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Everyone Else Told to “Figure Things Out”
the bill, the government will still be buying the same
investments and securities choked slowly to death by
the housing market with the capital borrowed by the
U.S. government from foreign markets. The initial
investment will actually be only $250 billion, with
another $100 billion avail-
able at the request of the
U.S. Treasury and the
remaining $350 billion
waiting patiently for future
consideration and another
Congressional vote. In
spending this money, the
government essentially
makes the American tax-
payer a stockholder in vari-
ous banks and investment
groups on Wall Street,
though in an entirely pas-
sive manner. If everything
recovers in grand fashion,
we could very well not
need to spend the full $700
billion and taxpayers could theoretically see a return on
our investment. This, of course, is nonsense, as Joe Six-
Pack is paying no money (read: Good news! We’re not
actually going to be taxed in order to pay for the
bailout), but instead the U.S. National Debt is just going
down the toilet for some more hundred billions.

However, if there is no
miraculous rebound and our
economy continues to
decline, we’re totally
screwed. 

In order to get enough
Congressmen and women to
vote in favor of the bill, how-
ever, there was a fair amount
of earmarking, though not all
of it is total pork. The
Federal Deposit Insurance
Corporation will now be
insuring individual savings
up to $250,000 instead of
$100,000 in hopes of again
restoring confidence among
the public that their money is
safe. Also included are tax
credits for the production of
solar, wind and other renew-
able energy and an adjust-
ment to spare middle-class
families from paying the
alternative minimum tax, a
provision mainly for wealthy

individuals that does not allow affected taxpayers to
claim state and local deductions when paying their fed-
eral income tax. A significantly larger quotient of

Republicans ended up changing their votes (65 dis-
senters on Monday the 29 versus the 91 who passed it
last Friday) the second time around after what the
President called a “stern talking-to.”  

What many politicians are now focusing on, howev-
er, are the actual problems at
hand in the American econo-
my. The current recession is
the result of the subprime
mortgage greedfest and the
subsequent domino effect on
many of the entangled markets
and divisions of the invest-
ment economy. The President,
Secretary Paulson, Senators
Obama and McCain have all
publicly echoed the senti-
ments of slow recovery and
systemic change now rum-
bling in Congress. However,
the rhetorical question left to
be asked is: what exactly can
be done? The very nature of

our capitalist economy is how we got ourselves into this
little quagmire; it’s the ups and downs of the free mar-
ket. We need new regulations, sure, but with the gov-
ernment already pumping massive amounts of money
into Wall Street and nationalizing corporations, there
are already fears in Washington of too many big Red
hands in the piggie bank. The bailout does not do any-
thing to solve the inherent problems with the economy,
nor does it guarantee a way out of the slump that we
have been suffering. It is, in essence, another big fat
expenditure coming out of a Bush-league White House
trying to boost the economy. The Economic Stimulus
Act of months past may have put a few hundred dollars
into the hands of many Americans, but it came right
alongside of increases of many basic commodities,
including milk, flour, and that always-desirable crude
oil. The next few weeks will hopefully see some posi-
tive resolve as the first black-tar cocktail of capital is
injected into the economy. 

So here’s the final roundup: JP Morgan Chase owns
Bear Stearns and now Washington Mutual, Bank of
American bought Countrywide Financial and Merrill
Lynch, the federal government bailed out Fannie Mae
and Freddie Mac and then nationalized AIG, Michael
Jackson owns the rights to most of the songs recorded
by The Beatles, and Wachovia was on the auction block
and is now apparently merging with Wells Fargo. For
the record, that’s more partner swapping than occurs at
most wine-soaked yacht club dinner parties and about
as relevant to middle class Americans that now have an
additional $2,300 added to their share of our national
debt thanks to the freshly-minted bailout plan. In the
event of a total fucking meltdown, refer back to page 2
of this issue for the paper’s list of recession-proof
investments, because lord knows we’re in one now.

With what was reported to be a “macaroni-and-
cheese-colored Crayola crayon,” President Bush signed
what has come to be known affectionately as the “$700
billion bail-out” plan last Friday after it was ratified by
both the Senate and the House of Representatives. The
bill was passed in the Senate by a vote of 74-25 and in
the House by a vote of 263-171. President Bush, in a
press conference after the House decision, said that “in
coming together we have acted boldly to prevent a cri-
sis on Wall Street becoming a crisis in communities
across the country.” He then smiled broadly, eyebrows
in wild affect, marking the bill with a bright orange
“X.” 

On Sept. 19, Treasury Secretary Henry M. Paulson
Jr. proposed a sweeping bailout of financial institutions
battered by bad mortgages and a loss of investor confi-
dence. Paulson’s three-page drafted proposal, the
Troubled Asset Rescue Plan (or “TARP”), asked
Congress for $700 billion to buy up mortgage-backed
securities (read: investments whose value depended on
the housing market, which have now tanked) whose
value had dropped sharply or has become impossible to
sell. This, in theory, would effectively provide an infu-
sion of capital, reducing investor doubts about stability
and increasing consumer confidence. This failed
wholesale in Congress, with Democrats worrying about
such hasty action, or any action for that matter, and
Republicans up in
arms screaming about
Socialism or some-
thing. There was a
resounding lack of
confidence, despite
rhetoric from both
sides of the aisle about
how high hopes were
with regards to pass-
ing it. And then, in
response to
Congress’s pussy-
footing, traders seem-
ingly lost faith in
America actually hav-
ing an economy and
the Dow dropped 777
points. Jackpot! 

