explain with perfect 
clarity the event or negotia-
tion to which the quote applied. 
Admittedly, no one remem-
bers most of what they said 
three months ago, but cursing 
the president and threatening a 
major newspaper should not be 
normal activities, so you would 
think they would stand out in 
Blagojevich’s mind. In spite of 
the wiretap quotations Barbara 
Walters, Rachel Maddow, and 
others kept dishing him, Blago-
jevich insisted, “Whatever 
the tapes are, they’ll speak for 
themselves” and exonerate him 
from any wrongdoing.

When he was not dodging 
direct questions about his im-
peachment or railing against 
the unfair proceedings, Blago-
jevich attempted to paint him-
self as the champion of poor 
and downtrodden Illinoisans 
across the state. He continu-
ally cited several initiatives to 
improve the lives of the elderly 
and impoverished, including 
free public transportation for 

senior citizens and healthcare 
for 35,000 people who lost their 
coverage due to Bush adminis-
tration policies. The State Sen-
ate, he claimed, tried to block 
these initiatives until Blago-
jevich was able to work around 
the Senate to put his plans into 
action. When talking at length 
about his commitment to the 
people of Illinois over the po-
litical machine, Blagojevich 
almost came off as sympa-

thetic—until he said 
something like, “You 
should be able to do 
that in a country that 
guarantees the right to 
free speech,” referenc-
ing his talks about trad-
ing offi ces for political 
favors.

No matter how 
much poise and spin 
Blagojevich threw at 
the camera, the sleaze 
of old-school Chicago 

politics couldn’t help but seep 
through. When asked by Rachel 
Maddow what would be proper 
to exchange for a Senate seat, 
Blagojevich responded, “How 
about helping us pass health-
care and a jobs bill, and helping 
the people of Illinois,” portray-
ing himself as an extortionist 
for the people, which is slightly 
more admirable though no less 
illegal. Later in the same inter-
view, he claimed that many of 
the allegedly incriminating con-
versations were simply Blago-
jevich and his aides “[trying] 
to think outside the box,” with 
“box” presumably as a substi-
tute for “law.” Perhaps most 
unsettling is his defense that his 
deliberations about the Senate 
seat should be legal “especially 
when you’re doing it in what 
you think is the sanctity of your 
own home…to avoid intercon-
nection with government lines 
so no one thinks you’re talk-
ing politics on a government 
phone.” The problems with this 
statement are so many that I’ll 
only point out the most obvious: 
doesn’t appointing a senator fall 
under “talking politics?”

The end goal for Governor 
Blagojevich’s media blitz was 
to gain sympathy from a public 
who neither cares to hear his 
side of the story nor believes that 
he could ever be innocent. With 
charisma and looks that could 
barely beat out Dick Cheney on 
a good day and the most absurd 
“wrongfully accused” excuse in 
politics, Blagojevich makes me 
wonder if he really does believe 
the things says. With his re-
moval confi rmed and trial pend-
ing, America has the chance 
to wonder if Rod Blagojevich 
has a decent shot at an insanity 
plea,or if he’s just that stupid. 
Whatever happens, I can’t wait 
to see what some Fox made-for-
TV movie makes of this.

 THE Passion
of Blago

Disgraced Illinois Governor Takes His Case to the People; 
No One Really Cares

by Alex Orf
NEWS CO-EDITOR

by Max Siegal, Joe McCarthy, Sam Wadhams, and Bobby 
Cardos
STAFF OF LIARS

BRONX, NY ~ Following the massive success of the Rose Hill 
Freeze faux-ice skaing rink, Fordham Administration has decided 
that this year’s upcoming Spring Weekend will feature a moun-
tain climbing (a la the Aggro Crag from Nickelodeon’s GUTS) 
attraction up the side of the Keating Belltower. When asked for 
comment about assumed safety hazards, Dean of Students Chris-
topher Rodgers said “Fuck that. It’s going to be XXXTREME!!”
      - M.S. 

