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In April of 1994 an 18-year-old freshman walked
into the office of the Dean of Fordham College at Rose
Hill, a place that, according to the University’s mission
statement, concerns itself with fostering an “environ-
ment that celebrates and protects the dignity of the
human person.” Inside the confines of that office the
young woman started the process of protecting that dig-
nity. She told the Dean a story of how, after a night of
drinking in the city, her philosophy professor took
advantage of her in his office. By the end of the semes-
ter, her professor had resigned. 

Ten years later that scene would come to national
attention in an article by Joseph Feuerherd published in
the National Catholic Reporter. The story detailed the
alleged 1994 sexual misconduct
of Deal W. Hudson, a top advisor
to George W. Bush’s 2004 re-
election campaign, while he was
a tenured professor of philosophy
at Fordham.

That July, Fordham spokes-
woman Elizabeth Schmalz issued
a statement to NCR saying,
“Sexual Harassment is not toler-
ated at Fordham University.” It
continued, “Fordham followed its
policy rigorously in this case and
initiated an investigation into the
matter upon receipt of the stu-
dent’s complaint.”

The Dean in the NCR article,
described as “sympathetic” and
giving “every indication that he
believed [the girl’s] story,” was
Father Joseph M. McShane, S.J.,
Fordham University’s current president. In 1994, it
appears that he listened intently to the aggrieved stu-
dent and quickly iniated actions to remove Mr. Hudson
from his position. And in 2004, Father McShane
presided over the University when it publicly and
explicitly denounced sexual harassment after the alle-
gations against Mr. Hudson surfaced in the media.

Why then, after compassionately and publicly
dealing with a case of alleged sexual harassment, did
Father McShane and Fordham University take a seem-
ingly different approach in handling another, more
recent allegation of sexual abuse on campus? Why
have they remained so silent?

As reported in the New York Times on October 21,
2008, a pair of advocacy groups for victims of clergy

sex abuse say that two Jesuits accused of molesting
children were sheltered on campus well after Fordham
was made aware of the situation. The groups–the
Survivors Network of Those Abused by Priests and
BishopAccountability.org–held a press conference on
Fordham Rd. outside of Murray-Weigel Hall, the infir-
mary for the New York Province of the Society of
Jesus. According to the organizers, that event was the
first time the accusations against Rev. Eugene J.
O’Brien, S.J., a former President and Principal of the
Fordham Preparatory High School, and Rev. Roy A.
Drake, S.J., a former science teacher at the Prep
School, were made public.

Father O’Brien is accused of molesting a former
Fordham Prep student over a period of several years,
starting when the alleged victim was a student at the
high school from 1964 to 1966. The alleged victim, a

58-year-old who spoke at
length to the paper on the con-
dition of anonymity, said that
the priest molested him on
numerous occasions, including
several of which he claims
occurred during a trip through
Europe with Father O’Brien
and five other Prep students.

“I don’t know if I was
raped or penetrated, but I was
violated,” Father O’Brien’s
accuser told the paper. “He
would jump in the bed with me
and I would just shut down,
close my eyes and go some-
where else,” he said of the man
he recalled as “a real father
figure.” After the alleged inci-
dents of sexual molestation,
the now-middle aged man said

he “just repressed it all,” even to the point that he
allowed Father O’Brien to perform his marriage cere-
mony.

The alleged victim also claims to have had an
encounter with Father Drake in the Fordham University
Seismic Observatory, next to Freeman Hall. Inside the
observatory, Father Drake attempted to molest him: “I
was literally running around in circles around this table
to get away from him until I could escape.” 

He repressed the memories until 1997, when he
met a counselor for victims of clergy sex abuse who, he
says, helped him go through the process of bringing his
allegation to the attention of the University. “I was after
an apology, some kind of an explanation to what had
happened,” he said.

According to a copy of a 1997 settlement available
online, the ensuing lawsuit involving Father O’Brien

was settled for $25,000. In addition to the Jesuit priest,
the New York Province of the Society of Jesus, the
Archdiocese of New York, Fordham University, and
Fordham Prep were named in the settlement and
released from any “past, alleged or actual, current and
future liabilities.”

When the paper attempted to confirm the terms of
the settlement by contacting the office of Rev. Thomas
R. Slon, S.J., the executive assistant to the head of the
New York Jesuits who spoke with the Times, he was
unavailable for comment. Peter Feuerherd, a communi-
cations consultant for the Province who spoke with the
paper, said he was not familiar enough with the situa-
tion to comment. In the Times article, Father Slon
would neither confirm nor deny the terms of the 1997
settlement regarding Father O’Brien.

Joseph Zwilling, a spokesman for the Archdiocese
of New York, when asked by the paper to confirm the
terms of the settlement, said the Archdiocese “could not
find anything in the files.”

According to the anonymous accuser, the most
emotional day of his life came when he met Father
O’Brien again in 1997. At that meeting, Father O’Brien
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Murray-Weigel Hall

The Silent Treatment

1964-66: Fr. Edward O'Brien begins several
years of molesting a former student at Fordham
Prep.
1968: Fr. Roy Drake raped Richard Cerrick in the
bedroom of his on-campus apartment.
1994: Former professor Deal W. Hudson raped a
female student in his office after a night of drink-
ing.
1994-2006: Fr. Drake resided at Murray-Weigel
Hall.
1997: A settlement in the Fr. O'Brien allegations
is reached for a value of $25,000. The release
names Fordham, the Prep, the Archdiocese, and
the Province of NY.
2002-2003: A wave of clergy abuse scandals hits
nationwide.
2004: The report of Mr. Hudson's sexual abuse is
made public in a Catholic newspaper. 
2005: Richard Cerrick discovers Fr. Drake living
on Fordham's campus and notifies the University.
2006-08: Details about the last years of Fr.
Drake's life are unclear. His presumed death on
Aug. 21 remains unconfirmed by the NY
Province.
2008: Two advocacy groups for victims of clergy
sex abuse make public the claims that Fordham
harbored molesters.