After a two-day
recess for Rosh
Hashanah, the Jewish
New Year, Paulson
and the rest of his leg-
islator buddies went
back to the drawing
board. What came out of that was the 451-page
Emergency Economic Stabilization Act (H.R. Bill
1424), which I will now fail to explain clearly. Through
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Gotcha!

It would be fairly foolish to expect politicians to
willingly give straight-forward answers that fully satis-
fy the questions asked by journalists. They, in their
attempt to court voters, are trying with all their might to
answer in such a way that is beneficial to their image
and does not expose weakness. It makes sense that
they would try to change the subject, answer
euphemistically, or do anything else to avoid tough
questions. This is a sad reality, but a reality
nonetheless.

But for politicians to vocally and repeatedly
assert their right to ignore questions on subjects
they don’t wish to discuss is a dangerous develop-
ment in recent American presidential politics. For
candidates to attribute their inability to answer pol-
icy questions that they should know to “gotcha
journalism,” to turn their shortcomings into a
scheme by the media is an affront to everything a
modern press is supposed to stand for. While both
campaigns are certainly guilty of being evasive and
of pushing their own agendas at the cost of sub-
stantive answers, it is the McCain-Palin camp that
has increasingly resorted to strategies that aim to
discredit journalists.

During a September 29th interview with CBS
News, Katie Couric asked the Republican candi-
dates a question regarding the discrepancy between
their previous statements on cross border raids into
Pakistan. McCain had criticized Democratic nomi-
nee Barack Obama for publicly stating that he
would attack targets in Pakistani territory, but dur-
ing a public appearance, Sarah Palin was quoted as say-
ing that she too was in favor of strikes across the border
in response to a voter’s question. Though it was certain-
ly legitimate for Couric to ask for an explanation on a
perceived inconsistency, Senator McCain quickly
termed the gaffe a “gotcha soundbite” in which Palin
was a victim. When asked what the situation had taught
her, Palin responded that “this is all really about gotcha
journalism, but that’s ok.” 

There is something truly terrifying about what is

going on here. In a presidential election, it is the role of
the press to grill these candidates for all of us. If the
possible future vice president (and given the age of
McCain, president) thinks that global warming is not
man made, or thinks that the health care crisis in this
country can be solved with a $5,000 tax credit, or isn’t
knowledgeable in important areas of foreign policy, it is
the duty of the media to let the electorate know this. Just

because Sarah Palin was unable to answer tough ques-
tions posed to her Charlie Gibson or Katie Couric or a
voter in a restaraunt, does not expose “gotcha” ques-
tioning, or a scheme by journalists to make her look
bad. It makes clear her ineptitude.

It was during the October 2nd vice presidential
debate that Gov. Palin most clearly enunciated the idea
that she, not an interviewer, journalist, or moderator,
would choose what she would speak about. Several
times throughout the night, she refused to talk on the

topic provided by moderator Gwen Ifill, returning
instead to subjects she preferred or attacks on Senator
Obama. After failing to answer questions about her run-
ning mate’s stances on both healthcare and business
deregulation, she boldly stated, “And I may not answer
the questions that either the moderator or you want to
hear, but I’m going to talk straight to the American peo-
ple.”

On October 3rd, in an interview with Fox News’
Carl Cameron, the VP candidate explained how she
felt about her two previous interviews with Couric.
Palin explained that she was “annoyed” after the
interviews. Couric, one of those “gotcha” journalists,
had been asking her the wrong questions; she had
“missed her chance,” despite the fact that the CBS
anchor had asked her tough questions on most of the
major issues of the campaign. The governor had this
to say about the interviews: “No matter what you say,
you’re gonna get clobbered. If you choose to answer
a question you’re gonna get clobbered on the answer,
if you choose to try and pivot and go onto another
subject that you think Americans want to hear about,
you get clobbered for that too.” 

The line of logic behind Gov. Palin’s debate eva-
sions and comments about the Couric interview is,
the put it bluntly, absurd. If she wanted to speak
directly to the American people and not follow the
format of a moderator, a structured debate was prob-
ably not the best place to do so. The point of a debate
is for the audience to hear how a candidate responds
to questions posed by a third party. Gov Palin want-
ed to give a speech.

But to take exception with getting slammed for
“pivoting and going onto another subject” is truly

shocking. It makes clear one of two things:

1. Palin lacks a basic understanding of what an inter-
view entails.
2. Palin thinks she’s found a pretty nifty way to deal
with those annoying journalists.

Or maybe its both.

