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positions.  Possible exchanges for the seat included at
least $1 million in campaign contributions and
fundraising, White House positions, an ambassadorship
and a high-paying position in a national union organiza-
tion called Change to Win. All candidates for the Senate
appointment and advisors in the process were never
named in Blagojevich’s recorded phone calls, but inves-
tigators believe the list to include Rep. Jesse Jackson,
Jr. and Valerie Jarrett, one of Obama’s key advisors.
Jackson, Jr. is currently being investigated for offering
to raise the $1 million the governor required for the
seat. Two friends of Jackson, Jr. and Blagojevich have

been implicated in the process; investigators allege that
both men agreed to raise $500,000 each to have
Jackson, Jr. put in the Senate seat.

Perhaps the most surprising aspect of the case is the
exchanges concerning Candidate 1, who recordings
imply is Obama’s favored candidate and who investiga-
tors presume to be Valerie Jarrett, though no one has
confirmed this. The day before Obama’s victory,
Blagojevich said in a phone call that the Senate seat is
“a fucking valuable thing. You don’t just give it away
for nothing.” In the case of Candidate 1, Blagojevich
wanted his payment to be the Health and Human
Services secretary in Obama’s cabinet or the aforemen-
tioned ambassador or union organization posts. In the
days after the election, however, the governor implicat-
ed in several phone calls that the Obama camp was not

interested in making any deals, saying in one call,
“They’re not willing to give me anything except appre-
ciation. Fuck them.” It is still unclear whom, if anyone,
in Obama’s administration Blagojevich talked to, but
suspects include Chief of Staff Rahm Emmanuel. The
president-elect himself has not been linked to the case
in any way, and refuses to speculate on why
Blagojevich believed that he would not cooperate with
the deal.

Blagojevich was released from federal custody on
Wednesday morning, and currently still holds the power
to act as governor and make the Senate seat appoint-

ment. But the pressure on the governor to resign is
strong, and getting stronger by the day. Before the
end of the day on December 9, every official hold-
ing a state office in Illinois called for Blagojevich’s
resignation, excepting the governor himself. On
December 10, every US Senate Democrat signed a
letter demanding that Blagojevich resign, which
included statement saying that if Blagojevich did
appoint a successor, “we would be forced to exer-
cise our Constitutional authority under Article I,
Section 5, to determine whether such a person
should be seated”—seemingly indicating that any
Blagojevich-appointed replacement would not be
allowed to serve. The governor is currently serious-
ly considering resigning, since the movements to
either impeach him or appeal to the Illinois
Supreme Court to have him removed are gaining
considerable momentum. As of press time,
Blagojevich has not made any announcements con-
cerning his future as governor of Illinois, and is try-
ing to continue his duties as usual.

The most recent Illinois statewide polls, con-
ducted in October 2008, placed Governor
Blagojevich’s overall approval rating at 13%, mak-
ing him the least popular governor in the country by
a considerable margin. Despite his vast unpopulari-
ty, Blagojevich seriously considered appointing
himself to the Senate seat to avoid impeachment in
Illinois, believing that in Washington he could
remake his image and possibly launch a campaign
for the 2016 presidency. While his solicitations for

bribes are despicable, greed is certainly nothing new in
politics, especially Illinois politics (the count of gover-
nors in that state arrested or indicted has now reached
seven). But to think that he could escape the hole he has
dug himself and even become president proves
Blagojevich to be not just greedy but stupid and delu-
sional as well, and his actions have cast a shadow over
the integrity of Barack Obama and his administration.
Investigators will certainly continue to dig up the
details for months to come, well past Obama’s inaugu-
ration, and their inquiries into Obama’s cabinet may
shake the public’s trust in the new executive branch.
The only solace in this whole ordeal is that Blagojevich
will soon collapse under the pressure and resign, and I
will never have to see his offensive haircut in a cam-
paign ad ever again.

Nestled in a bend in the Mississippi River on
Missouri’s eastern border, St. Louis’ greater metropoli-
tan area extends significantly into Illinois. Because of
this, Illinois politicians often buy airtime on the city’s
major networks come election season, forcing twice as
many ill-conceived political ads upon all the residents
of the area. During the 2003 Illinois gubernatorial elec-
tion I was an eighth grader and freshman in high school
and had little to no understanding of politics, but even
then, now-governor Rod Blagojevich’s TV ads made
me feel uneasy. The clips of him shaking the hands
of steel workers and talking with farmers while
standing in front of tractors clashed with the way he
looked and talked; something just seemed very
sleazy about him, and his ads far and away annoyed
me the most. Just over five years later, my adoles-
cent suspicions were confirmed early in the morning
of December 9, when Blagojevich was arrested at
his home on charges of conspiracy to commit fraud
and soliciting bribes.