Fordham Offers “No Comment” To Allegations of 1960’s Clergy Abuse



blamed his actions on alcohol abuse and would not
apologize. “I wanted an admission of guilt,” the alleged
victim told the paper. He says he was never concerned
with taking the Jesuits down. “It’s [about] accountabil-
ity,” he said.

Richard Cerrick, a 53-year-old lawyer from
Connecticut, claims he was raped and sodomized by
Father Roy Drake in 1968. In extensive interviews with
the paper, Mr. Cerrick said Father Drake provided him
with alcohol and then raped him in the bedroom of the
Jesuit’s apartment on Fordham’s campus when he was
13-years-old. The alleged attack occurred the night
before a weekend ski trip to Hunter Mountain that the
8th grader was invited to go on by a friend who went to
Fordham Prep.

Though he says he was able to keep the incident
secret until 2002 or 2003, when the clergy sexual abuse
scandal erupted in archdioceses nationwide he says he
wondered what had happened to Father Drake. In 2005,
after two years of searching, Mr. Cerrick says he found
Father Drake listed on the Internet as living at Murray-
Weigel Hall. In October of that year, Mr. Cerrick had
his attorney, Mitchell Garabedian, inform the Jesuits
and Fordham University in writing of Father Drake’s
presence on the campus of Fordham University.
According to the advocate group Bishop-
Accountability.org, Father Drake resided in Murray-
Weigel from 1994 until some point in 2006.

He notified the school in order “to remove Father
Drake from any proximity and contact with high school
and college kids,” said Mr. Cerrick. “If I can protect
one, or two, or five kids, whatever ages, I would be pro-
viding a service,” he continued. In October 2007, he
was assured by the head of the New York Province that
“Roy Drake is not in a position of access to minors.”

Though it is believed that Father Drake died this
past August, the paper has been unable to ascertain
exact details about his whereabouts during the final few
years of his life or even a confirmation of his death.
According to BishopAccountability.org, in 2006 he was
transferred to a sexual abuse treatment center in
Missouri. But a fall 2006 Jesuit newsletter describes
Father Drake as a liaison between the residents of

Murray-Weigel Hall and a construction company per-
forming renovations. Finally, an August newsletter
from the Jesuits of the Missouri Province lists Father
Drake’s death as occurring on August 21 in the Bronx.
But in the Times article, Father Slon of the New York
Jesuits would not confirm that Father Drake had died.

In April of this year, Pope Benedict XVI made his
first trip to the United States. The Holy Father raised
eyebrows across the country with his repeated
acknowledgements of the pain and suffering that
plague the many American Catholics whose lives have
been affected by the clergy sexual abuse scandals of the
last decade.

“I am deeply ashamed and will do whatever is pos-
sible so that this does not happen in the future,” said the
Pope just before landing in the United States for his
April visit the BBC reported. “It is more important to
have good priests than many priests. We will do every-
thing possible to heel this wound.”

In regards to the Pope’s statements in the United
States, Father McShane told the Times, “None of us
expected it, but everyone is grateful that he did. What
he realized is that this is a pastoral visit and he must be
pastor to those who are hurt most — and that is the vic-
tims.”

With the Pope in town and Father McShane on the
front page of the Times, Mr. Cerrick felt it was time to
contact Fordham once more. In a letter obtained by the
paper, dated May 8, 2008, the alleged victim asked the
university president to “reach out in a pastoral and heal-
ing manner” to prove to him that his and the Holy

Father’s words were more than “hollow and deceitful
pronouncements.”

Eight days later, Father McShane responded with a
short, 58-word letter that acknowledged Mr. Cerrick’s
letter, but simply referred him to his lawyer regarding
“an amicable resolution of this matter.”

The letter’s recipient was less than pleased. Calling
the response he received “garbage,” Mr. Cerrick terms
the treatment he has received from the University,
Fordham Prep, and the New York Province since he
first reported his incident three years ago “like ripping
a scab off an old wound.” 

Five months later, Mr. Cerrick decided to go pub-
lic with these accusations, and soon he and the leaders
of his supporting advocacy groups were standing on
Fordham Rd. “For three years I wanted to give
Fordham, the Archdiocese, and the Jesuits every oppor-
tunity to do the right thing,” the 53-year-old man told
the paper. “They have done absolutely nothing in three
years.”

As of press time, Fordham University has
remained silent. The official university response came
from Bob Howe, Fordham’s Director of
Communications, who declined to comment, citing
school policy. The Province and the Archdiocese have
also chosen not to comment. And the office of the
President of Fordham Preparatory School, Rev.
Kenneth Boller, S.J., did not return the paper’s request
for an interview.

When the paper again attempted to contact
Fordham, this time after discovering the public state-
ment given by the school in 2004 regarding the sexual
harassment allegations involving Mr. Hudson, the
response was the same. “We’re not commenting,” said
Mr. Howe.