WASHINGTON, D.C. ~ Contrary to the televised pupetted 
presidential inauguration, what really went down on  January 20, 
2009 in D.C. has fi nally surfaced on the internet, having been 
shot by a CIA agent dubbed “Abysmal Trachia.”  As it turns out, 
the pre-taped Yo Yo Ma session was menacingly set on repeat by 
unidentifi ed members of Al Quaeda, and the entire administra-
tion-elect is presently still waiting for it to end in order to com-
mence the oath-taking process.  Shortly, the Pope is scheduled to 
arrive on-site to inform the ignorantly incumbant prez that, oath 
or no oath, he transubstantiates into president at 12 noon.  When 
asked for comment, president-elect Barack Obama has stated, “I 
will, under no condition, shirk my duty to take the oath.”  But 
he added, “If this song plays one more time, I’m going to shoot 
myself in the face.”
      -J.M.

WASHINGTON, D.C. ~ The attention focused on the fi rst 
children, Malia and Sasha Obama, has reached a powerful new 
height.  Though the amazing Puppy Cam 24 live webcast has 
ceased, the creators have begun (obsessively) following the fi rst 
children, displaying their actions twenty four hours a day.  If you 
thought that knowing their lunch menus, school cancellations and 
dolls names was enough, you’re wrong.  Now viewers can learn 
their brand of toothpaste, nature of their night terrors and school 
gossip.  Finally an outlet for people that enjoy stalking both ce-
lebrities and pre-teens now that Miley Cyrus has a restraining 
order.  Certain to attract the type of people that hang out around 
playgrounds without kids and women whose matronly instincts 
are directed towards cats.  Visit www.obamatweens.com Today!
                                                
      -S.W.

BANGALORE, INDIA ~ Last Wednesday, Print Journalism 
died of internal bleeding when a main artery hemorrhaged. It had 
long been known that Journalism had a heart condition, but had 
been seeking treatment at an alternative medicine commune in 
southern India. The condition had been on a progressive down-
turn, but still was projected to survive for a number of years, and 
the sudden passing took the world by storm. The funeral service 
was sparsely attending, as most of Print’s contemporaries have 
long since passed on, and the general populous was caught up in 
the latest YTMND uploads. Print Journalism is survived by two 
sons, Television and Radio, and one grandson, internet, who is 
often seen as the cause of his grandfather’s condition, constantly 
spurning him and using unreliable information to convince him 
that his daily consumption of four eggs benedict, butter slathered 
toast, and half a pound of bacon and whole milk for the breaking 
of fast was, in fact, a healthy meal. Ten years of this misinforma-
tion dammed his arteries such that doctors predicted his arterial 
walls would ultimately give to the pressure of the blood within 
them—a prediction which has now come to fruition. May he rest 
in peace.
      -B.C.

Faker 
Than 
Truth 

“Forgive them, for they 
know not what they 
do.”
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Few things recently have 
shit the bed with the explosive 
vigor of the United States econ-
omy.  But while we wallow in 
the fact that the clearinghouses 
for our superfl uous wealth are 
going down in fl ames, it turns 
out the rest of the world is read-
ing “Don’t’ Kill Yourself” books 
as well.  To address these con-
cerns, the world pulled together 
and had a giant retreat/confer-
ence, like in the latest episode 
of 30 Rock, to decide how to 
keep us in pearls and furs.  This 
year’s World Economic Forum, 
held in Davos, Switzerland and 
ended on Friday, brought to-
gether the truly biggest of wigs.  
Former President Billy “Blue 
Dress” Clinton, Russian Czar 
Vladmir Putin, former Brit-
ish Prime Minister Tony Blair, 
current British Prime Minister 
Gordon Brown, and Chinese 
premier Wei Jiabao were among 
those attending for the open bar.   
Vermont Senator Patrick Leahy 
was also in attendance, dazzling 
the international community 
with his trademark “detaching 
thumb” brand of magic. It was 
like Sundance for boring old 
men.