Governor Blagojevich’s dramatic arrest came in
response to his alleged attempts to sell president-
elect Obama’s senate seat, but the case against him
goes much deeper. For over three years, US
Attorney Patrick Fitzgerald has been investigating
Blagojevich on allegations of graft and fraud.
Blagojevich, who based his campaigns around
reforming the corrupt politics of his predecessor,
Republican George Ryan’s, administration, has been
accused of selling state jobs and contracts and pres-
suring campaign contributors for much of time in
office. In one particularly bizarre instance, prosecu-
tors claim, Blagojevich tried to get several Chicago
Tribune editors critical of his administration fired in
exchange for helping the newspaper’s parent com-
pany, Tribune Co., with a state plan to finance the
purchase of Wrigley Field. 

The evidence that led to Blagojevich’s arrest
came from wiretaps on the governor’s phone,
installed just before the November elections.
Federal investigators were granted permission to
record Blagojevich’s phone calls in late October so
they could ensure that, in the event that Barack Obama
won the election, there would be no illegality in select-
ing his successor in the US Senate. As recently as
December 8, Blagojevich, unaware of the taps on his
phone, insisted to the media that he welcomed com-
plete transparency in all his actions as governor. He
told the press, “Whether you tape me privately or pub-
licly, I can tell you that whatever I say is always lawful
and the things I’m interested in are always lawful.” The
tapes of his conversations in the past month, however,
tell a different story. 

Since Obama’s election, Blagojevich has been propo-
sitioning prospective candidates to engage in a “pay-to-
play” scheme, offering them the Senate seat in
exchange for campaign contributions or government
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the paper’s Year
in

Review
We got a new president.
China and Russia did some
more mean stuff. God, we
dodged a bullet with that
Palin chick, huh? Oh, and
we’re in the Great Depression
v2.0. So let’s look back at the
year that was and cringe just
one more time.

China’s Big Year

China may be the next global
superpower, but all we remember is
their ineptitude at most everything
except not freeing Tibet. The
Olympics showcased some sporting
and architectural brilliance, but
China floundered from day one.
Replacing an ugly nine-year old who
can sing with a pretty one who can-
not may seem smart, but we have
HD, so we can see lip-synching. We
hear the Chinese are fantastic at
mathematics-it's not a stereotype, it's
true, just like their brilliance at ping-
pong and the cello-but how could the
women's gymnastics team members
pretend to be sixteen when they
looked like Chinese versions of the
children on Little People Big World.
Perhaps they were poisoned by the
tainted milk and toys that seem to
surface in China daily, or maybe they
were forced into some secret govern-
mental device that stymies opinions
as well as growth spurts. In spite of
these events, China's largest public

The Pirates of Somalia

Perhaps we were just too naïve to
see it coming. In an era in which
American weaponry is outstripping
even James Bond's wildest imagina-
tion, bunches of Somalian pirates are
single-handedly dismantling the
world-wide shipping system with the
tried and tested system of pointing
guns and demanding money. The
swashbuckling Somali's have pocketed
$150 million in 2008 armed only with
rocket launchers, AK47's, and a desire
to change a standard of living in a
country flattened by civil war, corrup-
tion, and poverty. Like modern day
Robin Hood's, the hijackers success-
fully captured 38 vessels in ‘08, get-
ting inconceivably rich in the process
and pouring money into a country
where most people live on less than
two dollars a day. In a country so
impoverished, millions of dollars can
buy a whole lot of stuff.  In the bigger
scheme of things, however, the pirates
are doing more damage than they
understand, screwing up international
shipping and food shipments simply
by the potential threat that they pose.
The bigger picture is simply irrelevant,
though, when the first world literally
throws bags of money at the pirates,
and does little to protect the ships they
are claiming. 
-BM