And thus the question remains. Why have the
school and its administration chosen to handle this
affair in secrecy? Why, when the university has shown
in recent history an ability to openly and efficiently
deal with a public situation of sexual harassment, can it
not find the means to do the same in this case? Indeed,
this entire ordeal raises quite a few questions about
transparency in Fordham University’s administration.
But from the looks of it, we’re not about to get any
answers.

Thanks for Nothing

With Thanksgiving not two weeks away and the hol-
iday season upon us, there is a certain amount of trepi-
dation and speculation among America’s top pundits
and economic analysts about just what the upcoming
season will mean for the economy. By and large, the
consensus is that 2008 will be a year of decline, both in
travel on Turkey Day and spending for Christmas. 

The 36 hours leading up to the last Thursday in
November are the busiest hours in all of American trav-
el. We make news stories about snow storms delaying
travelers in airport terminals, for fuck’s sake. Criticism
aside, it is an incredibly taxing period of time for
American air travel. And given the difficult economic
environment, any pinching or price-gouging is handed
off to the ticket holders. Though the price of fuel has
now stabilized and deflated somewhat, surcharges and
extra fees on fights are still through the roof. The
Shatner haters and Expedia wannabes of
FareCompare.com note that in 2007, the average com-
bined surcharge for domestic flights was $20.
Currently, that price has increased over 800% to $170
for a domestic round-trip flight. Gas prices may be
down at the pump, but air travel has suffered so dramat-
ically that there is little speculation that any such
charges will be dropped anytime soon, and they will
certainly be a burden for travelers this season. 

That brings us to the big point: the Air Transport
Association of America anticipates that this year will
see the first decline in the number of people who fly for
Thanksgiving. Figures point to an approximate 10%
drop in numbers, from about 26 million passengers
down to roughly 24 million. Though the actual reper-
cussions are still unknown, one positive note is that
fewer passengers mean fewer flights. The ATA hopes
that the small decline will actually help to ease conges-

tion and provide relief for air traffic controllers and
management systems. There you go, a silver lining
around the American economy plummeting from the
sky. 

And then, as soon as Thanksgiving is over or, per-
haps, as soon as you’ve finished washing the dishes, the
C h r i s t m a s
shopping sea-
son opens.
(Note: I’ve
stopped calling
it the “holiday”
s e a s o n ,
because I’ll be
the first Jew to
admit that
Christmas is
such a bigger
deal than
H a n u k a h .
Really, why do
you Christians
have to patron-
ize my peo-
ple?) If the
current spending trends are to continue, the actual fig-
ures could be pretty abysmal. According to the
Department of Commerce, domestic retail sales fell
2.8% during the month of October. These discouraging
facts were highlighted by a monumental 5.5% decrease
in auto sales, most of which was caused not necessari-
ly by individuals not shopping around but because
potential buyers couldn’t secure loans. The worst sen-
sationalist statistic, however, is the decline of U.S. in-
store retailers, which fell at the sharpest rate in 30
years. Either way, it’s a bad news bears precursor for
the next six weeks.  

That “in-store” statistic, however, is indicative of a

bright spot in American consumption. Many analysts
report an upward swing in the number of online sales.
This certainly makes much sense for many reasons.
One, the natural expansion and enfranchisement of
individuals with internet access will lead to an increase
in online shoppers... or something. Second, and perhaps

more timely, is the fact that
online shopping means less inci-
dental spending for consumers,
such as on gas and food, that
shopping trips entail. I imagine
people are more willing to
splurge on shipping fees, which I
don’t think have seen any crazy
increases, when it means not hav-
ing to brave the gauntlet of
screaming children and crazed
soccer moms at the local mall.  

Overall, there is undoubtedly
going to be a bump in spending
over Christmas. Even in the
harshest of economic recessions,
I imagine Americans could find a
way to max out their credit cards
on plastic crap for their children

and ugly sweaters that they don’t need. The same goes
for Thanksgiving, too. Neither sleet, nor snow, nor
compounded interest, nor loan defaulting could keep
Americans apart from each other for the holidays. One
more bright spot, though: the fact that retailers will go
to great lengths in order to keep their numbers up
means that many stores, at least those that can afford to
do so, will be slashing prices and serving deep discount
sales for consumers. Another silver lining, then. If only
we could melt down that silver and replenish the
Federal Reserve.  A paper top tip: shop at big box
stores, save money, and fuck the little guy. It’s the
American way.

by Max Siegal
ASSISTANT NEWS EDITOR
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Economic Impact on the Upcoming Holiday Season

Not unlike the
economy.
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SScciieennttiissttss  CCoonnffiirrmm  EExxiissttaannccee  ooff  EExxooppllaanneettss

As President-Elect Barack Obama transitions into
the White House, one of the first things he is expected
to do is close the controversial U.S. detention camp in
Guantanamo Bay, Cuba. On Monday, November 10,
David McDonough, a senior foreign policy correspon-
dent for Obama, stated, “President-Elect Obama said
throughout his campaign that the legal
framework at Guantanamo has failed to
successfully and swiftly prosecute terror-
ists, and he shares the broad bipartisan
belief that Guantanamo should be closed.” 