O.J. Found Guilty in Kidnapping Trial:
Fourth Naked Gun Sequal Cancelled

by Bill Donahue
CO-EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

Thirteen years to the day after his infamous “not
guilty” verdict was read at the conclusion of his murder
trial, OJ Simpson became a convicted felon on com-
pletely unrelated charges. On October 3, 2008, the NFL
Hall of Famer and Heisman trophy winner was convict-
ed on 12 charges of armed robbery and kidnapping in a
courtroom in Las Vegas. 
The conviction stems from a September 13, 2007 event
where he and five other men broke into a room at the
Palace Station Hotel and Casino in Las Vegas and stole
hundreds of articles of sports memorabilia from two
dealers while holding them at gunpoint.  Four of the
accomplices accepted plea bargains in exchange for
their testimony against Simpson and his co-defendant,
Clarence Stewart. One of the accomplices said, accord-
ing to the Los Angeles Times, that Simpson asked them
to bring guns and directed him to “look menacing”
while they forcibly removed the memorabilia. The two
memorabilia dealers, Bruce L. Fromong and Alfred
Beardsley, were led to believe that they would be show-
ing the items to a prospective buyer on behalf of
Thomas Riccio.  Riccio, a memorabilia auctioneer,
secretly recorded the incident in question and sold said
recordings to gossip website TMZ.com for a sum of
$150,000. He also received immunity in the case for

cooperating with prosecutors.
While the current Simpson trial has not garnered nearly
as much media attention as his 1995 trial, the former
trial has had a significant impact on the current proceed-
ings. In 1995, Simpson was charged with two counts of
first-degree murder in the deaths of his ex-wife, Nicole
Brown Simpson, and her friend, Ronald Goldman. On
June 12, 1994 the two were found stabbed to death in
Brown Simpson’s home in Los Angeles. Forensic evi-
dence recovered from the scene led Los Angeles police
to consider OJ Simpson as a suspect. After a low-speed
highway chase and circus-like, ten-month trial,
Simpson was found not guilty on either of the charges.
The trial itself spurred wild media coverage and boiling
racial tensions between black and white Americans.
Many believed Simpson to be the murderer who was
left off the hook by his legal team who cited several
“reasonable doubts” as to his guilt. Simpson’s convic-
tion in a 1997 civil suit finding him “legally responsi-
ble” for the deaths of Brown Simpson and Goldman, as
well as the almost-publication of his 2006 book If I Did
It contributed to public speculation of his guilt.
Several persons involved with the current trial claim
that there has been “spillover effect” from Simpson’s
murder trial. Clark County, Nevada prosecutors have
been criticized for hounding Simpson from the outset of
this case. “This case has never been about a search for
the true facts,” said Simpson’s lawyer, Yale Galanter, to

the New York Times. “This case has taken on a life of
its own because Mr. Simpson’s involved.”  Their
defense for the case claimed that Simpson was simply
trying to acquire from the Fromong and Beardsley per-
sonal affects that were taken from his house, a defense
that prosecuting attorney Chris Owens called “arro-
gant.”  Galanter continued, “I can tell you from the
beginning [of the trial] my biggest concern was whether
or not the jury would be able to separate their very
strong feelings about Mr. Simpson and judge him fairly
and honestly.” Though the jurors for the current trial
were thoroughly interviewed regarding their opinions of
Simpson’s image and his previous trial, none of the
jurors were African-American. Galanter cites this fact
as one of his arguments for a promised appeal of the
verdict.
Simpson’s co-defendant, Clarence Stewart, and his
attorney, Brent Bryson, also promised an appeal. “If
there was ever a case that should have been severed in
the history of jurisprudence,” Bryson said, “it’s this
case.” Bryson claimed that evaluation of Stewart’s role
in the case was negatively impacted by the cloud of sus-
picion hovering over Simpson. 
The kidnapping convictions carry a minimum five-year
prison sentence and a possible life sentence. Armed rob-
bery carries a sentence of at least two and possibly thir-
ty years in prison.  Both Stewart and Simpson are due
for sentencing on December 5.

Sara Germano
CO-ARTS EDITOR

page 4 october 8, 2008   the paper

The Danger of Palin’s War on Journalism



october 8, 2008   the paper page 5

In the ultra-Orthodox Jewish communities of Israel,
fundamentalist zealots have banded together to form
“modesty patrols” which seek to punish behavior
deemed unchaste and eliminate sinful influence on the
Hebrew nation. These groups have thrown rocks and
spat at women for wearing provocative clothing (any-
thing not close necked and long sleeved), set fires to
protest impiety, littered the cities with posters and liter-
ature denouncing secular influence and
immodesty, and vandalized stores that they
believe promote this ungodly secular
behavior, such as electronic stores and
clothing stores. Without a doubt, it’s a sad
state of affairs in Israel right now, especial-
ly when we remember the sixties, a time
when stoned and immodestly dressed was a
way of life.

Many Israelis are dismayed at the vio-
lence and the influence that such funda-
mentalist ideals have on the politics of the
region. “They are stupid troublemakers
who are bringing shame and disgrace on
this holy community,” 50 year old
Jerusalem teacher Yitzhak Polack said of
the modesty patrols. However, some
believe that this crusade for modesty is a
righteous one. “These breaches of purity
and modesty endanger our community,”
insists local Israeli Elchanen Blau, “If it takes fire to
get them to stop, then so be it.” Electronics stores that
sell items such as MP4 players or other devices that
allow internet access, and thus, access to immodest
material, have been vandalized and set on fire with
cries of “This store burns souls!” Clothing stores that
carried garments deemed sinful by the ultra-Orthodox
community have been vandalized as well, their store-
fronts defaced and merchandise destroyed with bleach. 