But as much fun as it was to 
have every Politico writer’s wet 
dream together in one room, 

the economic outlook is grim 
—Bambi’s dead mom grim.  
Already, economic riots have 
brought down the government 
of Iceland, and strikes have 
seized up the French and Ger-
man economies.  As if to salt the 
world’s collective wound, Gus 
Ryder claimed that, “We are on 
the road to serious social insta-
bility, which could be extremely 
dangerous in some countries to 
democracy itself…Davos does 
not make me at all confi dent. I 
don’t see any of the leadership 
here that is needed to get us out 
of this crisis.”  Now, any hobo 
on the street can tell you society 
is ending, but Gus Ryder is the 
General Secretary of the Inter-
national Trade Union Confed-
eration (ITUC), the largest trade 
union in the world, represent-
ing 166 million workers across 
156 countries. Ryder also pre-
dicted the loss of an additional 
fi fty million jobs, claiming this 
would drive 200 million more 
people below the poverty line. 
Stupid hobos.

Further adding to the festive 
atmosphere were the speeches 
of Putin and Jiabao.  In an at-
tempt to re-forge the Iron Cur-
tain, both dignitaries placed the 
blame squarely on the broad, 
handsome shoulders of the Unit-
ed States.  Putin, who only last 
week had his party offi ce invad-

ed by Bolsheviks, reminded us 
that “only a year ago, from this 
rostrum, we heard the words of 
American representatives about 
the fundamental stability and 
cloudless prospects of the US 
economy.”  He refused to de-
clare directly that the US was 
culpable, but claimed that Wall 
Street’s failure “refl ects the real 
state of affairs better than any 
criticism.”  He also claimed that 
maintaining the dollar’s role 
as the international currency is 
hazardous, saying “excessive 
dependence on a single reserve 
currency is dangerous for the 
global economy.”  Jiabao, also 
a dirty pinko Commie, claimed 
the economic Tower of Terror™ 
was the result of “inappropri-
ate macroeconomic policies 
of some economies and their 
unsustainable model of devel-
opment characterized by pro-
longed low savings and high 
consumption; excessive expan-
sion of fi nancial institutions in 
blind pursuit of profi t.”  That 
was, at least, the running guess; 
nobody on hand appeared to 
speak Chinese, and his transla-
tion was cobbled together from 
words off a Luck Sang menu.

Quick to jump to the de-
fense of freedom, justice and 
the American way was former 
Federal Reserve vice-chairman 
Alan Blinder, who said, “The 

sad thing is is that we might 
have scoffed at this a while 
ago. But we really dragged the 
world down.”  American Huck-
ster-in-Chief Bill Clinton came 
out strong, saying, “This is the 
fi rst I’ve heard of Prime Min-
ister Putin coming out for free 
enterprise…I hope it works out 
for him.”  Two hundred mil-
lion people are about to drop 
below the poverty line, and Bill 
Clinton has the stones to crack 
a half-assed Friar’s Club Roast 
joke at Putin in the world’s larg-
est economic forum?  Touché, 
Bill.  Clinton then broke out 
his saxophone and sang/played 
“Yakety Yak” by The Coasters 
to the stunned, excited crowd. 

But the varying economies 
of the primary nations involved 
are going to make any compre-
hensive global recovery diffi -
cult.  Russia, with the world’s 
eighth-largest gross domestic 
product (GDP), is reliant on 
commodity exports, especially 
oil.  The recent boom and bust 
of the crude oil market, coupled 
with the global economy sud-
denly going all MC Hammer, 
means the Russian economy 
could shrink up to 6% this year.  
Russia plans on spending almost 
15% of its GDP on stabilizing 

the ruble and bailing out its ma-
jor banks, but it’s doubtless that 
its spot on the economic stage is 
shrinking.  China, on the other 
hand, while hit with the ugly, er, 
recession stick, may still be on 
track to match it’s 8% growth 
prediction.  That’s a fourteen 
point swing from Russia to 
China.  Furthermore, while 
American-Chinese economic 
relations have been tense as of 
late, China holds over $2 trillion 
in U.S. debt, and America is the 
largest consumer of Chinese ex-
ports in the world.  This allows 
China to simultaneously secure 
its economic prestige while en-
suring they don’t cash our chips 
and drive us into a monetary 
fi reball.  Who would buy all the 
lead toys?