A Papal Apology

Aside from hair metal, the Papacy is really the champion of epic stadium
tours, and the latest guy to follow St. Peter's career path did not disappoint
when he jetted over the States this April. While Pope Benedict's appearances
in New York and Washington were profound in their attendance and atmos-
phere alone, it was what the man said that was important. As we sat around
and thought about his uncanny resemblance to the Emperor from Star Wars
and about how much his Jesus-bling must cost, the Holy Father told America
that he was "deeply ashamed" by clergy abuse scandal that has so permanently
tarnished the reputation of the Church in the United States. "It is your God-
given responsibility as pastors," said Benedict, "to bind up the wounds caused
by every breach of trust…"  In acknowledging the terrible pain the Church
inflicted on the victims of abuse, the Pope took a significant step in the long,
long road to recovery. "This is a mea culpa by the church," the Rev. Thomas
Reese, a Jesuit priest and author, said at the time. And as always, Benedict
was outspoken in his criticism of the war in Iraq and U.S. treatment of immi-
grants. So, even though its quite simple to find things the guy and his cronies
do wrong (oppose the use of condoms in AIDS plagued nations, oppose gay
rights, generally hinder social progress, wear white after Labor Day), Benedict
reminded us in April that, from the time to time, the Church can still stand up
for some pretty good things as well.     
-BD

Eliot’s Big Bang

It's a shame that after an impres-
sive rise to the top of the New York
Democratic scene and close to a
decade as a hard-hitting attorney
general, all we're really going to
remember about Eliot Spitzer is that
he really, really loved whores. When
the Times broke the story of high-end
call girls, $10,000 wire transfers and
long distance trysts on March 10th, it
was shocking. Spitzer was an up-
and-comer, the fresh-faced star of
Mr. Spitzer Goes to Albany. But just
like so many self-loathing, closet-ed
Republicans, Spitzer privately lived
a lifestyle that he publicly fought
against. As the days passed, the story
became a circus. Ashlee Dupree's
picture was splayed across the Post,
feeding a public hungry to see the
girl to whom "Client-9" had illicitly
paid thousands of dollars for a bit of
classy poon. As Eliot stood at the
podium in shame and announced his
resignation, the saddest part was
likely the realization that he had just
ended his political career for a night
with a prostitute millions of
Americans simultaneously described
as, "Eh, I mean shes, like, kinda
hot." What a shame.
-BD

relations nightmare was the plethora
of 'Free Tibet' demonstrations world-
wide in the lead up to the Olympics.
While we appreciate Chinese prowess
in applied calculus and string duets,
human rights have never been a forte;
furthermore, if they are poisoning
their own, we do not want to know
about what they are doing to the
Tibetans.      
-BM
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Putin Puts Georgia In Its
Place

After asking if the Russians had
"reached Atlanta yet" and the ensuing
moments of brutal realization that they
had been failed by their elementary
school, most Americans forgot about
the little mid-summer conflict in the
Caucuses. But the short war that began
with the Georgian military's entry into
two separatist provinces became an
event with geopolitical implications
when Russia invaded the tiny ex-Soviet
republic in support of the breakaway
regions. Aside from hundreds of civil-
ian casualties and the type of horror
and destruction that generally accompa-
nies armed combat, the war in Georgia
brought the issue of Russia's position in
the modern world to the fore. With
President George Bush's ironic con-
demnation of Russia's "bullying," ten-
sion continued to simmer between the
two former Cold War enemies, already
at odds over America's Europe-based
missile defense system. When peace
was restored with a treaty in late
August, we had figured a few things
out: 1. Vladimir Putin is bat-shit crazy.
2. Post-Iraq America has lost the ability
to condemn invasions. 3. Vladimir
Putin is bat-shit crazy. 4. We need to
start worrying about the Russians again.
(Red Dawn 2?)      
-BD

The Economy Nosedives

All the signs of recession were there;
the bust in the housing market, the cred-
it crisis, growing inflation, rising unem-
ployment, ominous dark clouds, banks
and financial firms failing by the day,
volatile swings in the markets. But it
didn't really hit us until Congress hand-
ed the collapsing financial sector giant,
cartoonish sacks of money and one of
those huge novelty checks that Ed
McMahon carries around. The $700 bil-
lion dollar bailout was designed to slow
our descent into economic depths not
seen since FDR was wheeling around
the White House, but its success or fail-
ure will take quite a while to determine.
Regardless of how things end up, a
group of economists made it official in
November, declaring the US economy to
be in a recession. What we do know for
sure is that CNBC has been getting
great ratings with its “Economic
Apocalypse!” coverage, that gas is
cheap again, and that there are a whole
lot less jobs for those of us who will be
looking for them in the very near future.   
-BD

Justice for O.J.