On that same day, the American Civil
Liberties Union (ACLU) ran a full-page
ad in the New York Times quoting Obama
as saying: “As President, I will close
Guantanamo, reject the Military
Commissions Act, and adhere to the
Geneva Conventions,” (8/1/07). The ad
continues, “On day one, with the stroke of
a pen, you can restore America’s moral
leadership in the world.”

The Guantanamo naval base in Cuba
has belonged to the United States since
1903. When the U.S. withdrew the
remaining troops from Cuba following the Spanish-
American War, the Platt Amendment to the Army
Appropriations was passed, which ceded the area of
Guantanamo Bay to the United States. This area contin-
ues to be considered U.S. territory, a stinging reminder
of imperialism to the Cuban people.

The prison camp in the naval base has housed near-
ly 800 terrorist suspects since 2002, following the start
of the war in Afghanistan. Approximately 250 men
remain imprisoned there. The prisoners at Guantanamo
Bay have been detained without charge or trial. Many
times, the prisoners have been tortured. How could

such a thing happen in a U.S. prison camp? Well, most-
ly because of the rollback of civil liberties under
President George W. Bush.

The writ of Habeas Corpus is provided for in the
United States Constitution; it states, “the privilege of
the writ of habeas corpus shall not be suspended.” But
the Military Commissions Act, signed by President
Bush in October of 2007, has made it legal to under-

mine this human right for
the first time in our
nation’s history. With the
passage of this act, any per-
son—American citizen or
not—can be denied partici-
pation in the Constitutional
justice system if they are
deemed an “enemy of the
state,” a title George W.
Bush has take the liberty of
puting on whomever he
pleases. This has, in effect,
created a parallel legal sys-
tem: military commission
trials without a timetable
and without the considera-
tion of due process of law.

This past summer, on June 12, 2008, the U.S.
Supreme Court ruled against the part of the Military
Commissions Act that skirt habeas corpus rights in the
case Boumediene v. Bush. This was a huge step in the
right direction, allowing prisoners to challenge their
confinement, but did not explicitly provide for the clos-
ing of the Guantanamo Bay prison facility, and contin-
ued to allow Military commission trials.

Both John McCain and Barack Obama ran on the
position that they would close Guantanamo; and now
that Obama has won, many human rights groups are
calling on him to count the closure of the facility

among his top priorities.
Obama has made it clear that he will indeed close

Guantanamo, recently saying in an interview with
CNN that his administration would close the prison,
“as quickly as we can do prudently.” This process,
however, could go in a number of ways. The detainees
could be trained in the U.S. court system, the military
court-martial system, or a new court system entirely.
There is a general consensus on the fact that these peo-
ple cannot be held indefinitely without finding out
whether or not they have done anything to merit incar-
ceration.

The prison facility at Guantanamo Bay needs to be
closed because of what it stands for, not only in the
United States, but also around the world. Much of the
news media and many politicians have attempted to
soothe us into accepting the goings on at Guantanamo
by telling us it could only happen to non-Americans,
sending the message that people from outside of
America do not deserve the same basic civil rights that
Americans do. The foreigner has become “the other;”
someone we do not have to feel empathy for or even
attempt to relate to, serving to demonize and lessen the
humanity of foreigners. Guilty until proven innocent is
not the “American way,” and our inhumane treatment
of the detainees is shameful.

Sarah Palin said in her Republican National
Convention speech, “Al Qaeda terrorists still plot to
inflict catastrophic harm on America, and he’s worried
that someone won’t read them their rights.” The fact
that someone who could potentially be leading our
country said this in arguably the most important speech
of her campaign—and got away with it—is disturbing.
To denigrate and to cheapen the importance of civil
rights is something too dangerous for Americans to let
happen. Perhaps the closure of the Guantanamo Bay
detention center will begin to restore the sanctity of our
civil liberties once more.

Two groups of astronomers are working to capture
images of planets orbiting stars outside our galaxy and
have recently confirmed that their collection of visible
and infrared images are, in fact, exoplanets. While over
300 exoplanets have been discovered, this was the first
study done that gathered actual images of the planets
that exist outside of our solar system.
Furthermore, the clarity of the images led to bet-
ter confirmation that the planets’ motion were
orbits around stars. The success is said to have
come from improved equipment that allows for
more accurate analysis and observational data.  

Both groups used adaptive optics, which move
and warp the images collected on telescope mir-
rors to compensate for the Earth’s atmospheric
turbulence that usually skews the images being
collected. While this technology has been used in
the past, scientists have only captured images of
brown dwarfs, which are also known as failed
stars. 

Dr. Kalas, of the University of California,
Berkeley, along with his team used the Hubble
Space Telescope to view the area around a star
called Fomalhaut. The star is about twenty-five
light-years from Earth and is 16 times more luminous
than our own sun. Fomalhaut was discovered to have a
massive ring of dust around it, which led astronomers
to turn to Accretion Theory. This theory says that plan-
ets gather up dust and matter as they orbit. Because of
the presence of the band of dust, scientists looked fur-
ther for planets and were successful in finding one. 

The planet they discovered there is thought to be
three times the size as Jupiter and takes 872 years to
make a complete revolution around its star. It is esti-
mated that the planet is 200 million years old. The plan-
et lies on the outer edge of a band of dust. This means
that there is the possibility of smaller, warmer planets
closer to the star it orbits. The planet is believed to be
the coolest, lowest-mass object discovered outside our

solar system. It is suspected that Fomalhaut has plane-
tary rings larger than those of Saturn.  