The modesty patrols find little opposition from area
religious figures. Rabbis tend to quietly approve of the
modesty mission as it helps secure their reputations as

keepers of the faith. Yet, those that may disagree with
the methods imposed by the blandness brigades are
effectively muted by the possibly violent aftermath and
the inherent hypocrisy in a man of the faith speaking out
against those that claim to champion modesty and piety.
Occasionally, they’ll condemn violence, but they are
largely powerless, as it is the militants who set the sta-
tus quo in the region, both socially and politically. The
implementation of the zealot crusaders has split the
popular opinion of the region. Some wholeheartedly

support the extinction of secu-
lar culture while others feel
terrorized and oppressed by
the fundamentalist practices,
knowing that any shred of
perceived public impiety
could yield dire conse-
quences.

The violence dished out by
the modesty patrols has added
to the antagonism between the
600,000 Haredim, or ultra-
Orthodox people of the
region, and the secular major-
ity largely resents the involve-
ment of religious law in
regional policy.  The modesty
patrols are religious vigi-
lantes, operating outside of
the bounds of the law yet
mainly within the sphere of

public, religious acceptance. They operate in a society
that has granted them power and jurisdiction far beyond
that which their numbers would dictate due to the
Haredim’s historically tremendous pull in Israeli coali-
tion politics.     The Jerusalem police force has recently
clashed horns with the modesty enforcers in the city’s
ultra-Orthodox communities, vowing to put an end to
the violence that the vigilantes perpetrate in full confi-
dence that they are doing G-d’s work. This past June, a
group of seven men armed with bats and tear gas
entered the residence of a woman in the ultra-Orthodox

neighborhood of Marlordafnor where they mercilessly
beat her based on the incorrect assumption that she was
a prostitute. The woman contends that slander masks
the real reason for the attack. “I began legal proceed-
ings against my divorced husband because he took my
three children to America,” asserts the woman identi-
fied only as Makhal, “It happened at the same time as
this incident. In the Haredi sector a woman has no
rights.” The man charged over the assault on Makhal
was not a member of the Haredi community but was
found to be a hired gun for a modesty patrol, having
received two thousand dollars for dealing out the
vicious beating. Because of these vigilantes parts of
Jerusalem are danger zones where mere suspicion is all
the provocation needed for an attack. 

As per Haredim mandate, public transportation does
not operate on Saturday, the Jewish Sabbath, and the
state, nurturing religious sensitivities, has subsidized
gender segregated bus routes that service Haredim
neighborhoods. Furthermore, issues like marriage and
divorce, which are matters of State in progressive
nations such as the U.S., are fully controlled by Rabbis
and religious leaders in the nation of Israel.     

The Haredim community in Israel is growing sub-
stantially in size and influence. Despite being nearly
isolated from the outside world, the ultra-Orthodox
community’s incessant spread across the city is increas-
ingly drawing it into conflict with the moderate, secu-
lar mainstream of Jewish society in Jerusalem. These
communities and their sponsorship of modesty patrols
no doubt hinder progress for Israel and its capital city
in the realm of modern politics. In order for Israel to
make any significant steps forward in the new century,
they’ll need to weed out the Orthodox influence in the
Israeli parliament so that fundamentalism can no longer
dictate the law of the land. ultra Orthodox fanatics are
a cancer to Israel, causing internal destruction that
rivals any threat posed by external enemies. All
bullschnitzle aside, the term ultra-Orthodox is just a
euphemism for fundamentalist-primitive, and the influ-
ence that this group has on Israel is nothing but count-
er-productive.

by Ben McLaughlin
NEWS EDITOR

The dourness ever-etched on British Prime Minister
Gordon Brown’s face is more justified than ever these
days. As the American economy toils in mammoth
ways, under a lambasted President and bickering con-
gress, Americans may find it hard to grasp the issues in
other countries, even the large first world countries that
are counted on as allies. The bailout plan that one hopes
will act as a successful remedy for the current econom-
ic crisis is a sign of bipartisan cooperation; furthermore,
the fact that the government can tap into hundreds of
billions of dollars of taxpayer money is an advantage
that only the world’s richest democratic country can
really afford. But what about the other wealthy coun-
tries that are feeling the pinch? If the American econo-
my is somehow rescued by the bailout plan, what will
become of the allies who have no such options? This
lack of solutions has seen Brown, and the Labour Party
as a result, become increasingly more unpopular since
he succeeded Tony Blair. Just as so much change is
approaching in America, Brown and his country are
reeling from numerous financial issues and being chal-
lenged by a youthful and relevant conservative party. 

Since Blair and Brown entered the upper echelon of
English politics as a tag-team in 1997, Blair was the
visage of leadership, and Brown was the backbone of
the economy. Blair instated him as Chancellor the
Exchequer, in essence the head of the economy, and he
utilized his ten years in the position to liberalize many
of the conservative policies in place when John Major
and Margaret Thatcher were Prime Ministers. The focal
points of Labor’s general election campaign were
healthcare and the economy, two issues on which
Brown massively increased spending; furthermore, he
paved the way for the Bank of England to become fully
independent, in turn giving it the responsibility to set

interest rates. As Chancellor he was a successful econo-
mist in theory and in practice. The ideas he had fit
squarely in line with the big government policies of
‘new Labour,’ and up until the Iraq War, he was an
almost monarchial choice to succeed Blair as Prime
Minister. However, with Blair’s approval ratings dip-
ping to Bush-esque numbers, some thought that a snap
election would be the answer or even a party referen-
dum to decide who should be Britain’s next leader.
Though Brown was installed comfortably—it was a
foregone conclusion for ten years—his leadership is
now more questioned then ever, and in the current eco-
nomic climate, people are starting to wonder why the
financial genius can’t seem to solve Britain’s problems. 