No matter what, the idea of 
all the world’s leaders conven-
ing in a lovely hotel complex to 
discuss the economic ails (read: 
terminal gonorrhea) of the glob-
al economy, all I can think about 
are the courageous and inspiring 
words of one Lloyd Christmas, 
when he said “it’s not gonna do 
us any good sitting here whin-
ing about it. We’re in a hole. 
We’re just going to have to dig 
ourselves out.”

by Sam Wadhams
ARTS CO-EDITOR 

World Economic Forum: Leaders Join to 
Discuss Alleged “Money Problems” 

the paper 
Does the Economy - 
First Quarter 2009 

On Jan. 28, 2009, the House 
of Representatives passed the 
latest of the economic stimulus 
bills, the $819 billion American 
Recovery and Reinvestment 
Act, by a vote of 244 to 188. 
The measure passed without a 
single Republican vote in favor. 
President Obama has been noted 
as preferring the word “recov-
ery” to terms such as “bailout” 
or  “clusterfuck,” which under-
standably might leave Ameri-
cans, poor and poorer alike, 
lacking a sense of optimism. 
Disregarding any semantic non-
sense, this vote signifi es a few 

very important things. 
One, it means that the gov-

ernment has decided to chuck 
many more billions of dollars 
on top of the $700B that it is 
currently allocating amongst the 
various failing fi nancial institu-
tions that keep our clumsy be-
hemoth of a nation satiated. The 
government has already spent 
the initial shot of $350B and has 
committed about another $20B 
more in recent weeks. There are 
provisions in place that state  
that Congress will decide later if 
the remaining few hundred bil-
lion will be needed, but in light 
of the recent bill, one can imag-
ine that the future will be paved 
with money. 

Two, and perhaps more 
culturally signifi cant, the vote 
implies that America is a bit 
more divided than united. (Now 
watch me run with this meta-
phor.) This is a salient example 
of the quick progress that legis-
lation can make when the  ma-
jority party in Congress matches 
the party of the President. This 
bill’s passing without a single 
Republican vote marginalized 
the GOP, and perhaps, the con-
cerns and values of the Ameri-
cans who voted for them. I am 
neither chastising the Democrats 
for their swift lawmaking, nor 
am I defending the Republicans 
for not winning enough votes. 
After all, the GOP had their way 
when they had the House. There 
will be much moderating and 
tempering in the Senate, which 
has yet to vote on the proposed 
$819 billion bill; they will most 
likely edit it in grand fashion in 
order to get it through. 

But this discord between 
parties is not what our man 
Obama promised! He had us be-

lieving that people of all colors 
and creeds and hairstyles would 
be skipping through sunfl ower 
fi elds and fat, dirty St. Bernards 
named Moore would be mat-
ing with mangy, hissing feral 
cats named Coulter. This brings 
me to the man himself, and an-
other extension of the division 
between Americans. President 
Obama openly reprimanded 
the blatant unloading of money 
by Wall Street traders for their 
year-end bonuses, which col-
lectively totaled just under 18.5 
billion clams. “There will be 
time for them to make profi ts, 
and there will be time for them 
to get bonuses,” Obama noted. 
“Now’s not that time.”

The actual allocation of 
these year-end bonuses by fi -
nancial fat cats is not the issue; 
Wall Street was going to slice 
itself a big, buttery slice of the 
pie one way or another, as it 
always does, and for that, they 
need not be chastised. Rath-
er, the problem is what kind 
of message that sends to the 

American people in our current 
fi nancial environment. We are, 
at the moment, trying to contain 
what has become the largest and 
most far-reaching of economic 
recessions that our country, and 
indeed most nations across the 
globe, has seen in many years. 
Compounding and complicat-
ing the recession itself, how-
ever, seems to be the disparity 
between attitudes and reactions 
of the people affected. There are 
some who cower in fear, wait-
ing for the world economy to 
collapse. There are however, 
who recognize the situation for 
what it is but see it as a time for 
reassessment and renovation, 
even if that means spending a 
lot of money that we don’t re-
ally have in order to ensure that 
everything keeps moving for-
ward. Unfortunately, the timing 
of Wall Street has also proven to 
the public that there will always 
be people getting theirs while 
they can, regardless of the rami-
fi cations.

by Max Siegal
NEWS CO-EDITOR

Pelosi Passes Pinko Bill; Obama Hopes 
to Get Economy “In the Black”

(Or, Still in the Toilet)
Light it up and let it burn. 