Future observations and studies will look for evi-
dence of vapor clouds in the atmosphere, which would
lead to a better understanding of the evolution of a rel-
atively young planet. These analyses along with other
studies are scheduled to take place in 2013 upon the
launch of the James Watt Telescope. The telescope will
be looking for other planets in the system and explore

the region interior to the dust ring for structures such as
an inner asteroid belt.

A second group, led by Dr. Marois, conducted anoth-
er study relating to exoplanets. This study was able to
capture images of a solar system approximately 130
light-years away within the constellation Pegasus. The
three planets they discovered are ten, nine and six times
the mass of Jupiter and are associated with disks of
dust. The images taken of the system show that the
planets are not “wobbling”, but rather following a cir-
cular path around the star known as HR8799.   

The three planets are thought to be 60 million years
old, which means they are young enough to still glow
from their initial contraction. The star they orbit is
approximately 1.5 times the mass of our own sun and

five times more luminous.  It holds a dust band more
massive than any band within 300 light-years of Earth.  

Astronomers followed the movement of the three
planets for three years to confirm that they were in fact
moving around the star. The team used technology that
focuses on infrared and heat radiation because light
from stars far brighter than our solar system’s sun can
create a glare that blocks visibility of the exoplanets.
Because the team of astronomers were tactful in how

they obtained images of the planets, it might be pos-
sible to gather information about the planets’ atmos-
pheres and surfaces. This would be impossible to do
by discovering planets indirectly. 

A second benefit of these images is that the
Accretion Theory can possibly be confirmed which
would lead to a better estimate of the number of
Earth-like planets there are in the Universe. The rea-
son for this is through the images collected, similar-
ities were drawn between our own solar system and
the system around HR8799. These similarities
include the size of orbits in relation to our own and
the way in which planets are created. By comparing
our own planet to those outside our solar system, sci-
entists hope to better understand how an Earth-like
planet is able to exist. 

NASA will launch a telescope called Kepler in
2009 that is designed to detect Earth-size masses.

The telescope will be able to capture better images by
moving in front of distant stars to dim the starlight.
Astronomers aim to have space-based telescopes that
can inspect planetary light for signs of oxygen, ozone,
methane, and other signatures of life someday. 

The driving force behind these studies is the hope
that there is life beyond our planet. The human desire
to discover something similar to an Earthlike planet is
of very high value and with new technology and dis-
coveries such as these two studies; it seems like an
obtainable goal.  However, the doubt that our solar sys-
tem (and more specifically Earth) is a phenomenon that
lingers and we still have a long way to go to prove oth-
erwise.

by Kate Murphy
CO- ARTS EDITOR 
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Since the year 2005, there has been much rhetoric
echoing the halls of administrative meetings and grand
Fordham convocations about bettering the university.
Whatever you wish to call it the Strategic Plan, Toward
2016, Joseph McShane’s Evil Master Plan for
Fordham’s Jesuit Domination, or any combination of the
three, the fact is that there are big things going on at your
university right now. However, at least from my per-
spective, there hasn’t been enough done to let the stu-
dents know what is effecting them, or for that matter,
just exactly what is going on at all. There is also the
added dynamic of the current economy, given  the fact
that a good portion of making Fordham better comes
down to how much money we have to spend. In the
interest of all of you people, then, here’s my best shot. It
was, in fact, my own ignorance about 2016 that was the
impetus for writing this article in the first place. If
you’re a total skeptic, like I was when I started, you
might be pleasantly surprised. 

Firstly, a primer on the Strategic Plan itself. On the
academic level, there are a good number of changes hap-
pening to the undergraduate curriculum, though most of
them only affecting future incoming classes. In addition,
there are plans for improving the graduate programs at
Fordham Law and the Graduate School of Business
Administration. More
interestingly, however,
there are also plans regard-
ing the faculty itself, as
well as Fordham Alum
relations. And there is, of
course, the ongoing con-
struction, as well as future
plans for more. But let’s
get back to what you get
out of this.   

Current students are
able to enjoy the develop-
ment and expansion of
“ILCs,” or integrated
learning communities,
which are dedicated sec-
tions of dormitories, or in
the case of the Tierney Hall
“Manresa” program, the
entire dorm itself, which aim to support participating
students in their studies and foster goodwill among stu-
dents with similar interests. There has been for a time
now the Science Integrated Learning Community
(SILC) which has recently expanded in size.
Additionally, CBA is developing a global business com-
munity itself. The ILCs have indeed already provided
positive results, as students taking science courses that
were in SILC have proved to achieve higher marks than
students taking the same courses in no program. The
ILC phenomenon is a positive for those who are given
the privilege, so it may follow that if we are to invest
much effort on groups of students that are continually
growing, why do we not try and make these benefits uni-
versal? I understand that such a task might be quite
large, but in the spirit of continued Fordham improve-
ments, it could become a feasible undertaking. However,
then no one would be special, and everyone wants to be
special .

The majority of focus on curriculum improvement,
however, is getting focused on the next waves of incom-
ing students, with a new Core curriculum as the headlin-
ing act. The administration has also repeatedly touted
itself for Fordham’s newly-found selectivity and lower
acceptance rates, both of which increase the median SAT
and GPA of incoming freshmen and make Fordham look
better.  This has, in turn, been co-opted as part of the
plan itself. I challenge these statistics as well, not for
their veracity, but for how Fordham spins the facts. The
reality is that the current social environment allows
Fordham to be more selective, as more and more
American students are applying for admission every
year. Fordham isn’t necessarily pickier because we’re
just better, but that there is a burgeoning number of

applications. Regardless, the numbers do work in
Fordham’s favor. 