Fool us once, shame on the
California judicial system. Fool us
twice, enjoy prison you slimy fuck!
The Juice learned the hard way in
November that there are slight differ-
ences between politely asking a friend
to kindly return one's belongings and
rampaging into a Las Vegas hotel room
with guns drawn like Scarface on a
coke bender. The first difference is that
if there is a dispute regarding the own-
ership of said items, healthy discussion
or perhaps a civil suit can fix the dis-
pute, and only Judge Judy likes civil
suits more than Mr. Simpson. The sec-
ond difference is that politely asking
doesn't result in at least nine years of
hard time in a Las Vegas jail cell. One
of the best running backs and murder-
ers ever, Simpson's conviction illustrat-
ed the beauty of the American legal
system. We may have let him off on
racially influenced technicalities
decades ago, but black or white or red
or blue, kidnapping and armed robbery
with a deadly weapon are felonies,
even if he was only trying to get back
some football memorabilia. Who needs
DNA evidence when the proverbial
glove fits?    
-BM

Obama!

President Barack Hussein Obama. It
has a nice ring to it. Though the presi-
dent-elect's middle name was used pejo-
ratively by conservative talk radio pun-
dits ad nauseam in the weeks prior to
the election, it really isn't some kind of
weakness or liability. Rather, it is repre-
sentative of the profound disparity
between the current president and Mr.
Obama, a disparity that America must
flaunt to the rest of the world. He is dif-
ferent. He is black. He has an unusual
name. And we embraced that. When he
walked out on the stage in Chicago on
that November night, with cable news
networks blaring news of his historic
win all across the country, it was a
strange moment for a nation with a
soiled past. After nearly two years of
election frenzy, the whole world
watched as America rejected not just
racial division but also the policies that
have so damaged our standing in the
world over the past eight years. At a
time when it is so crucially important to
restore the tattered bonds of foreign
alliance, celebrations erupted the whole
world over for our new president, far
different than the burning flags to which
we have become accustomed. Though
we and many others were cynical
enough to question the messianic aura
around the former Illinois Senator, we
saw on the TV that night what could be
a tremendous first step toward better
days. We will have to wait and see.       
-BD Terror Strikes Mumbai

Mumbai is India's version of Hollywood, Las Vegas, and New York
meshed as one, a commercial and entertainment epicenter in a country
straddling the line between globalism and tradition. In late November,
however, Mumbai devolved into another example of the perpetual threat
that terrorism carries in the post-9/11 era, while further splintering the
already threadbare relationship between Pakistan and India. What sur-
prised us however, was the sheer brazenness of the attacks in India.
Westerners and locals alike were shot, buildings were bombed, grenades
were wantonly thrown around the city by a group of young and seeming-
ly very angry Pakistani men. But this does not speak to Pakistan and
India's problems, which run deeper and more personally than we can pos-
sibly imagine; it speaks to terrorism’s omnipresence around the world. As
pockets of insurgents sprout across all continents, with varying targets,
there is a constant threat; we might not live in Mumbai, but Mumbai is
not the exception. Rather, it is likely a city in an elongating list to fall
victim Islamic extremism. It has happened before, and it will happen
again.      
-BM

Palin Swings the Election...The Wrong Way

The problem with asking a vacuous anti-feminist to hop aboard the
Straight Talk Express simply because she had a tasty pair of funbags,
was mostly that she was a vacuous anti-feminist. As the days passed
after the late-August announcement that the Alaskan governor was to
run on the GOP Presidential ticket, we started to get really scared along
with more and more reasonable American people. The issue at hand
was not her Wasilla roots (we hear Alaska is beautiful), her dirty accent
(James Carville sounds funny), or her preggers daughter (people bone,
we get it). Rather, it was her completely vapid nature and her unwilling-
ness to delve into the intellectual issues at the core of American think-
ing leading up to the election. But even as her supporters championed
the pick as a sign of evolution in the Republican party and a signal of
change in American politics as a whole, we just snickered inside. This
woman would get a black man elected as President of the United States,
regardless of how tasty her funbags were, because she, and the
Republicans, were that stupid.     
-BM



Typically when actors get involved in politics, it’s
done for the sake of awareness or advocating a cause or
two.  Although many people find this itself irritating, it
makes sense that actors do this kind of thing because
they have a lot more free time than any of us do and
they tend fashion themselves as a lot smarter and more
important than they actually are.  But it’s fairly infre-
quent that actors take the true plunge and take up polit-
ical office.  Actors becoming politicians is one of those
things that most people say they resent, and yet there’s
a considerable list of thespians who have made the suc-
cessful jump into public service.  One of the more
prominent cases of this is of course California (my
dear native state’s) governor Arnold Schwarzenegger.
One would figure that the Governator’s success
would oblige more actors to give running for office a
try, but that hasn’t been the case (although the last
election cycle featured the yet undecided Minnesota
senate race, which included the remarkably unfunny
Al Franken).  This might change in the next cycle, as
it’s now rumored that Val “The Iceman/Doc
Holliday/Jim Morrison/Batman/Moses” Kilmer may
run for Governor of New Mexico.