That’s where your 
money’s going 
anyway.
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The current global economic 
crisis has left a multitude of in-
dustries struggling, our govern-
ment scrambling, and our people 
looking on tentatively for what 
will happen next. This issue has 
been a central topic in the news 
in all its presented forms: televi-
sion, radio, and print. What of-
ten gets neglected, however, is 
that these conduits reporting on 
failing industries in America are 
themselves struggling. Infomer-
cials have been able to garner 
prime time spots on television 
because the advertising time has 
not been bought up by major 
corporations and  National Pub-
lic Radio laid off seven percent 
of its workforce this winter.

Worst hit, however, is the 
print news industry. Tribune 
Co., owner of multiple papers in-
cluding the Los Angeles Times, 
Chicago Tribune, and Baltimore 
Sun, fi led for bankruptcy pro-
tection in early December and 
is selling its non-print assets 
(including the Chicago Cubs) 
to balance its fi nances. The 
Detroit Free Press and Detroit 
News have stopped all home 
delivery with the exception of 
their most lucrative days. The 
Baltimore Examiner will close 
its doors on February 15th. And 
in the latest issue of The Atlan-
tic, Michael Hirschorn specu-
lated that, though unlikely, The 
New York Times is theoreti-
cally in a position to go bank-
rupt by May, when a $400 mil-
lion credit line expires. Indeed, 
since Hirschorn’s article went to 
print, the Times has borrowed 
$225 million against its $600 
million headquarters and ac-
cepted a $250 million loan from 
Mexican billionaire Carlos Slim 
Helú to help consolidate this 
debt.

Catherine Mathis, Senior 
Vice President of Corporate 
Communications for the Times, 
responded to Hirschorn’s dour 
speculations, criticizing his lack 
of journalism and clarifying the 
Times’ situation, stating, “We 
fully recognize that our industry 
is undergoing unprecedented 
change…[and that] the cyclical 
downturn in the U.S. economy 
has exacerbated advertising 
declines. But The New York 
Times Company is in a better 
position than many others in the 

newspaper industry because of 
the steps we have taken to im-
prove our performance.” She 
cites aforementioned steps to 
consolidate debt and asserts 
that the Times will continue to 
publish both online and in print 
because it is still profi table to do 
so.

While Mathis’ claims are 
true, and Hirschorn’s argument 

for the Times’ bankruptcy is 
somewhat sensational, the crux 
of his piece is re-beginning a 
conversation: what do we do 
once print journalism is dead, 
and what will happen to journal-
ism in the post-print world?

This is not a new conversa-
tion, albeit an ignored one. Dan 
Okrent, fi rst and former public 
editor of the Times from 2003-
2005, declared the death of print 
journalism in a lecture given in 
1999, citing the obvious and 
defi ning reasons: cost of print 
journalism and the digital age. 
Okrent declares himself a lover 
of printed media and its tangi-
bility but accepts its inevitable 
demise. He is even somewhat 
optimistic, saying, “I think we 
can live with these things, large-
ly because we must.”

What happens after print’s 
lack of profi tability reaches its 
logical conclusion is largely 
speculative. Hirschorn points 
out that the Times’ current on-
line revenue could only support 
about 20 percent of its current 
staff, leaving the balance out 
of a job. He speculates that The 
Huffi ngton Post, an internet-
only news site that has been ac-
cruing capital as its print-based 

competitors’ profi ts dwindle, 
would acquire some. Admit-
tedly, journalism would be an 
even tougher fi eld to succeed in, 
as there simply wouldn’t be the 
same number of jobs available. 
Hirschorn and others argue 
that this will ultimately result 
in better journalism, because 
the stakes are so much higher 
in a world where most journal-

ists are freelance writers rather 
than bankrolled employees for 
a specifi c publication. There 
is also the possibility of bet-
ter niche journalism, obtaining 
quality journalism by soliciting 
a freelance reporter who’s al-
ready where the story is rather 
than doling out and shipping off 
a reporter from the publication’s 
syndicate.