While Brown stepped into a tedious position post-
Blair, he did nothing to endear himself to the public. In
his 2007 Budget, his last as Chancellor, he abolished the
ten percent tax rate for the poorest people in Britain,
affecting approximately 5.1 million people, pushing
them into the bracket for the next highest earners who
pay 20 percent taxes. Going against the grain of all lib-
eral policies which try to prop up the poor on some
level, the plan was lambasted. In a thorough and embar-
rassing about face, when Brown was installed as Prime
Minister, his Chancellor Alistair Darling removed the
tax, cut the tax rate for over 20 million people, and uti-
lized 2.7 billion pounds to reimburse the people affect-
ed by the tax. The gloss of a potential Brown leadership
was officially gone. In the midst of this, a host of
Labour backbenchers, as well as a few senior party
members were hesitant to thrust their support behind
Brown.  A fatalistic attitude was sweeping through the
party after serious losses in house seats, and the rejuve-
nated Conservative party, led by Blair clone David
Cameron, is passionately appealing to the conservative
English base. 

However, for now, thoughts of a new election, a new
ruling party, or a new Prime Minister, are too far ahead

to think about. The status of the economy, as in every
other prominent Capitalist country, is in disarray right
now, and with Brown perceived to be the expert to pull
the United Kingdom out of the abyss, fewer people are
calling for upheaval then before. 

Brown’s attempt to quell the effects of the credit
crunch can be seen in the shoring up of British banks
like Northern Rock, which was on the verge of going
bankrupt before it was nationalized by Brown. Unlike
in the United States however, there is no cut and dry
system to protect customers of small banks who go
bust. Hence, there is a far greater distribution of money
by English customers. As is currently written  into law
in England, all deposits under 35,000 pounds are pro-
tected by the government, but some are wondering if
even that is enough. The Irish government, in an
unprecedented maneuver,  has guaranteed all bank
deposits as of last week, which has been derided by
some economic experts and by the European Union, but
welcomed by the Irish public. In Germany, Chancellor
(equivalent of President or Prime Minister) Angela
Merkel stated “your deposits are safe…The federal
government assures it,” in spite of Germany’s second
biggest bank, Hypo Real Estate, being on the verge of
collapse.  In Iceland, pessimism is widespread. Interest
rates are at 15 percent, banks are being nationalized fre-
quently, and the President has warned that financial cri-
sis is “massive.” All this happens in the wake of
European Leaders meeting in Paris and agreeing that
there would be a cooperative and unified approach to
solving the financial crisis. However, with economies at
a standstill and decisions being second-guessed rapidly,
it is hard to see what will be solved without the securi-
ty blanket of an extra 700 billion dollars. No matter
how unified the approach, Europe will struggle to settle
it’s varying economies, and darker days are ahead,
darker even than those of the United States. England,
most likely, will be hit harder than the rest.

Fear of Sex: Not Just a Catholic Problem Anymore

Gordon Brown Not So Prime a Minister

By Timmy Reis 
STAFF ZOHAN

How Ultra-Orthodox “Modesty Patrols” Are Terrifying The Holy Land

“Absolutely not.”
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by Bill Donahue and Charles Hailer
STAFF LIARS

Chicago, IL – Embattled Democratic Presidential
candidate Barack Obama is looking to take the
“funny name” issue off of the agenda of political dis-
course once and for all by placing an apostrophe
after the “O” in his last name, and will henceforth go
by the name Barry O’Bama. With this maneuver, the
O’Bama campaign is looking to pick up some signif-
icant numbers in the much ballyhooed culturally
myopic voting bloc, a voting bloc that might have
otherwise overlooked Mr. O’Bama’s solid healthcare
plan and bipartisan message because his name was
“too weird.” The reaction from the highly contested
Mid-West has been overwhelmingly positive as polls
indicate that many voters are now more likely to
believe that O’Bama is, in fact, an American. 

Bronx, NY – As a solution to increasing protests
from the local Belmont community about the late-
night antics of Fordham University students, offi-
cials from the Jesuit institution today announced a
plan that would “bring about a solution.” Under the
new plan, Fordham will continue to increase its
enrollment while guaranteeing less and less on-cam-
pus housing and encouraging more students to move
into the local community. “Eventually,” University
President and noted American theologian1 Joseph
McShane told reporters earlier this week, “everyone
in the neighborhood will just, you know, leave.”
Sodexho is reportedly in talks to purchase all of the
187th street “three dollar subs” bodegas, which will
subsequently be renamed “twelve dollar prison
food.”

Washington, DC – To address recent concerns
voiced in the presidential and vice presidential
debates, the US Department of the Interior today
ordered all “Main Streets” across the nation to have
their names changed to “Wall Street.” Government
spokespeople say that the streets whose names
change have officially been moved from the “We
Could Not Give A Shit” category into the “Deserves
$700 Billion” category, a key switch in the eyes of
many economic analysts. 