While this seems a bit farfetched, it should be
taken with some consideration.  Schwarzenegger’s
acting career had fallen off considerably by the time
he decided to run for governor, and Jesse Ventura had
been out of pro wrestling and acting for a while when
he became governor of Minnesota.  Kilmer’s career has
similarly been in the shitter for quite a few years now
(the last time most people remember seeing him was
the sci-fi flick Red Planet, a movie that was so bad its
director promised to never make another movie).  In
other words, when a celebrity disappears from public
life for a while before entering politics, it generally
works out pretty well (this move was also used by
Shirley Temple and some nobody named Ronald
Reagan).  

The timing is also particularly good for Kilmer

because he lives in New Mexico, whose governor Bill
Richardson is about to join Obama’s cabinet as
Secretary of Commerce.  Although Richardson obvi-
ously won’t cede the governorship to Kilmer, his
replacement will serve a very short term and will like-
ly not gain much traction or popularity as governor.
Those unusual circumstances will help Kilmer, who at
this point appears to be of the independent persuasion
(he donated to Ralph Nader’s 2008 campaign).  In case
you don’t find any of this convincing, you might
remember that it was an unusual recall that got
Schwarzenegger elected, and Ventura ran as an inde-
pendent candidate. 

The odds are that if Kilmer did hypothetically get

elected, he has a good shot at having a sustained career
in politics.  A great deal of politics depends on how
good of a bullshit artist you are, which is partially why
actors tend to get elected in the first place.  This works
well for Kilmer because he is a considerably better
actor than most others who have become politicians
(and he was a better Batman than Christian Bale or
Michael Keaton, although they were in better movies in
the series).  If Kilmer was to find himself in sort of
heinous scandal while in office, he would use his supe-
rior acting skills to weasel his way out of trouble, or he

would make some sort of reference to how awesome he
was in Tombstone or The Doors.

Despite all of this, you’re probably still wondering
why in god’s name anyone in New Mexico would want
to vote for him.  A fair enough question, but there’s no
real answer.  The same would also have to be said about
Fred Thompson, or Sonny Bono, or Sarah Palin.
Kilmer, for whatever it’s worth, has been actively
involved in The Wildlife Center of New Mexico.  But
beyond that, and name recognition, there’s a very sub-
stantial argument for why he definitely shouldn’t
become governor.  Although that’s certainly very fair to
doubt Kilmer’s and the people of New Mexico’s rea-
soning, this country has rewarded public office to far

less savory individuals who have more reason not be
elected.  A Kilmer election in my view would not be
as bad as say Marion Barry or George Bush.

All of this speculation is still speculation,
because Kilmer hasn’t definitively said he would run.
The election isn’t until 2010, so he has a while to mull
his decision.  If he does run, NBC will have to get a
replacement for KITT in the Knight Rider series, pro-
vided that it runs that long (which it probably won’t
because that show is a fucking piece of shit).  If he
wins, I’ve already imagined his campaign.  I picture
a commercial that features that scene in Heat where
he single-handedly kills most of the Los Angeles
police force, followed by some slogan about how if
he was governor this is how he would handle his busi-
ness.  I picture him jokingly suggest that if he were
elected he would have to make Chris O’Donnell his

Lieutenant Governor, and that the midget thing from
The Island of Dr. Moreau would serve in some capaci-
ty in his cabinet.  He would also speak about his fic-
tional resume, his service in the Air Force, and his
expertise in building really big chemical lasers.  He’ll
be able to maneuver the rumors that he’s a huge asshole
and is impossible to work with, will become a darling
of the press, and will win the election in a landslide.
People will look on in wonder, but will realize that only
by looking two states over to California, that much
stranger things have happened.
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by Eamon Stewart
STAFF BATMAN

KKiillmmeerr ffoorr GGoovveerrnnoorr??

Despite much waffling and committee hearings,
Congress looked primed to pass an emergency loans for
two of the “Big Three” American automotive manufac-
turers, General Motors and Chrysler, and a slightly less
panic-inducing emergency credit extension for Ford.
However, on December 12th, Congress sat on its
haunches and filibustered the bill into extinction. “I
dread looking at Wall Street tomorrow. It’s not going to
be a pleasant sight,” said Senate majority leader Harry
Reid on the night of December 11th, as it was clear that
no action was going to be taken to pass any sort of bail
out. His fears were realized, as markets opened the next
day will drops in Asia, Europe, and of course, America,
as consumer confidence about the viability of our econ-
omy took another sucker punch to the face.