One interesting facet of the 2016 plan that does ben-
efit students today are the faculty-focused initiatives
aimed at bettering the quality of new professors and
quality of life for current professors. The administration
is, of course, always fishing for the most promising
young teaching talent, but it is also lightening the course
load for the faculty, hoping to increase the quality of
their work and also encourage top-rate research and
grant work. This can only, theoretically, improve the
quality of the education that Fordham offers its students,
which ultimately should be the goal of any university. It
should be noted as well that given the financial crunch,
the administration has made keeping current faculty
members a priority over hiring new professors.

By and large, however, when a student thinks about
any sort Fordham improvement, they think of the con-
struction next to Martyrs that will (eventually) be
Campbell Hall. Though the building isn’t slated to be
finished for another two years, we at least have comput-
er-rendered images tied to the chain-link around the
heavy machinery and enormous mounds of earth. In
addition to this, there are talks about new athletic fields,
a renovated Lombardi gymnasium, and most important-
ly, a replacement for the scallop-roofed 1970s eyesore
that is the McGinley Center. Though still in very tenta-

tive planning phases,
there are arrangements
for a large new facility
at Lincoln Center. 

More so than any-
thing else, the main
obstacle that hinders
major change is, of
course, money. While
education and curricu-
lum-based revisions
do not hinge on
Fordham’s wallet,
everything else does.
This brings us to the
alumni. Aside from
fostering goodwill and
developing networks
connecting former stu-
dents, blah, blah, blah,

you can’t convince me that the main focus of Alumni
communications doesn’t come down to donations.
Another point of clarification: the plan is to raise
Fordham’s endowment to $2 billion and to fundraise our
way to $500 million in combined donations by 2016, the
first being our combined investments and funds, the sec-
ond being only donations. In order to do this, McShane
has made great leaps in hitting up bitches for stacks and
stacks of money, raising around $47 million last year
alone. Certainly, the current financial crunch is of conse-
quence for the administration, and indeed there are con-
tingency plans in the works for all areas of spending,
though the future of the economy is still uncertain. Their
first priority, however, is student aid, and there is a block
of money set aside in order for Fordham to be respon-
sive to financial issues students and their families might
face. Kudos to them for putting us first.

Now, I could gripe for page after page about how
much money we’re spending to go here on top of the
ballooning endowment, but I think that I’d be missing
the point. Surely, we would all like to see more and see
it now, a function perhaps of our “what have you done
for me lately?” mentality. However, if it weren’t for the
tuition and donations of our ancestors, there wouldn’t be
a (relatively new) Walsh Library or an O’Hare hall with
matching a Barbie Dreamhouse parking garage for us to
enjoy. By sitting here and forking over our money, we
are paying it forward for future classes, just like every-
one who was here before did for us. It is the nature of the
collegiate beast that we are to pay for things we might
never enjoy so that those who come after us might have
it better than we did. Think of it like providing for 1,700
children every year that you didn’t know you had.

by Alex Gibbons
STAFF LIAR
Bronx, NY — Noted American theologian Father
Joseph M. McShane1 stated last week that he was
disappointed he was not given a role in the enor-
mously anticipated Michael Douglas film Solitary
Man. The movie, for which several scenes were
filmed on Fordham University’s Rose Hill campus,
chronicles the life of Ben Dylan, a reclusive hermit
who lives in the woods and kidnaps local townspeo-
ple to feast upon their succulent flesh.  Apparently, in
exchange for the right to film on Fordham’s beauti-
fully cinematic campus, McShane was promised the
role of Van Douglas Smith, supernatural vigilante
intent upon upholding the humane ideals of the com-
munity.  Unfortunately, the part was given to Danny
DeVito instead.  

Guantanamo Bay, Cuba — Detainees of the noto-
rious Guantanamo Bay are speculative of the so
called “change” President-Elect Barack Obama has
in mind concerning the institution many have consid-
ered their home away from home for almost a
decade.  Obama, who plans to close Gitmo once in
office, apparently did not consult the detainees
before making his momentous announcement.  Larry
Cohen, domestic terrorist and Gitmo member since
2005, was very upset with President-Elect Obama’s
decision.  “I really don’t think Mr. Obama has the
best intentions of the detainees in mind with this
decision,” said Cohen, “seriously, do you know what
three years of constant fluorescent light exposure
will do to one’s biological clock?  How am I expect-
ed to survive in the real world?” Seamus Murphy,
Governor of the detention camp, has made attempts
to address the anxieties of many prisoners, stating
that a rigorous assimilation program has begun to
make the prisoner’s transition from Gitmo to regular
detention camps as seamless as possible.  “Well,
we’ve already moved many prisoner’s at Delta
Sector into small shed like structures, a huge change
from the dog-house sized boxes that previously
housed many inmates, and forays are being made to
make prisoner’s understand the concept of regular
intimidation as opposed to, well, you know, torture.”
Murphy is confident that the program will quite suc-
cessful.