Fordham University – A group of male students
protested outside Alumni Court South last week,
angered by the frequent allusion to the pseudo-
demographic “Joe Sixpack” by presidential candi-
dates and political pundits in recent weeks. Carrying
signs that bore the groups name, “Chad 30pack,” and
singing the tradition protest anthem “Don’t Stop
Believing” by Journey, the group’s members defiant-
ly marched from 1:15 to 1:45, hoping to make their
message heard. “We just really don’t like that these
Washington fags are gonna tell us we drink six-
packs,” said the groups founder and spokesperson
Chad O’Malley. “We drink fucking 30s, bro.” The
statement was immediately followed by several beer
bongs and a drunken orgy.

1 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Joseph_M._McShane

People love to celebrate.  Christians celebrate
Christmas, Jews celebrate Hanukkah, Pirates cele-
brate Talk Like a Pirate Day.  Talk like a Pirate Day,
which was September 19th, was celebrated in a
delayed way on the 26th when a group of Somali
pirates hijacked a Ukranian freighter off the eastern
coast of Africa.  The freighter, the MV Faina, which
was headed for Nairobi, Kenya, turned out to be
chock full of Russian tanks, grenade launchers and
other miscellaneous armaments.  The pirates are
currently holding the boat, it’s crew and it’s con-
tents ransom, in what may be one of the most
brazen acts of piracy recently seen on the world
stage.

Piracy, however, is nothing new to Somalia.
Because the country has been engaged in a variety
of civil wars over the past score of years, a national
willingness and capability to enforce anti-piracy
laws is non-exis-
tent.  The origins of
Somali piracy are
actually an interest-
ing case study.
Once Somalia
turned into the law-
less state it is today,
a wide variety of
commercial fisher-
men and waste
dumpers turned to
the lawless Somali
waters to catch a
ton of fish and
dump illegal waste.
Many Somalis,
deciding that hav-
ing poisoned water
and no fish was a
bad thing, began to
patrol their coasts
in small pseudo-
militia groups.
They would then board the ships and demand a tax
to discourage fishing.  This, in turn, turned into
boarding every ship they could find and demanding
a ransom, which, more often than not, was paid.
Because Somalia has almost no navy, the pirates
were seldom caught. They then would spend their
ransom on bigger and faster boats, ransacking the
high seas further in a wonderful cycle of looting and
pillaging on the Somali coast.  It has become so
prevalent that the International Maritime Piracy
Reporting Center in Kuala Lumpur has extended
their warning radius from 50 miles off the coast in
2003 to 200 miles off the coast today.  Due to the
volatile political situation on land, the vast majority
of the time the ransom is paid.  There is almost no
way to identify or persecute the responsible parties,
and the cost of having the pirates kill everyone and
scuttle the ship often outweighs the monetary
demands.

Apparently the MV Faina had picked up its
cargo, which contained 33 T-72 tanks, in the Baltic
and was attacked by pirates approximately 200
miles off of the Sudanese coast.  Shortly after the
hijacking the ship was surrounded by an array of
multinational naval forces that possess the capabil-
ity to explode them into steel confetti that will rain
down like New Year’s Eve in Times Square.
However, the naval forces are holding back because
the crew of the ship, including a 14 year-old boy, is
still on board, and because the contents of the tanker
are valuable and legal.  Sort of.  

While the tanker’s charter stated the destination of the
arms as Kenya, there is much international suspicion that
they were, in fact, headed towards Sudan.  While peace
accords signed after the Sudanese civil war banned the sale
of heavy arms to the Southern half’s government, much of
the power in Kenya still has close ties to the former
Sudanese People’s Liberation Army, which now governs the
southern half of Sudan.  Because Kenya is a stable and pros-
perous nation (especially by African standards), the concept
of a civil war right next door is highly unappealing.
Furthermore, because of Kenya’s stability, there would
appear to be little or no need for the massive amount of
weaponry and armor that they have picked up recently.
While the Kenyan government vehemently (and hysterical-
ly) denies these accusations, a recent press release by the
United States Navy seems to confirm them.  What else is
interesting is that in much of the media these pirates have
been portrayed as hapless but incredibly fortunate.  To open
the hold of a tanker and find 33 full sized Ruskie tanks and
an armory of other weapons is certainly fortunate, but some
have expressed doubt as to the randomness of their fortune.

The pirates have ties not only
to Somali warlords and minis-
ters, but also appear to have
contacts in Mombasa, Kenya
and all along the African coast.
Seeing as how recent pirate
attacks have netted an average
of 1.5 million dollars per ship
(of over 50 attacked and 28
seized so far this year), it does-
n’t seem like it would be
impossible to bribe someone to
tell you that there’s a ship full
of war-grade military equip-
ment.  While the Somali’s
would have an incredibly diffi-
cult time actually taking the
tanks (for Christ’s sake, how
hard are those to track down?),
the rocket-propelled grenades
and other, smaller arms are
incredibly valuable in a country
where much law is laid down
by the sword.  In a way, these

pirates have helped to expose an international arms-smug-
gling operation.

Similarly, several weeks ago the Iranian ship MV Iran
Deyanat was hijacked by (you guessed it) Somali pirates.
While the manifest of the ship contained solely minerals, it
is purported that negotiations revealed the ship was actual-
ly carrying small arms and chemical weapons sent from Iran
to aid Somalia’s Islamist militants.  Lending further cre-
dence to these suspicions is the fact that many of the pirates
onboard died of what was apparently chemical poisoning.
While the pirates initially attempted to ransom the ship to
the Iranian government, an Iranian press report claims that
the United States government offered seven million dollars
for the right to search the frigate and verify claims that the
Iranian government is sponsoring Islamic militant violence
in East Africa.