The loans for GM and Chrysler were to total approx-
imately $14 billion, while Ford’s line of credit only
needed billions in the single digits, totaling about $25
billion between the three. There is just minute, near-
insignificant problems with that number, though. The
first comes from the end of September, when Congress
passed a bill for (you guessed it!) $25 billion for expe-
diting the process of restructuring factories and project
lines for smaller, more fuel efficient and hybrid vehi-
cles. The manufacturers themselves admitted that the
majority of their profits came from trucks and SUVs
and after a summer of record gas prices and increasing
prices for raw materials, sales were down in phenome-
nal fashion, though incidentally, you can now get a
Hummer H3 for the same price as a respectably-
equipped Honda Accord. However, the initial $25B
proved to not do much to stem the inevitable and not six
weeks later, suits from Detroit were in Washington ask-

ing for more. The market share of U.S. auto sales was
down almost 15% in the last year, with sales in October
of this year the worst on record in the last twenty-five
years. The Big Three had hoped that the initial shot of
money would have done something to help stabilize the
floundering industry, but it was not enough to compen-
sate for plummeting sales of trucks and SUVs.

The political quandary at the moment is that the hour
is so late in the 110th Congress that there really cannot
be any action taken until Congress reconvenes in
January. There was widespread Republican resistance
to any additional money spent on an automotive
bailout, seeing more money spent as money wasted.
Additionally, support was not as unified among
Democrats as party leaders had anticipated, a necessary
factor that would have allowed the bill to move for-
ward. President-elect and total commie Obama pushed
not only for the additional $25B, but for a doubling of
Congress’ financial commitment to Detroit and
American auto workers to a huge $50 billion. The hope
among the Big Three is that once Obama takes office,
one of his first initiatives will be to push for a bailout.

Another cause of Detroit’s malaise is from the trend
of “transplants,” or foreign cars made in American fac-
tories by American workers. Many Japanese manufac-
turers have moved production facilities to the United
States, ultimately giving even the reddest of gun-shoot-
ing-Dukes-of-Hazard-watching-moonshine-drinking-
sister-fucking-Lynrd-Skynrd-loving rednecks no reason
to not buy a Subaru Outback. Hondas are now made in
Ohio and Alabama, Toyota has a staggering 6 plants in
Alabama, California, Kentucky, Indiana, Mississippi,
Texas, and West Virginia and those aforementioned
Confederate-slaying Subarus are made in a zero-landfill
facility in Lafayette, Indiana. According to the Wall

Street Journal, in the fifteen years since 1993, the Big
Three have collectively cut just about 83,000 jobs in
Michigan, while Japanese plants that opened across
eight Southern states have generated over 91,000 posi-
tions in the same period. Don’t be surprised if the blue-
collar American auto worker starts wrapping his lunch
in nori and sipping green tea out of his thermos.

Now, I’m a self-professed car person. I wouldn’t call
myself a gearhead, as I know I couldn’t take apart a
small block V8 and put it back together, but I could tell
you how it all works. I could also chew your ear off
about how much I would like to mate with a Lotus or
spend an afternoon slowly waxing an Aston Martin, but
all of this neither here nor there. The fact is that I real-
ize it’s hard for me to have much sympathy for Detroit.
Rising gasoline prices have been an issue for years, but
in a strong economy, Americans kept buying trucks.
Feeding the demand, trucks are exactly what came out
of Detroit. The Big Three might not have been able to
pinpoint when the bubble was going to burst, but they
certainly should have been smart enough to do some-
thing, anything to have prepared for the time when the
American appetite was going to shrink. In a free mar-
ket economy, especially a booming one like that of a
few years ago, it is not only poor business practice to
work assuming that optimal conditions will continue,
the current crisis is proof that it is also damagingly irre-
sponsible. I’ll end with an appropriate analogy, then.
There are two ways to fix a broken-down car. You can
opt for a piece-by-piece restoration, polishing the
inside of every piston, cleaning the spaces between
seals with a q-tip, and replacing every single nut and
bolt. Or, you can patch up the big problems to keep it
on the road. Either way, as I’m sure we all know, it’s
expensive.

by Max Siegal
ASSISTANT NEWS EDITOR 
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