Mexico City, Mexico — In what can only be an
attempt to steal some of the luster of Senator John
McCain’s recent presidential bid, Mexican politician
Alfredo Garcia has adapted the McCain campaigns
“real” America discourse.  Garcia, who began incor-
porating mentions of “real” Mexico in recent stump
speeches, has sternly stated that the idea was strictly
a result of a Garcia advisor and not an imitation of
John McCain’s campaign.  When asked for further
comment as to what “real” Mexico implys, Garcia
responded “it’s just like regular Mexico, just with the
addition of Texas, New Mexico, Nevada, and most of
California.”  

Orange, MA — A small community in
Massachusetts has begun legislation to ban the right
of gay divorce in the area, citing that the community
must “uphold the wickedness and utter humiliation
that constitutes heterosexual divorces.” The group
staunchly opposes the idea of allowing gay marriage,
but has announced that they would gladly honor mar-
ried gay couples’ rights to pretend to be divorced,
including the rights to pretend to go to court, to pre-
tend to move out in a fury of tears and violence, and
to pretend to awkwardly visit children in the compa-
ny of a new, younger and more attractive gay spouse.  

1 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Joseph_M._McShane
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Update and Wrapup 

by Max Siegal
ASSISTANT NEWS EDITOR
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“Move weight, get
money, pimp hoes, get
money. Respect.”



by Charles Hailer
CO-EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

by Ben McLaughlin
NEWS EDITOR 

On November 5th, Americans woke to a political,
social, and cultural climate forever changed by the night
before. Barack Obama’s election provided a tangible
moment of progression in America that seemed unlike-
ly not only years but months ago, finally justifying
America’s self-designated reputation as the world’s bea-
con of equality. On November 5th, however, legislation
was passed in Arizona, Florida, and California that reaf-
firmed the inherent lack of equality in America today,
perpetuating the significant obstacles faced by the gay
community. 

The fundamental ideals of marriage and sex through-
out history have been decidedly one-sided; heterosexu-
al relations as a means of procreation have been the only
acceptable sexual and marital relationships, and the hot-
button issue has garnered an immense amount of atten-
tion since the election. Though voters in Florida and
Arizona were expected to vote closely on the issue, due
to a plethora of older voters with strong religious affili-
ations, California was projected to pass the bill comfort-
ably. Proposition 8, as the bill was titled, offered
Californians the opportunity to either eliminate gay
marriage, or to write it into law. As results poured in on
the night of November 4th, the “No on Prop 8” group
conceded defeat, and the law went into effect immedi-
ately on November 5th.

The attention afforded the topic has heightened due
to the response by the gay community and their support-
ers, as well as a national and international outpouring of
sympathy. Though protests have occurred since results
were announced, Saturday represented a day of peace-
ful demonstration across America and throughout
Europe in favor of same-sex rights and as a denuncia-
tion of the passing of the bill. While lawsuits have been

filed in the California Supreme Court on behalf of the
“No” campaign, and the topic has been met with wide-
spread support, there is little legal precedent for
Californians to regain their right. Though gay mar-
riages were only legalized in California in May, gay
domestic partnerships have been recognized for years

(as in many other states), and the state’s visibility as a
liberal benchmark made the passing of the bill all the
more unlikely. 

Since Obama galvanized other maligned minority
groups to vote for him in the Presidential election, the
demographical voting on Proposition 8 is particularly
surprising. Eighty percent of registered republicans
voted for the bill as a means of protecting tradition
marriage: stating that gay marriage “goes against
nature, tradition, and the bible,” many church groups
pushed for voters who were on the fence by tugging at
their morals and ethics. These undecided voters in
California make up one the most ethnically and reli-

giously diverse populations in the United States.
Though African-Americans voted heavily for Obama,
increasing overall turnout in California, seventy per-
cent voted for Proposition 8. While no all-encompass-
ing figures have been attributed to the Hispanic com-
munity in California, overwhelming Roman
Catholicism in the group surely worked in favor of the
bill. 

What this means, unfortunately, is that in the very
moment many people were voting for affirmation and
equality for racial minorities with the election of our
first African-American President, they were simultane-
ously and somewhat paradoxically voting to marginal-
ize and disenfranchise of a cultural minority.  While the
simultaneously pro-Obama anti-gay message of
Florida and especially traditionally progressive
California could be construed as hypocritical, they are
far from the worst offenses to equality committed on
Election Day.  In Arkansas a bill passed that implicitly
banned gay couples from even being able to adopt or be
foster parents.  While homosexuals were never explic-
itly mentioned in the bill (it banned all unmarried cou-
ples), advocates explicitly played off the religious fear
of southerners in attempting to prevent homosexuals
from being granted the same rights of others.  

There is no denying that America has a troubled past
with race and equality.  But in the shining moment
when millions of people watched a nation overcome an
obstacle few thought they would see in their lifetime, in
the moment America sent a message of liberation and
empowerment to all her people, four states voted to say
that there were still second class citizens.  That people
still didn’t have the right to the pursuit of happiness.  In
electing Barack Obama many felt that America had
taken a giant leap towards becoming a City on a Hill.
But the gay marriage bans passed by a few states
should serve as an important and saddening reminder
of how far we have to go. 

alerts the reader to a school’s perceived un-Catholic
actions, or praises a school’s adherence to their conser-
vative Catholic agenda. Any Catholic school is subject
to their attacks, and no professor (whether clergy or
not) is safe.

One of the group’s primary targets is the staging of
the controversial play The Vagina Monologues at
Catholic universities on “V-Day.” The intent of the
play is to address serious issues of violence against
women in a frank manner. The Cardinal Newman
Society strongly disagrees; the group has labeled the
play as “vulgar” and claims that the play is “sexually
explicit” and “morally offensive;” Reilly himself has
called the play “vile.”