As we stand right now, the MV Faina is sitting of the
Somali coast, surrounded by high powered warships, with a
cargo of Russian tanks and weapons and a hostage crew.
The pirates, who originally demanded thirty-five million,
have dropped their demand down to twenty.  The thing is,
they will probably get away with it.  Those tanks alone are
worth more than twenty mil, and it would cost a lot of
money to un-scuttle a ship of that size.  The 11,000 ton
Faina would be incredibly difficult to secure with a small
tactical squad and even if the pirates were captured alive, it
would be horrendously difficult to prosecute them.  Somali
court might not be in session for a while.  So like the pirates
of yore, these AK-47 wielding, sandal wearing pirates of the
Horn of Africa may very well sail off into the sunset, leav-
ing intrigue, shell casings and cigar butts in their wake.
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The VVP DDebates!The VVP DDebates!
The vice presidential debate, moderated by Gwen

Iflinn, took place on October 2nd, and was a bit less
depressing than the Disney Channel argument between
Senators Obama and McCain about a week earlier.
Like their principals, Senator Biden and Governor Palin
seemed to answer their questions in a very cryptic man-
ner. Their explanations were either overburdened by the
flaccid executive discourse expected in the Presidential
debates or indecipherably spoken in the language of
“Main Street America.”  However, both candidates
seemed to do a good job given their expectations;
Senator Biden refrained from making any ridiculous
and incriminating statements while Governor Palin,
well, Governor Palin formed complete sentences.

Still, one should refrain from being too critical of
Governor Palin’s delivery, as anyone thrust into the
national spotlight after being a fairly unknown
Governor from Alaska would have a hard time elo-
quently expressing his or her views under pressure.
Many were expecting a bloodbath of massive propor-
tions; for me, fleeting visions of Palin repeating the
cringe worthy gaffes she let loose in her interviews with
Katie Couric and Charlie Gibson seemed to fill my
every idle moment devoid of thought. But Palin did a
great job keeping her composure, and used her simple
hokey persona to her advantage.  Biden’s rhetoric was
different, but equally as cheesy; while Palin utilized her
middle-class momness, Biden sounded like the official
town crier of Scranton, PA (so this one time I was talk-
ing to Joey McDermott over at Finnegan’s and uh…he
really doesn’t like these gas prices).  

Appropriately enough, the debate opened with a
question concerning the current financial crisis and
whether or not the arguments in Washington showed
“the best of Washington, or the worst of Washington.”
Senator Biden answered by outlining Senator Obama’s
own criteria for any rescue plan, and taking a shot at the
economic policies of the Bush administration.  Palin’s
response concerned soccer games and John McCain’s

own status as a party reformer.  Neither Palin’s response
nor Biden’s really answered the question, setting the
tone for the rest of the debate.  This aversion to answer-
ing the questions plainly was resonant in each of the
candidates’ next responses, causing Iflinn to reprimand
both Biden and Palin. 

In the end, it seemed apparent that Biden was vic-
torious.  Palin’s responses often seemed rehearsed and
devoid of personality, and on several occasions she bla-
tantly avoided questions to emphasize some “maver-

ick” policy of John McCain’s campaign.  When asked
to respond about Senator Biden’s lambasting of John
McCain’s healthcare policy, Palin instead opted to talk
about taxes, later saying “and I may not answer the
questions that either the moderator or you want to hear,
but I’m going to talk straight to the American people
and let them know my track record also.”  It seemed as
though Governor Palin wrestled with what exactly
these debates entail.

Biden won cheap points by choking up while talk-
ing about the difficulties of being a single parent, but
his sincerity was there, and he spoke with a certain
sagacity.  He praised his running mate Barack Obama,
but made it apparent that he would not hesitate to dis-
agree with Senator Obama’s policies.  And though nei-
ther vice presidential candidate seemed especially out-
standing, Palin’s cheerleader idiom had no place on the
floor.

So after two debates, once presidential and one vice
presidential, it seems that we can accurately predict
what future debates will bring.  If things continue as
they have, spectators can expect a similarly bland
method of dialogue, a generally smug attitude behind
the podiums, and not a whole lot of difference between
what is being said on behalf of the Democrats or
Republicans.  John Stewart made a great point on “The
Daily Show” when he mentioned how political dis-
course in the last few months of these campaigns has
become amazingly confusing. Candidates seem too
cowardly to mention their true beliefs and policies,
Stewart said. Instead, they opt to blanket their state-
ments under a preposterous amount of aurally pleasing
discourse and patriotism. Last week’s debate proved no
exception.

While millions of intelligent Americans were wait-
ing breathlessly for the climactic bit of Palin-destruc-
tion schadenfruede on Thursday night, the McCain
campaign withdrew with honor from the state of
Michigan, giving up on that state’s crucial seventeen
electoral votes. The Michigan pull-out marks a new low
for the Republican Presidential effort after three weeks
where John McCain struggled to find footing on the
growing issue of how to handle the new economic cri-
sis. After suspending his campaign in an attempt single-
handedly fix the economy, McCain earned himself the
ire of David Letterman and thoroughly bewildered his
constituency. Meanwhile Sarah Palin played the clown
to Katie Couric’s straight man on CBS in a series of
interviews that showed the Alaskan Governor to be a
highly unstable and overwhelmed element in the elec-
tion. This Sunday’s political talk shows have seen Karl
Rove himself attribute Obama with a game winning
273 electoral votes, before adding that he stands to win
another 103. With the national poll figures slumping
and the electoral map suddenly bleeding blue, the
GOP’s chances of keeping their stranglehold on the
White House is getting dimmer by the minute. 