There has been an alterna-
tive proposal for print journal-
ism, one which, if successful, 
would not only prevent its de-
mise, but would effectively se-
cure print’s position in media 
indefi nitely. Last Tuesday’s 
Times featured an Op-Ed from 
David Swensen and Michael 
Schmidt which presented the 
idea of making viable national 
newspapers endowed entities, 
like colleges and universities. 
The authors suggest that news-
papers fall under the category of 
organizations designed for the 
“promotion of social welfare,” 
and thus would be exempt from 
income taxes under I.R.S. code 
Section 501(c)(3). Assuming 
a fi ve percent payout rate, the 
endowment for The New York 
Times would need to be $5 bil-
lion—about the value of the en-

dowment of Cornell University. 
Endowment size would vary 
according to publication size. 
This idea was corroborated by 
Steve Coll on The New York-
er’s website the following day, 
who predicts that “in the fore-
seeable future, it seems, there 
will be two kinds of nonprofi t 
newspapers—those which are 
deliberately so and those which 

are reluctantly so.”
Both articles point out the 

benefi ts of such systems. Un-
like the future proposed by 
Hirschorn, this model is better 
equipped to provide journal-
ists with stable jobs. It would 
allow print to exist for its own 
sake, profi tability aside (Okrent 
points out in his lecture that 
print provides defi nitiveness in 
its tangibility that digital jour-
nalism cannot). And because 
newspapers would not depend 
upon advertisers or subscribers 
for primary income—sources of 
capital they would still receive, 
much as colleges and universi-
ties receive tuition—they and 
their staff would not be in a 
position in which they have to 
pander to their sources of in-
come. This would offer a large 
amount of freedom to both the 
journalists and the newspapers 
as a whole, and put papers in an 
ideal position as social watch-
dogs.

The blogosphere has come 
up with counters to this model. 
Zachary Seward argued that 
both starting and sustaining an 
endowment in this current eco-
nomic climate is unlikely at 
best. He projects the basic cost 

of endowing each U.S. newspa-
per to the tune of $114 billion—
and that would only be to cover 
basic costs of maintaining edi-
torial sides of the papers. This 
hefty investment may still fail, 
he says, based on Alan Mutter’s 
assertion that “it doesn’t matter 
whether you organize as a for-
profi t business or a non-profi t 
business. If the infl ow and out-
fl ow of money are not appropri-
ately balanced, that enterprise 
will fail.”

There is also contention as 
to whether or not an endowed 
newspaper, even if viable, is 
desirable. Seward cites John 
Marshall, current employee at 
Talking Points Memo, who ex-
plained that, when he worked 
for a nonprofi t magazine, he 
felt that the magazine’s not-for-
profi t status ultimately created a 
detachment from the readership, 
since its size and interest in the 
content did not directly translate 
to success or failure for the pub-
lication.

Again, print journalism’s 
status has been in question 
for upwards of a decade, and 
though it was not caused by 
the global economic crisis, the 
current situation has brought 
it once again to the forefront 
of media consciousness—only 
this time with the implications 
that this paradigm shift could 
happen much sooner than we 
think. Where journalism goes 
from here is as uncertain as it 
is important. Without knowing 
exactly how, there is a consen-
sual certainty in the media that 
journalism is going to change 
in a dramatic and defi ning way, 
be it endowed newspapers, web 
based news consumption or 
something else entirely. And 
though it may be a nostalgic 
moment (should it arrive) for 
those of us still attached to the 
idea of real, physical newspa-
pers, it must be conceded that 
it’s not the death of journalism. 
People are still going to want to 
read well-reported news from 
reliable sources. And that, says 
Okrent, is what is ultimately 
important, “for we know—we 
must know—that the words and 
pictures and ideas and images 
and notions and substance that 
we produce is what matters—
and not the vessel that they ar-
rive in.”

by Bobby Cardos
EXECUTIVE EDITOR

Print Journalism Amidst Modernity and Economic Turmoil

The Future is in Eggs

CHECK the internet FOR UP-TO-THE-
MINUTE POSTS ON ABSOLUTELY 
NOTHING! http://fupaper.wordpress.com/

Not quite the same effect.
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