I had the opportunity to speak to Adam Wilson, the
group’s “Outreach Manager,” over the phone on the
subject. Adam specifically cited a specific monologue
that he claimed “glorified” rape and promoted a les-
bian lifestyle. The monologue he was referring to:
“The Little Coochie Snorcher That Could,” details a
thirteen year old girl, who had been sexually abused,
finding comfort in a sexual relationship with an older
woman. In the monologue, the narrator refers to her
relationship with the older woman as her personal “sal-
vation,” a sentiment which the group takes offense to.
Wilson compared Catholic school’s staging of The
Vagina Monologues to a school hosting a speaker who
“glorifies racism,” saying that it simply has no place on
a Catholic campus. In order to deal with preventing
violence against women, their website offers “alterna-
tives” to staging the controversial play, ranging from
holding retreats for women to showing “a truly roman-
tic movie.”

Similarly, the group opposes the recognition of
GLBT groups on Catholic campuses. They are espe-
cially critical of such clubs hosting events such as
“Coming-Out Week” that they claim “promotes” a gay
lifestyle. While Wilson made sure to say that he and
the group believe that homosexuals should be treated
with the decency and respect due to every human
being, their staunch opposition to the homosexual
lifestyle showcases what many would call a backwards

understanding of human sexuality. 
The other high profile issue that the organization is

most vocal about is the question of a woman’s right to
choose. Besides their loud opposition to Justice Breyer
receiving the Fordham-Stein Ethics award, the group is
active in pressuring universities to deny pro-choice fig-
ures to speak on campus (even when such a speaker is
coming to speak on subjects unrelated to the abortion
debate), and barring pro-choice groups from being rec-
ognized by Catholic schools. Their website lists profes-
sors from Catholic schools who donated to the Obama
campaign, citing the oft disproved accusation that
Obama supported partial birth abortion legislation and
his having voted against the Born Alive Infant
Protection Act as reason for singling out academics for
their political support. 

When it comes to politics, Mr. Wilson says that the
group did not advocate voting for either candidate; cit-
ing Obama’s aforementioned pro-choice stance, and
McCain’s support for embryonic stem cell research.
When I asked Mr. Wilson where they stand on the war
in Iraq, he said the group took no position on the issue,
claiming that neither Benedict nor John Paul II had
spoken against the war, a claim that is patently untrue.

It is this writer’s opinion that The Cardinal Newman
Society is a terribly misguided group of ultra-conserva-
tive individuals who operate using tactics that border
on fascist. This is an organization that picks and choos-
es issues to bully universities on; focusing on a denial
of homosexuals’ basic rights and the abortion issue,
while ignoring Pope John Paul II and Benedict’s
repeated condemnations of the war in Iraq. Their belief
that there is a way to respect the dignity of someone
while denying their sexuality belongs somewhere in
the Middle Ages and couldn’t be more antithetical to
the notion of cura personalis, which is so central to the
Jesuit ideal. Their mission to root out dissident theolo-
gians and “heretics” within Catholic universities and
their desire to block a discourse of ideas by forcing
professors to adhere to their warped vision of a
Catholic identity has no place in an institution of high-
er learning. 
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The Cardinal Newman Society has been making rip-
ples at Rose Hill as of late, making the front page of The
Ram several times for their outspoken opposition to
Supreme Court Justice Stephen Breyer receiving
Fordham Law’s Stein Ethics Award.  Given their new-
found newsworthiness at Fordham, the question of what,
exactly, the Cardinal Newman Society is and what they
do seems like a prudent one. The Cardinal Newman
Society is a Virginia-based catholic university watchdog
group the bears the dubious burden of alerting catholic
universities of un-catholic activities on their campus.
Ultra-conservative to the core, the group has earned the
ire of liberal groups, academics, clergy, and administra-
tors of universities around the nation alike. It focuses
largely on hot-button socially conservative issues like
women’s right to chose and homosexual rights issues,
and operates by publicly decrying “dissident” priests,
professors, administrations, and student groups (thus
creating “awareness” of their idea of the “Catholic iden-
tity”). While the extent of the group’s influence is
unclear, as universities are understandably unlikely to
acknowledge such a groups impact, their pointed,
McCarthy-esque rhetoric and wildly atavistic message
should be a major cause for concern amongst Fordham
students.

Since forming in 1993, the group has gone from a
fringe organization of founder Patrick J. Reilly and a
few like minded neoconservative Catholics to a nation-
wide organization with over 20,000 members. Reilly,
who claims he is on a mission from God, graduated from
Fordham in the class 1991 and was an editor for The
Ram. During his time at Rose Hill he was vocal in his
opposition to the recognition of a gay and lesbian club
on campus and made his hard line conservative opinions
on such issues well known. He went on from Fordham
to receive a master’s degree in public administration
from American University before founding the group.

While obviously not reticent to turn his organization’s
critical guns on his alma mater, the range of their influ-
ence spans the entire nation. Their web site prominently
features “Campus Messages,” small blurbs that either

Proposition 8? More like Proposition H-8

The Cardinal Newman Society
WARNING: Misguided Advocacy Group Does Not Make Tasty Salad Dressing

Gay and Lesbian Couples Slighted in November 5th Decision

FAIL.
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