What happened? What made the “drill, baby, drill”
spirit that had initially provided McCain some much
needed energy dry up? The opening of the gap between
the two candidates appears to indicate that McCain’s
war on the media is starting to slip, and that the Palin
pick may have been jumping the anti-intellectualist
shark. For many, it seems that the public concerns of an
oncoming economic crisis has shown a potential end to
divisive, right wing, culture war politics, a political
strategy that Karl Rove himself was partly responsible
for bringing to the Republican fore. The key to a
McCain making a comeback will be his ability to high-
light American anxieties about Barack Obama as a per-
son with a funny name and an Ivy League education.

The economic crisis has inarguably triggered
McCain’s current slide, and he and his campaign’s
actions have only helped in keeping the focus on the
issues and McCain’s interactions with them, which is
certainly not in his best interest. The move to suspend

his campaign to fix the economy made McCain look
more like an erratic ego-maniac than a “maverick.” In
order to move past the second half of September, John
McCain has to get back to the baseless “culture war”
tactics perfected by his regrettable predecessor, which
means stepping up the negative aspect of his campaign
and playing on xenophobic and myopic tendencies
amongst the unwashed masses. This process must ulti-
mately be approached in a four pronged attack on the
population: 
He should connect with the masses through thinly real-
ized home-spun populisms and cowboy imagery
(expect the “maverick” count to quadruple in the
upcoming Republican stump speeches)
He needs to make himself out to be the candidate for
cultural stability and paint Obama as an agent of radical
cultural change, he should attack Barack Obama’s
wacky and dangerous sounding name in thinly veiled
jabs tying the Illinois senator to both Islam and terror-
ism 
He should use his opponents education and “scholarly”
nature against him
He needs to make the biggest issue of this election the
wildly indefinable and inconsequential concept of
“patriotism.” (I mean, hell, the man’s a war hero for
cryin’ out loud) This more or less got George Bush into
the White House not once, but twice, and compared to
him, John McCain is J.F. fucking K. It’s time for John
McCain and Sarah Palin to go nuclear in the 2008
Culture War.

The past eight years in particular have allowed
bullshit politics like measuring a candidate’s American-
ness to enter the mainstream political discourse; provid-
ing seemingly endless fodder for the Chad Ciocci’s of
the world to loudly mull over in less than reputable
media sources. The idea of culture war owes quite a bit
to Pat Buchanan, who laid out the basic tenets of the
“Culture War” in his 1992 speech at the Republican
National Convention. In that speech he laid out the not-
so-clandestine anxieties of post-Summer of Love con-
servatives, that those bastards on the coasts were trying
to ruin American values by bringing issues of church
and state, abortion and gay rights to the agenda. Fueled
by torrid tales of a chubby intern blowing the promiscu-

ous President in the oval office, “moral issues” sky-
rocketed to the forefront of “hot-button” issues in the
2000 elections, and it hasn’t budged much since. The
second the Karl Rove era kicked-off in 1999,
Buchanan’s disturbingly archaic and reactionary ram-
blings in the 90s came fully into the limelight of main-
stream political discourse and determined the strategy
of the GOP for the last two presidential cycles.

This campaign pulled the biggest punch in recent
culture war history with the selection of Sarah Palin as
VP, where the Republicans tried to choose a fresh face
with an unassuming background and strong, social con-
servative “values” to tout as the “everywoman.” Palin’s
pick was supposed to simultaneously work with the
anxieties of disenchanted women voters, and to stimu-
late the Christian conservative Republican base that had
been weary of the lingering notion that McCain’s mag-
ical transformation from social moderate in 2000 to
social conservative in 2008 was a bit contrived. While
the Palin gamble is starting to show some serous cracks,
she’s still quite valuable as a vehicle for McCain to
stage the next level of his culture war. Already Palin has
gone on the stump accusing Obama of being an inexpe-
rienced socialist; and most recently she’s made waves
by accusing the Democratic candidate of “palling
around” with terrorists. 

While the success of this strategy has been unques-
tionable in the past, it will be interesting to see how
Americans react to superfluous bullshit taking center
stage on a party’s platform in the face of a terrifying
economic crisis. If poll numbers give any real indica-
tion as to where this race is heading, Barack could eas-
ily shake off this vaunted attack by reminding voters
that their lifesavings are on the line and keeping the
focus on real issues. And if the reaction to Sarah Palin’s
woefully offensive and illiterate insinuations that
Barack Obama has been “palling around” with terror-
ists is any indication as to how this strategy will pan out
for the Republican ticket, things aren’t looking up for
Mac and Co. But seeing as Palin has struck first, it’ll be
interesting to see if Obama tries to go smear for smear
to avoid being swift boated, or if he’ll try to connect to
the bipartisan spirit of hope that made him such an
attractive candidate to begin with.

Inside Melty Mac’s Culture Attack 

“Can I call you Joe?”

Who Walked Away The Master Debator?

John McCain Plays the Values Card:
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